Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



p^_,^J.u,<l_^VIi;';^J ^ 1.JUL J,^^IH 



M 




600075996% 



:w?T ^^ix'^^f^-**^* 



tff^ 



^wan' 



^ 



PATIENCE AND PERSEVERANCE; 



ORj 



THE MODERN GRISELDJ. 



9 Domestic tlTale^ 



IN FOUR VOLUMES. 



BT THE AUTHOR OF 

SATSSBE TO BER NEIGHBOUR, WHATt 4.c. 



'Well-order'd borne, man's best delight to make^ 
And by fubmissive wisdom, modest skill. 
To raise the virtaes, animate the bliss. 
And sweeten all the toils <^ human life-~ 
This be the female dignity and praise. 

TIIO 



\^0L. III. 




LONJ>ON : ^ 

PRINTED AT THE 

POR A, K. NEWMA.N AND CO. 

XJBADJfaNUALL.ST&££T* 
1813V 



^^a , J-, ho , 



Patience and PerseVefartce* 



CHAP. I. 

• 

X HE short day had been closted several 
hours^ and the lamps of the carriage been 
the only light of the travellers, when they 
arrived at the Grange. Wearied and faint, 
the sight of even the old-fashioned hall, 
lighted up by a cheerful fire, and the glad- 
dened countenances of Tom and Gilbert, 
was extremely welcome to them ; and sir 
Edward* ^testified considerable pleasure at 
his arrival. A mournful, but not unplea- 
sihg sensation, pervaded the mind of Gri- 
selda ; and as her looks wandered over eve« 
ry well-remembered article of furniture,, 

VOL. III. B Xj^fty 
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-the forms of the departed flitted before her 
^yes; and she could scarce help listening 
to every step, as if her father's foot was still 
expected in the passage ; and she took her 
coffee, in silent and awful oppression, 
unable to reply to the inquiries of sir Ed- 
ward respecting the an tiqui^ portraits that 
hung on the surrounding walls. 

"When they had taken this refreshment, 
Tom appeared, and with awkward, but well- 
*^ meant bustle, prepared to take away the 
things, saying, that the parson having^ 
hieiard the carriage pass his house, had sent 
up his servant, to beg to know how my lady 
wias ater her journey ? 

" Poor Mr. Berkeley,'* said Griselda, 
'* my father's good old friend ;*'. and the 
tears burst freely from lier full heart. 

Sir Edward was a man of too much sen* 
sibiiity, not to enter into her feelings; he 
desired Tom to present a proper message 
to Mr. Berkeley; and added,/' I am heartily 
glad )0U hay.c such a friend left, my love; 
lie will he a^^at acquisition to us/' 

Tonv 
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Tom could contain no longer. — '* You 
ha a friend, please your honour, too, at'II 
be a quizician an all, or I's mistaken, no 
oflfence to parson Barkley, nor my bdy na- 
ther, I hopes/* 

^' Indeed, Tom t I should like to see 
him/' Tom flew away in an 4nstant ; and 
soon after, a noise was heard in the pas- 
sage, as if the whole village in the neigh- 
bourhood was pouring in, while Tom cried 
in vain for silence. 

*' What can the foolish fellow be doing 
now ?" 

Griselda wiped her eyes and smiled; the 
door opened, and Tom entered, leading 
Miss Nancy, in a new bridle; while the 
fairm'er, bis son, and the other domestics, 
in tiieir thick clogs, crowded forward to 
— *' Peep at my leady, an look at a horse 
jii a parlour." 

''What, Nancy here!" exclaimed the^ 
baronet; '' this is indeed a pleasant sur- 
prise; and the tear now started into his 
eye, as the grateful animalj at the first 

B 3 sound 
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sQUnd of bis vo)ce> gave unequivocal to^ 
kens of her pleasure. 

^^ Sbe/s ifk fi^n^cMis condition^ your ho- 
BQiir/' sgid Tq|]^ proydty surveying her; 
'' I copld ha got a thousand guineas for her 
in London^ as soon as look ; but zays I to 
tho prince, zays h niy lord prince, my 
master wouldn't part wi this mare, to ne'er 
a duke in Christendom/* 

*' But, Tpm, wh^t are all these good peo- 
ple about.?'* 

*' F^ease your han.oiir, they arc rather 
'wildish^ and vulgar in these parts^ and 
they've quite a curostty to see yo and my 
I^dy Hke. Belike yo think they be look- 
ing atk mare, which, to be zure, would be 
quite naturable; but the're so ignorant, 
they have took very little notis( of zhe ; 
but there be inaister DixoB, the bailifi^ he 
be longin and longin, this week past, for a 
sight of my lady, as 'twere/* 

'* Dixon," said lady Ljangdale, advancing 
to the group, who retired as she advanced; 
^' where are y ou, Dixon ? - 1 huve not for- 
got 
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got you. I remember your getting me 
cluster-berries, and bringing me a cade 
lamb/' 

Dixon advanced^ and made two or three 
unlucky attempts ata speech ; which his wife 
observing^ &he edged forwards^ hoping ma- 
dam would excuse him for being such a gaw- 
vison^ for she was sure he meant no harm; 
ai)d they were all right glad to see her la- 
clyship corned to her bwn country again ; 
and my lord sir Edward too : to be sure^ t* 
Grange had never been hafe itself sihce his 
honour Harcourt lift; but times would 
mend how^ she made free to hope* 

Griseida assured them of her good wil^ 
In tertns suited to their comprehension ; 
Und they dii^ned^ all highly delighted ; 
.When Tom> lis great as Roman conc^tieror 
JQ his triurat>hal car^ retired with Miss 
Nancy ; as he closed 4he door^ sir Edward 
3aidj '^ Ah^ Griseida^ yoij have indeed the 
%tX of winning all hearts ; and well do you 
oeserve their homage !'* 

V Go on/' «Jad she^ jeft^ngly; " for you 

B 3 flatter 
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flatter SO pleasantly, that I cannot refuse 
myself the pleasure of believing you." 

'' No, I cannot go* on ; for your kind 
consideratron to my every feeling, your 
delicate and generous anticipation of my 
wishes, excites a sense of gratitude which 
denies me the power of words/' 

'' My de^r, dear Edward, if you are hap- 
py, you give me a bliss beyond a name/' 

In this happy intercourse, thus passed the 
iRrst evening of their residence in this de- 
serted mansion ; but, alas! morning came, 
and shewed ^\\ the dreariness of their ^oH- 
tude, under the appalling influence of a 
November sky^ 

"Is this the place, Grisclda/' said the ba^ 
ronet, *' you could paint as another Eden ? 
why the terrace you talked of is covered 
with potatoes, and the park is a huge stub- 
ble field : really, my dear, you indulged 
your poetical taste too Tar, when you de- 
scribed the Grange, for the beautiesr ^re 
principally fiction?" 

Such was sir Edward's salntation to his 

wife. 
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tvife, on his opening the window-shuttefs 
of his bed-room-. Astonished at his a<r-^ 
count, she sprang out of bdd, add, with ax> 
treme mortification, beheld the trutti of the 
account. Dressing in great trepi'dktioit, 
she ran down stairs, and made her way intd 
the garden ;. but every where the hand (rf 
Vandal barbarism was apparent: hergreeit- 
house was converted into a piggery, antl- 
hcr flower-garden into a bleaching-yard. 
Mortifying as these circumstances were to- 
herself, she felt them chiefly as they related 
•to sir Edwjird, and trembled lest diisgust 
.with bis new habitation should again in-^ 
.duce him to enter the wopld, and the 
dreadful scenes she had so lately encoun^ 
tered , be again , presented, when her re^ 
sources were all exhausted^ her health ruinh 
ed, and her mind unable to bear such rcs 
iterated sufferings. 

Happily for both, however, sir Edward:' 
was as much inclined to laugh at some of 
Dixon's depredations, as to be angry set 
others; and he listened, with great conf- 

B i " placency> 
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placency, to the systcfm pf ipjprovcq»ei>t 
suggested by Griselda. Mr. Berkeley 
dined yfUh theip on this day; ^nd h]§ coa- 
yers^tion proyed highly agreeable to sir 
Edward^ ^ho found him a man of cultivated 
/,and extensive knowledge^ though so en- 
;tirely a stranger to the world, that had his 
character f)een described to hinij the baro«» 
net would have considered it the child of 

■ 

imagination ; he had read men only in 
books ; and it amused him to ^e§ how far 
9 judicious and discriminating mind might 
be deceived^ through even the best me- 
dium. 3ut when the conversation of Mr. 
)Pierk^lf y iurned on the works of creation^ 
j^ the ^nimal and yeget^abU world-r-wheB 
J^^ descanted ai^ a natur^jl philosopher^ or 
xe^nfid ^^ ;» iiviM, the baronet felt^ ia 
^f turn, the )ittleAeB$ of his own compara- 
tive knowledge ; and hi$ ardent mind, ever 
f^eking ^n 'object of pursuit, or a p^lh of 
41stinctlonj embraced, with avidity, the n^w 
^orld Q:f affius^ment and learned employ 

which was pne$ented ; and as soon as Mr- 
Berkeley 
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Berkeley was withdrawn^ he {)rop6sed 
sending to londoil for all the beisC authois 
OB natural UsU*^. 

''They are aU in the house/' replied 
Oriselda; '' if you pleated we will at^ 
range the library fo^itact^ow;.! shall h]t 
ddtghted, when the. !^tn|g comes^ to dis^ 
play all my little stock of knoMrledge* 
t6 yovt, in you)r new pni^it ; bnt I cannot 
aUow yon to forget yoa are an artist; artd, 
above M, that you must be an agrienlto^ 
Tist ; but, at preset t^ I am content to eofiK 
aider you a musician ; so. pray hotiottr tne 
by taking op yotnr flute^ for I must have aJi» 
accompaniment dA my poor old instrument 
here. * 

Sir Ed walk) cMipltedy and found k was? 
near eleven o'^clock befoffe he bad discotei^'-^ 
cd be was in the country, and alone, in a 
soHtary rusticated mansion, surrounded by 
boovSj and without any one of the various 
means by which time may be elegantly 
murdered. 

7he following day was Sunday; and 

B $ ilndia^ 
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finding Griselda- was going tochurchi he 
vent with her,* followed by every servant 
but one ; for as that had been the custom 
of the house^ time imniemorial^ no ques- 
tions were asked, but every one fell into 
their place mechanically. 

The few families of neighbouring^gen- 
try who met at this Village fane had been, 
friends, or were the descendants of friends, 
of the late Mr. Harcourt; they had all 
heard indirect accounts of sir.Edward's bad 
conduct, especially of the affair at York ; 
and it bad been whispered amongst them^ 
that he was completely sent to Coventry 
in his own county, and therefore ought to 
be in theirs ; but as in every family there 
wasisome female who would like prodigi- 
ously just to see what sort of a man ft^ was, 
and some gentlemen who could like to 
know if she was as handsome as she used to 
be, it was pretty generally agreed, that if 
sir Edward and his lady attended church 
two Sundays together, in a proper way, 
they ought to be visited, and treated with 

^ that 
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tliat respect all former inhabitants of tb^ 
Grange had received in days of yore. 

As thiey heard nothing of their neigh- 
bours after the first Sunday^ Griselda, who 
knew the custom of the country^ concluded 
that the error of her belo.vfed Edward had 
proscribed them here also ; and she felt 
that pang renewed which had pierced her 
heart beyond all others ; she endeavoured^ 
however, to conceal her feelings from her 
husbandj who was so much out of doors 
when the weather permitted, that sho^ 
trusted he would not read the traces of sor- 
row which disappointment had inscribed' 
on her face« Little did she know that he 
avoided her presence for the same rea* 
son ; shocked with the idea that he had 
driven a virtuous woman from her place in- 
society, and that her afTection for him had 
condemned her to, reproach, whom an a&^ 
sembled world might have been proud ta 
praise. 

When, therefore, after therr second ap-'^ 

B 6 pearance. 



pearanccj their neigbbaurs surc^unde^ and 
welcomed tbenay the transition was render- 
ed delightful^ from the surprise it excited ; 
and that society which^ nnder happier cir« 
cumstancesy ni^Ht^ to the fastidious mind 
of the polished baronet^ have been tedious 
or disgusting/ was received with avidity^ 
and welcomed with gratitude; while, 
on the other hand^ his fine person, ele* 
gant manners, and thorough acquaint^ 
ance with those circles, whose names and 
titles. were known here cmly through 
the medium of a newifpapm*, rendered his 
conversation a courtly treat to the sur- 
rounding gentry, who, in a short time, 
vied with each other in thehr attentions to 
him, and in every kind office which the 
nature of their situations enabted them to 
show ; and as snipe and wpodcock-shoot- 
rng new commenced, and his arm was 
Bearly restored to its wonted vigour, he 
soon began to find his youthful relish ^or 
country imports vetttrn; and tiieday was of- 
ten 
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ten too short for his employments, though 
began many hours sooner than it had been 
for many successive wint^v. 

But while sir Edward thus fulfilled the 
anxious wishes and hopes of his wife, 
by embracing, with facility, ' the line of 
life she Wd so ardently desired him to 
enjoy, . she was herself often left: to 
ruminate on the great loss she had sus- 
tained, in the little companion, who, in this 
solitude, would have employed or solaced 
every cheerless hour ; and ber health re- 
mained so extremely delicate,, that sjiie was 
unequal to the fatigue of tounti^y visitSk 
It was impossible for her not to perceive, "- 
that, whenever she was low, sir Edward im^ 
puted it, not to bodily complaint, which 
really ¥^s the cause, but to regret for the 
elegancies she no longer enjoyed falsely 
judging her feelings by a vulgar standard ; 
m consequence of this, she struggled to 
orercome every appearance of languor, 
and injured her health by forcing her spi- 
rits beyond her strength.; often reading to 

him^ 
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him, or singing with him/ to fill up the 
evening hours> when she was utterly un^ 
equal to the exertion. Carelessness in"- 
duced sir Edward to pursue a- mode of 
conduct similar to that once produced by 
indifference, and which the habit of self- 
indulgence prevented him from observing^ 
till it was hinted by one of his friends, at 
a country visit, that if his lady was not in 
a family way, she was certainly consump-* 
tive. 

Sir Edward, excessively alarmed, then* 
recollected, that, to be sure, Griselda had a 
pain in her side, and that she was subject 
to hoarseness^ &c. With an alarm that 
would have been dangerous to a weak 
mind, he communicated all his fears to her 
^—besought her to take the best ^vice^- 
and proposed immediately setting out with 
her to Bristol. * 

' Griselda smiled at his proposal, and the 
earnestne^ with which it was pressied; but 
assured him she had no complaints but 
what the approaching spring would re- 
move ; 



\ 
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move; and entreated him to read her 
Montgomery's poems, which would do her 
inore* good than any medical prescription 
whatever^ confessing that she had hurt 
herself by reading too much aloud of late. 

- The baronet complied with her wishes; 
but the following day consulted a physi- 
cian/ who confii^med the fears of his friend* 
He now busied himself with procuring 
asses' milk, reading treatises on pulmonary 
cases> and riding over to inquire for va- 
rious excellent receipts from ancient 
housekeepers, where Griselda earnestly 
entreated her friends to keep him all night; 
during these excursions, in the hope that 
he was easy, she gained the repose her 
harrassed constitution required, and fulr 
filled her own prophecy, that the spring 
would prove her best restorative. 

There were some sage ladies in the 
neighbourhood, who thought it not very 
prudent in lady Langdale to let sir Edward 
go out so often, now she was too ill to go 

- with him ; for after what had happened, 

jio 
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lio one knew vrhat might happen again r 
but lady Langdale herself had no such 
fears; she saw her husband ever return to 
ber with pleasure ; and though a hasty 
word^ loo natural to his irritable temper> 
might sometinies escape hifn, and his habi- 
tual thoughtlessness of the comfort of 
others, n^ade him too often overlook sotnie 
of those attentions which were due to her^ 
yet she wasi convinced, and that sxveet con- 
. viction atoned for many petty sorrows, 
that he sincerely loved her. She percei- 
ved too, with gratitude to Heaven, that, in 
every respect^ his mind, as well as his ha- 
bits, were improved : thoughtless genero- 
sity was now ri{)ening into benevolent 
principles, and active philanthropy; be 
took a pleasure in looking into his aflfairSii 
and investigating his expenditure; fire*' 
<|uenlly exchanged letters with Allen, and 
sought the conversation of all who could 
inform him on any topic of agricultural 
improvement; and, above all ou which her 
mind could rest as a source of hope^ therer 

was 
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was a disposition to reli^icfus duties^ and 
an acknowledgment of their importancCf 
which indicated that tenderness of consci* 
ence, whic)i is the surest groundwork of 
sentimentf^l ^nd rational reformation. 

The fine mornings of February were now 
come^ and Griselda was able to take shore 
walks in the surrounding grounds^ and lay 
plans for their improvement ; but it was a 
particular object with her to engage sir 
Edward^ attention to the colliery ;^n this 
she soon succeeded^ even beyond her* 
wishes; his ardent mind conceived the idea 
of extending it exceedingly^ of building a 
irillage for^he accommodation of .the work* 
nen^ and digging a canal for !he convey* 
ance of the coals; every day these project^ 
gained ground in his mind; and occupied 
him with plans and calculations^ which be 
pne ddy presented to Griselda^ saying he 
would borrow seven tbousahd pounds on 
the colliery immediately, and begin his 
operations; be knew the place was well 
jivorth ten ; and there could therefore be 

littje 
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little difficulty ia martgaging it far se- 
ven. 

" But I have already borrowed six upoti 

'' Good Heavens^ Griselda, fbf what ?'* 

^ To pay five thousand^ my love, which 
we lost to Mr. Mcllish, and two five hun* 
dreds on the same occasron — the failure' of 
Miss Nancy at York, last summer." 

Sir Edward's fallen countenance -said 
more than words ; and anxious to relieve 
him, ^ Griselda continued — *' We must 
therefore be content, my love, to b«'ild a 
row of cottages, instead of a whole village, 
and to mend the roads, instead of digging 
the canal, in the hopes: that time will ena^- 
Ue us to do both. Most Happy shall I be^ 
when any oircumslance shall arise, that will 
eontribute to effect so desirable an end/' 

Sir Edward recovered himself during 
this speech, after giving another inward 
curse on^hisown folly; and happy to see 
43ri$elda accord with his views, he addressed 
lier thus — " Whatever can contribute to 

the 
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the valirc of this estate, is of so much im- 
portaDCQ to us both, my dear, that we 
ought to make some sacrifices to obtain it: 
don't yon think so ?" 

'* J do not exactly see what sacrifices we 
can make; but I am sure that I am 
"wflling to make any in my power,' ahdes- 
pcctally-to enrich the col Kcry, which I am 
anximis tared^eem.'^ 

*' Oh/pshaw ! we must have more mo- 
Bey upon it, since it will certainly turn out 
to the greatest advantage : now thoug^i 
you can neither sell nor wiH away this ^es- 
tate, yet XI handsome sum might be imme* 
diately raised on your life-interest* in it; 
and——*' . - 

Hdld> Edward V* interrupted Griselda ; 

you are about ta ask what I mti^ refuse; 
anjd to deny any request of yours will 
grieverae to the heart." 

•' You have supplied my extravagancies, 
Griselddj with a generosity equal to my 
own profusion — ^^profuslon which I never 
latnented so bjtterly as I do how ; how is 

it 
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it that you should be so much moved with . 
my request for money dedicated to a pur- 
pose at once wise and beneficent/ since it 
opens a source of wealth to ourselves^ and 
of incalculable benefit to the surrounding 
country ?/' 

' Griselda struggled with her leelings> for 
denial wa^ new to her;, and to cheeky with- 
out repulsing the fervors of Ms isanguine 
mind^ was a task of the utmost delicacy ; . 
but the voice of duty was sacred> and it 
compelled her to persist in nefusal ; there 
is a point beyond which even the obedi* 
ence of the most devoled wife cannot be 
carried, &n: her integrity is demanded by 
a greater master, whose- servant she is. 

After a long pause, Criselda, collecting 
herself, said — " You cannot, I apprehend^ 
my dear Edward, at this time, have any 
doubt of my anxiety to devote mysdf, in 
every way, to you, that is consistent with 
my principles of honesty ; but you must 
allow me to say they are inviolate/' 

*' Honesty ! good God, lady Langdale, 

what 
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what do you mean ? I trust my principles 
are as honourable as your own." 

*' My father," resumed Griselda^ '^ taught 
me, early in life, a more than ordinary at- 
tachment to that word honesty ; and ah in- 
violable regard not only for the letter, hwi 
the ajpirU of all engagements ; this he call- 
ed honour. Now my honesty tells me, 
that if I put it out of my own power, in 
case of a failure in your scheme, to pay 
my debts, I shall be dishonest ; the more 
so, as I have no temptation to do it from 
want of any kind: and my honour tells me, 
that thus to destroy the intention of my 
father^s will, in tying, by every legal 
means in his power, this . estate upon me 
and mjn^, would be a disgraceful and re- 
prehensible act, unworthy his daughter. I 
grant your scheme is apparently good; 
and I think it highly desirable that we 
should, to the utmost of our power, en- 
large the CQlliery ; but even if we had mo- 
ney to launch but into a great expence, 
on the strength of a suppositious good, it 

would 
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would b^very unwise to do itwithotherpeo- 
ples money — would be sinful : we ought 
to set bounds to even good designs, my dear; 
since we are compelled to see, on every side, 
that even the losses on the turf and the ga- 
ming-table, are less destructive than the spe- 
culations of the merchant, and the schemes 
of the projector." Griselda paused. 

Sir Edward remained siletit, in sullen an- 
ger. * 

'' Had our little Edward been spfarcd," 
resumed his lady, '* the thing could not 
have been done ; and who knows but we 
may have another child ? you would not 
wrong a child now, even for the prospect 
of enriching him in future ?" 

^ But we are not likely to have a child ; 
and if we had, before he could enjoy an 
estate, the Groves and the Elms will be at 
liberty.^' 

*' But I trust his fother will enjoy them 
for many years to com6,^' 3aid Griseldai 
brushing away a falling tear. 

" When a woman has made iip her mind 

not 
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Tiot to he convinced of a thing, the devil 
himself can't persuade her. How you come 
to have more regard for an imaginary be- 
ing who never may exists than for a man 
whose welfare you profess to espouse, and 
whose estates, are tied up, precisely at 
that period of his life when he is most 
equal to enjoying them^ I cannot con- 



<5cfive.*' 



'^ I did. not mention the contingency of 
a child^ as the reason why I would not con- 
Stent to giving up my right in this estate, 
but to reconcile you to the denial I have 
given ; and I can offer another reason for 
such reconciliation^ which is, that in the 
present state of my health, you could get 
very little money on my life ; and if you 
were to involve yourself in difficulties, by 
launching into expences with this colliery, 
ray death would completely ruin you, as 
this estate would go immediately to my 
heirs, and leave you without any income 
at all — ^an idea so dreadful to me, that it 
would precipitate my fate. I make no re- 
sistance 
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sistance to your vrishesn but what arises 
from a tender regard to ybu/as well as my^ 
selC since^ if you reduced me to poverty, 
it could not fail adding self-reproach to 
the rest of vyour misfortunes/' 

Sir Edward gave a deep sigh ; then sud* 
denly starting^ rang the bell> ajid ordered 
his horse. 

Trembling with agitation^ Griselda 
arose ; she dreaded his leaving the house 
under the impression of disappointment 
and anger> in which she saw he was deter- 
mined to indulge ; but unable to speak; 
lest even her mildest remonstrances should 
increase the passion she sought to allay, 
she determined on acquarinting him with 
the only secret in her possession : she stept 
info an adjoining room^, and ppehing an 
old India cabinet, which stood there, 
brought oiit a little box^ and placed it on 
the table ; her heart was very f uU, and it 
was with great difficulty she said-r— *' You 
know I have been very wvweU lately^ Ed- 
ward ; and fearful that .any mistake should 

be 
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be made respecting the contiguity of the 
eoUiery to this €state^ Ifelt it a duty t 
owed to you to make my will. This lit* 
tie box contains the jewels of my mo- 
ther and my two aunts> given to me under 
the express promise that I would trans* 
mit them to my heirs> for which reason 
I did not sell them with the rest; but 
if you choose ■■ '* here her voice failed 
—she opened the box> and turning out 
the contents on the table, hastily with- 
drew. 

Sir Edward looked carelessly at three 
old-fashioned watches^ surrounded with 
diamonds, and cast his eye upon a paper^ 
which, to his astonishment^ he perceived to 
be a promise, in Allen's hand, to pay the 
person who should deliver him these 
watches, and the other jewels specified, the 
sum of six thousand pounds, if th^y were 
presented within the seven following years; 
thus affording nearly a thousand per an- 
num^ as income^ till such time 09 the Grove 
and Elm estates should be clearec^ Struck 
VOL. III. c with 
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with Ais, he proceeded te open the wilt^ 
qnd there foaml that Grbelda had, in the 
most clear and circumstantial maimer, 
.poijBte<}.o^fi every part of that property 
within ^.er disposal^ which ^he had left ex* 
clusi^Iy t0 him; and in case she bad a 
chiJd' ^t the iime of her decease, had ap« 
|K>tnted him its sole guardian ; and ear^ 
Hestly and tenderly recommended to such 
child, to make ils fatber a tender of the 
Grange, durijng bis life, should such, a man* 
si on suit his conveniency. 

Ibe papers and jewel-cases were all 
locked in the hox when she brought it, 
.^nd direpted to sir £dward^ with iHe words 
— '^ Not to be opened till after the death 
<yf la,dy- Langdate,'" inscribed underneath. 
Sir Sdward shuddered as he read them, ^nd 
he loolnsd. Kound ibe ?oom as if seeking for 
Griselda; his anger was subdued by this 
last proof of her tendeWiess; iind as his 
xeason returned, he saw iJbM he had acted 
unkindly, and unjustly to wa<rdl her: but 
hiapride wjtsnot siifiBekntly subdued to 

acknewledge 
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acknowledge his convlcticm, nor coiiid fae 
abandon bis fisivourite scheme entirely, 
ivhich appeared the more feasible^ the 
jnore he considered it; he therefore began 
to cast about in his mind some other plan 
for raising money, and, for ihe first time 
in bis life, thought of making $o«ie sacri- 
fice a£ his personal conveniences^ afnd even 
to his own surprise^ actually sent over his 
fiivourite tnare to a gentleman who bad 
lately offered him a very handsome sum 
for her*- 

. The reader will not have forgot that this 
/favourite had been offerefl for sale before, 
but was saved^ from the general wreck by 
Griselda^ who: knew the overweening value 
jsir Edward hasd for her; but there was a 
^r^at deal of difference between sending 
her at a tiirie when he was beset by hai^ 
lifls ^and barrassed by duns^ to gain that 
money which was necessary for^his own 
pei^s^al relief, and parting with her at a 
time when he was perfectly easy in his cir- 
cumstances^ and only wished for money to 

c 2 promote 
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promote purposes of utility ; we therefore 
.beg the baronet may be allowed the full 
xnerit of his sacrifice ; it was a great eflTort, 
•and be felt the value of the conquest : he 
'entered his house with a firmer step^ and a 
gladdened aspect^ his petulance hadva^, 
wished 49efore the emanation of a newly- 
-exerted power^ and he walked towards the 
^dressing-room where he expected to find 
<jriselda, as if he now felt that iie was wor- 
thy even of her.. 

He found her laid down on the sofa^ her 
•eyes swoln with tears, and her whole frame^ 
disordered; a cold chill fell, for a moment, 
on his hearty but his new emotion would 
not suflEer it to rest there ; he took her 
4)and tenderly^ and kissing her cheek, said 
— ^^' My love, I bring your valuable box 
again, in the hope that it never will be 
mine; but I cannot keep secret^as you do; 
I am come to claim your praise, for an ef- 
fort which I am sure you will approve. I 
-have sold my mare to sir Allen Johnson.*' 

^^ Indeed, my love ! I am sorry for it.*' 

''Sorry? 
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■ ''^ Sorry ! how can you be sorry ? ya» 
would have sold ten horses for tne.- Cowte, 
Gkiselda, confess you are glad." 

'* I tim glad that you should prefer 
parting with your mare to borrowing: mo- 
ney ;. but I am sorry you should iose her 
too. .^ I have got a fine collection of printsi 
— -I will send them to York, and—*** 

? *' No, that you shan^'t: a thousand ptoviftTs^ 
is quite enough to begin with-'-^my credit^ 
will soon enable me to borrow another, if 
I want it. I see things in a* different KgHt ;: 
I will not venture further with the coUieryF 
tlian I find it will pay ; Fmust keep: some*- 
thing, in. my hand for the pursuit of myi 
agricultural plans. Lwith you were able tor 
]ook«at thete plans of cottages Dixon basp 
just brought me from Wakefield;" > 
r Griselda rose, and; without adverting .tq»f 
fine of the unkind things he had slid that^ 
morning, or even, in the most indirect man*^ 
ner, glancing at the subject, earnestly ex« 
amined his plans, pointed out improve^ 
xii^ts> and acceded to designs^, with the 

c 3 ^(dcc^^ 
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siifliii^ lively gobd'4ii]raour she Mi:as ;used to 
display in all her intercourse with him ;- 
and when he had ^rr^mged his schemes, Mid 
kid his papers by, proposed a game at 
hidkg^mtnon ; tuid concluded, a morning of - 
fears ¥^ih an evening of smiies/ altficQugii 
little ilble, from indisposition/ tt> command^ 
them.' 

ISiir Edward prosecuted his design nvfth 
great spirit.; and the season of the year! 
being'favourafale, ki the course of iiiie tiJMO' 
folloiving mon'ths> he had the satisfaction'^ 
of seeing every thing aroiind him in a' 
pMBpenpus way, and of finding k'imself ior* 
a. state of such uninterrupted good healtii,* 
at he had never before enjoyed, aihea iias 
kfii ins fatber'a house for the foMrialir 
^mus<(ment8 of the metropolis. GrbeUa 
gradiually regained her atrength, and re- 
aoajied ber lold. habit of riding much oir 
horseback': she led hioi through all the 
haunts of her child&ood; and pointed out«. 
in are^y possible view, the various beau-^ 
ties of Chewrroundingsoefiory; and of tea, 

when 
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when be was lost in surjn^ise with the 
charms which nature every where prcsentr 
ed, asked him if the beauties of the Grange 
were the fictions of a poet's brain P ta 
which he would langhi;ngly reply, by re^ 
minding her of the potdtoe-planted tei^^ 
race, and the green-house piggery.' 

In every respect the Grange now bor6 
th0 happy character Griselda had ascribed 
to sir William Ellatid's mansion ; it looked 
as " if the master lived at home ;" the ba- 
nished plants^ most of which had been^^ 
cherished in. the hou^ by Mrs. Dixon, re- 
gained their habitation, and the flower- 
garden proved how much the soil bad beett 
fertilized by its lat« efii|^loytnent, by al^ 
ready teeming with the stores of Flora ; 
while the lawn^ snatched from tkt 4pini« 
nion of Ceres, again wore its mantle of 
gre^n, and invited the steps of its lovely 
jiossessor to retread its verdant paths. Sir 
William ^nd his lady had p^mised to visit 
them in May ; and they were anxious to 
ajkew every hospitable attention to those 

c 4 who. 
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vfho, in a time of affliction^ had proved at^ 
tentive and affectionate to them. 

One morning, the latter end of Aprih 
sir Edward received a letter, which occa* 
sioned him to appear more vexed than 
any thing in that shape had done since his 
arrival at the Grajige ; for,, after two or 
three pshaws, he threw it on the fire, say- 
ing-^'' Come to the norOi^ indeed ! I wish 
she was at the north pole V* 

'*if your correspondent is a lady, my 
dear, you have not a very pleasant choice 
in the journey you assign her.'^ 
. •* *Tis^ from Maria Egerton, the girl I 
was guardian to ; she is not of age till shci 
is. tbree-a^d^tweBty, which prolongs, my 
trouble confoundedly .^ I kepi her at 
school till sh« was eighteen — then fixed 
her at Beevor's three years, where shd 
formed an acquaintance with a young Irish 
woman of quality, who most obligingly 
took her out of the countiy before I got 
married, but who has brought her now to 
Buxton, from whence she writes^ that 

hearing 
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hearing you are ill, she is impatient td^ 
share my tender cares, by visiting the 
Grange, especially as she has a passion fot' 
the romantic scenery of the north/'' . 

" Well, my dear, but vrhat is there itfalt^ 
this to be angry at ? *Tis true, out sitiia* 
tion is dull; but as the Ellands are coming; 
and the country is really delightful, the ' 
young. lady may be tolerably happy with^ 
us/' , 

'* She be happy ! she be d^— d ! a con* 
cetted romantic school-girl, with more airs ^- 
than Mrs. Speticer, more design th»»;^Anna^' 
Hokroft, and more pedantry than her sisi^ 
ten Besides, don't you know ^ that thid- 
was the girl that my father fixed on asmy^ 
wife, when the chit was not the height -of 
the tableland, in consequence; she learned « 
such a farago of nonsense about sentiment 
'aAd earltf impressions, that the very nuna ^ 
ot her has tiiade ine sick ever since." 

"^Ha ha, poor Edward ! you are afraid 
of 'being laid siege to; but never fear;; 
vif good, looks will keep the - lady 



from any effbrt of that kind. I ^rill. spare 
you the trouble of answering her epistld^ 
by giving her an invitation myself^ so get 
your breakfast in peace/' 
. '^ That I always do with ypu, Griselda, 
>yhioh 16 the reason I do not like this mins^ 
to hrtdk in upon the Paradise you have 
made me here/' 

&rr§q}4a gave him a grateful smile^ wor^ 
thy of Eden in its guiltless state; and 
wrote a kind letter to Miss Egerton, ar- 
ranging her route, and promising to meet 
her two stages on the road. She wrote 
loo, by the same post,, requesting sir Wil- 
liam and. his lady would miset them at the 
same place ; and then, '^ on hospitable 
thoughts intent,'' busied herself in eontri- 
ving every little elegance and convenience 
for her expected guests, the reduced state 
of her house and her establishment would 
allow. It was happy for her that her own 
inind could easily accommodate itself to 
circumstances, since she had always found, 
in the alleviation of her cares, infinitely 

more 



iBore than a compensation for the tiiagtii«- 
fici^nce she bad ced^ed rather to use than to 
0njoy, 

At the appointed time, lady Elllind and 
air William appeared (accompanied by 
another lady) at the inn«doof ; but who 
shall Apeak the surprise and delight of Gri«- 
8elda> when the stranger appeared td bt 
lady Elizabeth Osborne ! her joy was ^1* 
iDOst too mach for her> and she w^s un^ 
equal to speaking for some tiiiinutes. Sir 
Edward lost the confusion his coOsitiF^S flr^t 
appeairance excited, ii^ t(ve anxiety he felt 
for his wife; and this anxiety eflffectually 
restored him to the lady's good graces; ar* 
trtie knew he was too proud to be insincere, 
she concluded the good reports of hi^ 
neighbours were true, and felt herself jus- 
tified it^ the eohdescen§ian of a yhit to the 
Grange. 

Thus disposed to n!iufual good will, in a 
f^W minutes the whole party began to feeJ 
that pleasure whrch arises from the recog- 
nitron of friendsktp, when a splendid cur- 

€ 6 ricte 
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rtcle made its appearance at the dpor^ and 
sir Edward enounced ^' MisaEgerton/' as 
a pretty slight girl jiunped from it^ handed 
by her footman. 

This young lady had the misfortune ta 
lose hef mother very early;: and h6r lather/ 
not knowing how to dispose of her other- 
Ways^ had sent her to a great boarding- 
schoolj of which he had heard, a very great 
character given^ in many respects with 
much truth ; but it was conducted on sa 
extensive a scale, that littU girls were 
frequently neglected, unless they happen* 
ed to be persons of great importance^ itk^ 
which case they were made pets, and 
spoiled by indulgence, as much as , the 
others, were by neglect. Miss Egerton su,f-s 
fered under both these evils ; for after be-<^ 
ing, for two years^ a little neglected gia?l, 
the loss of her father and elder brother,, 
and her becoming the ward of a baronet, 
exalted her, all at once, into a great hei^ 
itess, and enabled her teachers to perceive 
^hc gave promise of being a^reat beauty^ 

though 
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tfiouglven a ^m all scale; and to crown all 
the gifts of fortune by their happiest cli* 
max^ some even ventured to prognosticate 
that she would be a great genius^ notwitk- 
standing her old appeUative had been that 
of a little dunce. 

Rendered more happy than she had heett 
before, the little girl certainly became 
fiiore lively and docile; and went through 
Ber usual lessdns in the usual maaner, til£ 
she was about fourteen; when, it having 
been hinted ta her that she was intended 
to be married, some time, to sir Edward 
Langdale's son, who .wQuId be a baironet 
himself, and who was the handsomest mani 
ia the kingdom, or at least one oi them, 
the iittle givl begpn to think about men,, 
to giggle, and peep through the windows,' 
read novels^ and sigh at the moon, and by 
various,' me^BSi^ indicate that sensibility she 
heard great girls talk about, and knew was^ 
the characteristic of every heroine she had 
read or heard of, in every book worth 
re4du>g.k H^d she beep acquainted with 

V , . sir 
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s - 

sir Edward, it. is probabr^ that, Uke Miss 
Lydia Languish^ she would have thought a 
connexion with her guardian's son too re* 
gnlar an affair^ deficient in delicate distress^ 
*and every other- inltrcsting development ; 
but as she had never seen hioi, was told 
that hie was rather wild^ ^nd especially, that 
he had vowed he would never marry^ what^ 
ever might be the wished of his f^ther^ she 
coAceFved a most vt<>1ent deinte t^ melt 
the heart of the *' fascinating savage/' as 
she first designated hira> until s suscepti^ 
ble school-mate told her that the '^ fascinn* 
ti^ig incognito^" would souikt more aitiH 
able. 

Full of this rhbdonvontadej the poor 
girl/ on the tirst interview with sir Bdward, 
played oflTso many pretHnesses to attract 
his attention, that she confirmed his <}is-> 
like; and from that time, ' when any per^ 
sl^rt was rendered particularly unpleasant 
to him by affectation> he wouM compare 
them to- Maria Egerton ; which his* fath^ 
observing, gave up the point; and hm 

death. 
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deaths soon after^ set sir Edwafd free from? 
almost the tecollection of the crrcumstance^ 
as his business on her account^ (as sue* 
cee^g to the guardianship of this youngs 
lady, and another famiiy atready mention* 
ed^) was carried on entirely by agents. 
Had the young lady mixed in general 
society^ she would^ doubtless, have soon 
forgotten the circumstance^ as well as sip 
Edward ; but being secluded with » set of 
companions as romantic as herself, and 
•with whom her " early loves'* had been the' 
theme of many a wakeful hour, she thought 
it expedient to prolong the Render theme>. 
and profess a passion for the youth now 
dignified with the appellative of the; 
*' charming inconstant/* which he preserv- 
ed year after year, till the matter was com- 
pletely worn out, and the projected visit 
with her Irish ^friend had made her pant to 
become a *^ wild Irish girl, wit{^ a harp, and 
an artist ;'^ but the marriage of sir Edward^ 
soon after she reached the shores of Erin, 
was a subject so proper Jbr soUime grief, 

there 
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there was no resisting it ; but as it is im-^^ 
possible for a young woman^ in good: 
health, to be long sorrowful without sor- 
row^ Miss Egerton adopted the '' jpy of 
grief for her motto; and when her friend^ 
lady Bell M'Laurfn, could not help remar&r- 
iRg that her spirits recovered their tone^ 
and that she looked charmingly, she would', 
exclaim — ^" Oh yes ! I have * a face of 
smiles — ar heart of tears/ my Arabella^"-^- 
'' Well then, my dear," returned lady Bell,;^ 
" lay your wet heart by the side of yoxir sun- 
diiny face, and Til ^answer fox it the bog/ 
will be dried presently.? 

Unluckily, eveiii in Ireland; no knight ap^-. 
peared of power to chace away the form 
of the '* charming inconstaxU */* and^ the- 
turret-crowned castle of lady Bell's fa^T 
ther favoured the illusions of romance. 
the ladies had no other amusepent but- 
what sprang from dressing according to. 
La Belle Asseniblee, and reading .the last, 
new thing which could be had from a cir^. 
culating library near fifty miles distant.: 

They 
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They did botb^ ii> order to prepare both 
mind and person for exhibition^ the fol- 
lowing wintefj in Dublin. The exhibition 
answered very well to lady Bell, who was 
a handsome lively girK with niueh native 
wit and niative grace about her ; she had 
the good luck to attract a young English* 
manj of family and fortune^ who wooed her 
not in vain; and haying married, now 
brought her into England ta present her toi 
his friends, accompanied by her bride** 
maid. Miss Egerton, who had not been 
overmuch pleased with Mr. Hamilton^ Eor 
his preference, a&she thought the pensive* 
gracei of her melancholy languor ought to< 
have awakened the sympathetic interest ot 
her elegant countryman, in preference to^ 
the Hibert)ian spright^iness of lady BelL 
Disappointed in this hope, she became disr- 
gujsied with the attentions paid her by 
others, who had more weighty reasons for 
s^mi^ing her than Mr. Hamilton, and de* 
lermtned to persevere in ^^ nurswg a hope**^ 
^ les& 
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less flame/* and *^ urging sensibility io 
madness/* 

When the bad conduct of her soiardiaR 
was now, for the first time, developed to 
her, she determined to visit the dear decei- 
ver, being fiilly convinced that the poor 
man had been urged by some uficommonr 
circumstance, united to age and ugliness,, 
which, by making him wretched, had led 
him to seek, ip pleasure,'a refuge from hisi 
wounded sensibility; but when the teauty' 
and accomplishments of lady.Langdale were 
insisted on, she then concluded his heart 
had another bias^ a tender predilection for 
the opening flower, whose budding beau- 
ties had left on his susceptible breast an 
indelible impression ; and «he wa^ the more 
resolute to prove to the ^' exquisite wan- 
derer?' the tender reciprocity of mutual 
ifApclKyJ -But hdw was that 'resolution; 
ilimtoady that sympathy awakenidd, when' 
iflfbntied, at Buxton, by a near neighbour* 
^ virJEdward'a^ that poor lady Langdale. 

had 
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had been struggling all winter with a^ 
consumption ! aiid though, to be sure, she; 
a|>peafed gaining strength during this 
spring v^ather, most probably she wouldr 
fall with the leaves in aiitumn. 

What a charming :de$wwmentt < Mis% 
Egertbn determined lastantly on flying to? 
share the sorrows of the widower-elect^: 
How tweet to be (he friend 4)^ ibe £^ir<jiri-. 
selda^ who.shouM droop, through siuafimcr>' 
in her Maria's arms 1 while the lear that; 
frraiUed in her Edward's eye should be- 
iriped by the iiand bf frlendahip, anticipa-^ 
tifig DhA hour of a aofter e^otion^ Hovr 
many fnt^resting teenea foU<^ji|ifd.{.:^ Jhei 
vfaQle;atfrair was precisely ^9. -^h^ bi$tQry? 
of iMifia TempU, ikt (mt iwml vihsMl'SttUyr 
hid behind her piUow.; '^aaid 'Jk^itti'pr^^ 
skms/^ said Afe, ^'can iie¥er^ sradkawd.'* 
Athouaanciieeder glMK^e^^ei^tiiii^ ei^; 
presaiooili^nd ie^iv^^, ^bim ^ Bame, ^dr 
wMhout 2L name, folio wed> it) 3weet sutce^-- 
sio«, through the labyrinth of hec ftncy ; 
biit they all eaided i^ ctoe. necessary con-^ 

elusion. 
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dusion, viz. that fedy Langdalemiist inevr- 
tably fall TOith the leaves in autumn. 

The expression vras poetical ; acid though" 
tfme-VForn, and uttered by aptain unpoeti* 
cal woman^ it became dear fo the feir en*-^ 
ttiusiast^ vf ho adopted it as the germ from 
whence was to spring a tree, whose bloff- 
soms of happiness were never equalfed • la* 
any other Utopia than the braib of a 4io«- 
vel^reddtng Miss^ who wisefy skips^qver^ 
detail of common occuiveiices^ and every 
reflection made by the wisdom and expt^. 
rience of her author that she may fiest oa 
the visionary parts of his^characters^ or, at 
best^ on those descriptions of warm but 
tcansitorf emotions, which are, hi life^ 
w(hftt the eye is to the person, the most stri- 
king^ but the smallest part. 

Under the ferment of spirits occasioned^ 
by this very delightful contemplation^. 
Miss Egerton wrote the letter to sir Bdward* 
which announced her intention of sharing^ 
with hinv the pleasing task of strewing 
flowers on the decKning path of his adored 

Griselda^ 
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Griselda. The high-flown language and 
bombastic sentiments of this production 
ivould have amused lady Lanj^dale exceed- 
ingly; but it brought ^o strongly to sir 

• 

Edward's mind the chit his father had pre- 
sented him to seven years before, as to 
excite his ill-humonr^ and occasion him to' 
give to the flames that precious morceau 
which was intended to console him for the 
loss of her who was inevitably to drop, 
like the leaves in autumn, that a brighter 
rose miight adorn bis garden the ensuing 
spring* 



CHAP. IL 

It ivas somewhat mal apropos to the designs 
of Miss Egerton^ that lady Langdale began 
now gradually to regain beauty and health ; 

but 
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but as that young lady had persuaded her- 
self to see things through a certain medium 
only, she was persuaded that Griseldar^s 
bloom was hectic heat, and her strength 
feverish irritation; andthat^ as the summer 
heats advanced, the former would f^lde and 
the latter decay ; she hot being aware of 
a fact innumerable husbands know foo well, 
viz. that wives, of all other animals', hold 
life most pertinaciously, especially iii 
those cases when their nearest connexions 
are desirous of lodging th^m in a better 
tenement; and, from a spirit of contradio* 
tipo inherent in their nature, generally re- 
main longest on earth with those husbands 
who are mc^t anxious to provide them a 
seat in heaven, and have taken the utmost 
pains to fit them for a celestial habitation, 
by keeping them in purgatory while here. 
Sir William, on their arrival at the 
Grange, was .extremely gratified with the 
appearance of every thing around the 
place, as it bore testimony tot the exertions 
already made by sir Edv^ard ; and. the la- 
dies. 



YATlBKCfi AND PBBSBVBRAKC8. 47 

6les, within do6rs> formed a very agreeable 
Jcoterte^ if we except poor Miss Eger- 
ton, who, remembering that May wa^ 
the mother oFlove, thoughtevery moment 
of it lost, whfch was not spent in sighing 
to the breeze, or apostrophizing the haw- 
ihorn; yet, unfortunately, she was not 
gifted with any of that poetic taste or de- 
licate sensibility which does indeed give a 
zest to the charms of nature, by uniting 
Itbem to the sensibilities of the soul. Had 
she been totally uneducated, she would 
have beett an useful good-natured girl; 
the best possible education would have 
raised her. a little higher ; but as she now 
stood, she had a vulgar mind, dressed in a 
tinsel garb^ whose show displayed what it 
^as meant' to cover, but whose eccentricity 
amused her companions, while it grieved her 
friends. 

Lady Langdale, whose benevolence 
sought ' to rtfotm^ the folly her penetra- 
tion smiled' at, by pointing out, at every 
opportunity, the amiable simplicity and un^^ 

affected 
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affected good sense of lady Elland,. nought 
to make her an object of imitation ; and 
frequently induced them to w^lk together^ 
while she oflfered her own arm to the so- 
ber-paced lady Elizabeth. In one of their 
rambles, this lady, finding they were left 
completely alone, thus addressed Griselda: 
— " I find sir William told you as many of 
the particulars of his marriage with lady 
Elland as he had the power to communi- 
cate, and would, undoubtedly, surprise you 
a good deal, by the circumstance of my gi« 
ving so large a marriage-portion to him> 
with an amiable young woman, undoubt- 
edly, but one with whom I, apparently^ 
had very little connexion.** 

Lady Langdale said, that although such 
things were, undoubtedly, very uncommon 
in the world, yet she did not consider it 
a matter of great surprise, acquainted as 
she was with both parties. 

'' I can give you a reason^" said lady 
Elizabeth, '^ which will, however, rempve 
your surprise, since i am sure you are one 

of 
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^f the few capable of entering into my 
feelings. You m.nst know^ my ^ear, that 
l9\ough I am old and formal now^ yet I Was 
once young, and when young I laved, and 
loved most fondly — though, unlike the 
misses of your day> ' I never iold my love.' 
'^ Well, my dear, to make short of a 
long story — long and sad to me, for it coYi«» 
sumed the best days of ray existence, the 
man for whom I sighed being forbidden> 
from the great disparity of his rapk, to 
look up to me> without express encou* 
ragementi and I being forbidden, by my 
modesty as a woman> my rank as the 
daugbter of an earl, and, above all, by 
duty and tenderness to my parents, to give 
^ him this encouragement, in time he sought 
some gentle being to whom he might lay 
open tbe burden of hii^ heart, and in whose 
counsel he might sedc consolation for his 
sufferings. He found such an one> and 
like many other men, he found too that 
f friendship with woman is sister to love;* 
and he soothed the sonrowH&e had felt, ia 
VOL. HI. o being 
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being uha|»le to attain me, by as union; ar 
iirery happjf union with her. 

'' What I £eh on tbi& occasion^ it would 
%ue impossible to describe^ and foolish to 
recoUect. Mai^y years have gone by, and 
the common fesses of life been felt in va-^ 
rious ways, but I have had no sorrow like 
ihi&sorroMf ; but we will let it pass/' 

Yet it would not pass unmarked by its 
accustomed tear : — ^^the tribute paid, lady 
Elizabeth proceeded. 

'^ H«l had many children, and was so situ* 
ated as often to need a. friend. The houp 
of independence was, blest to me, only as 
il enabled me to contribute to his com- 
£ort« and that of his amiable partner; but 
mp hand was not seen ia the transaction, 
and another received his gratitude, while 
I enjoyed his happiness: but you already 
an^ticipate my story; you cannot have for- 
got my indisposition at sir William's, when 
wemef on your marriage/- • 
: ^f<| do indeed perceive Mr. Slingsby was 
the mian ho!idured> by your partiality,*' 

said 



said Gfiselda ; ''and I only wonder you 
liad the courage to contend with a passion 
^hich had so much worth for its object^ 
find lament that you were depHved of each 
oiher." 

" I am at this day assured that my con- 
duct was right ; he has been happy, and I 
have not been wretched; perhaps our uni- 
on would have rendered both miserable; it 
must hnve done so inevitably during the 
life of my parents, and that would have 
been much the greater part of life, and 
through those years which ought to be its 
best; and I now enjoy the comfort of ma- 
king his chiM mt/ child^ in an union with 
c^ne whom I ever intended for my princi- 
pal heir. You see, my love, I speak to 
you frankly, for though I say principal, I 
have not forgotten your claims upon me." 
• " Alas!*' said Griselda, " my little claim* 
ant on your goodness is gone ; but your 
intentional kindfnessto that dear being will 
ever have a place in my heart, lady Eliza- 
btth." 

d2 ''Wg 
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We may have another little body 
.some time^'' said the old lady, pressing her 
3iand ; '* but my fear is, that if I were to give 
70U the contents of this pocket-book to 
tuy a mantle for the boy^ you would give 
it all io the naughty fafhen Hey ! are yeu 
to be trusted?" 

*' Whatever you give me to hold in trust 
for another, I mr/^r religiously withhold, 
^^even from my husbaiid ; but if y-ou gafve it 
me for myself, or at my own disposal, I 
-should certainly give myself the pleasure 
of bestowing it immediately on my dear 
.sir Edward." 

*' There then, silly girl, do your own 
ivay — there are five thousand pounds for 
you to throw after the rest. But remem- 
ber, it is my gift to you, not him— as i gave 
the ten to Miss Slingsby, not William. I 
like to make my own sex of consequence, ' 
jnind that. Loqk, the men are coming up 
that walk — now don't be a fool to go and 
-meet them." 

" Adieu !" said <jriselda, and she sprang 

away 
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away laughing; and bounding across tfie* 
Iawn> light as the fawns around her^ calling 
oiit ta sip WUliam to take care of lady Eli- 
zabeth^ then seizing sir Edward^ she led 
him into a little thicket, in all the agree- 
able trepidation of delight and gratitude. 

^ What's the matter, Griselda ? we met 
the ladies a little below, and Maria Eger- 
ton has been assuring me that you are in 
a very poor way ; and has been proposing 
to console me by sympathetic attention^ 
when you, like the lily> shall lay your pale^ , 
cheek on the ground; but I think the roses- 
have the predominance now/^ 

*' Ah, well ! she told me l was to* die inrn 
autumn, and so look here what lady Eliza* 
beth has givea me to pay funeral ejo-« 
pcnces," 

'^ Lady Elizabeth is very good to us, my 
love; but I cannot, even, in jest,, talk of 
jx}ur funeral, Griselda.!' 

*' Then we will call it christening ex*- 
pences, Edward," said Griselda, blushing a' 
deeper red. 

B 3 Thr 
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• The baronet caught her to his bosom^-^nd ' 
the bright beam that glanced from hisenrap* 
tured eye was heightened by the tear that 
sprang at the call of gratitude and love. 

*' But look at these dear bills, Edward ;• 
here are five of them/ a thousand pounds 
a^piece — is she not good ? and how kind, 
to give them to me to present you !" 

*^ Ah, Grizzy, no quizzing ! I under* 
stand the good lady — she has given them 
tK) you, and you only, bona ,fide — I under- 
stand it thoroughly ; but I have no objec- 
tion, for the gift is sweeter for the channel 
it has run through ; but I will not have 
thevri att, Griselda.** 

" Your colliery wants them all, andt | 
iVant nothing ; I ishall sell some hay next 
week, and I am indeed very rich at pre* 
se'nt — 1 have "above fifty pounds/* 

'* Very rich, upon my honour, ladjr 
Langdale," said the baronet, making, a ]ovir 
bow; "^^ you will probably now be inclined 
to ftport a trifie at hazard or pharo : but 
however, joking apart, you have made me 

a richer 
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S richer rftan thati I ever was in my Kfe, 
for these are the first thousands on which 
I knew how to set a just value. You haver 
no idea how many uses I shall apply thi^ 
money to/* 

" Ah, but, alas ! Mr. Shandy, the five 
thousand will not ' inclose the ox tnoofy 
build a wirtg to the house, and send your 
son Bobby to collegfe j' but here comes ther 
gi&ntle Maria/' 

" More the pity ; your sauciness is bef-* 
ter than her insipidity /' 

*' I have flown to you on the wings of 
trembling expectation,'* said Miss Egerton> 
" for t reafty feared lady Langdate waa^ 
i^eized with fainting, and my melting bo- 
itom throbbed to participate — T^hy da ybif 
sihile, sir Edward ?" 

*' Only at fhe idea atvihat your melting: 
bosom throbbed to participate: was it the 
eaudeluce, the hartshorn, or the fall bii 
the velvet lawn, Maria?" 

** Safely your own heaft will tell ydir 

it was nonfe of these/' said the fair maixf; 

i D 4 in 



56 PATIENCE AJ^© PEHSEVERANCB- 

in a soft whisper ; " it was the sympathy 
of your tenderness — ^the soul-thrilling sen* 
sibility of awakened pity beaming in youn 
lucid eye/' 

" Ton my life, my lucid eyes are much 
obliged to you ; but L seldom use them 
for the purpose of pity, when I look at 
lady Langdale/' returned the baronet, ga- 
zing on her,^ with eyes fuU of admiration^, 
as she quickened her pace before them to 
the house. 

Maria gently took his arm, and looking 
bim most tenderly in the face, said-—*' But 
surely you have eyes of pity for some less, 
favoured mortals than the happy Griselda/' 
Then instantly recovering herself, as if she 
had gone too far, she withdrew her eyes, 
in beautiful confusion, and if she did not 
blush, it wa3 the fault of nature and not of 
intention^ for she meant to. be '* celestial 
rosy red." 

Sir Edward was surprised ; he could not 
be displeased, for where is the man that 
lypuld be angry at a pretty woman for ad^- 

miring 
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miring him ? not knowing what to say, he? 
remained silent, and looking a little fool^ 
ish, when Maria, in an agony, exclaimed— ->- 
*♦ What have tsaid ! oh, pardon nre, dear,* 
dear sir Edward 1 I cannot live under yonv^ 
SHiger-— indeed I cannot !'* 

^' Ridicidous ! I am not angry^. Aluss 
Sgerton/' 

The violence of the young lady's excla^ 
nation drew the attention of lady Lang-^ 
dale, . who returning to them;- inquired! 
what was the matter? The young lady,, 
whose hand, no one knew how, was press- 
ing sur Edward's, gave him an^ expressive^ 
look, whispering '^^Donot betray me,*' and> 
flew forward inan opposite direction. The^ 
baronet's confusion increased, and be cer«- 
tainly wished his wife away at that instant,v 
though nothing could be farthet* from his^ 
thoughts than desiring Miss Egerton in her 
place. 

Lady Langdale read his thoughts, ancK 
said, laughingly — *' Come, Edward^ don't 
look so^ flamagasted like/ as DiiLon says ;: 

B 5 tKo>o^^^ 
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though SO) be a9 how Maria had made loYe 
tq yQU> thete b n^thiog ^eur in that ; let 
us join our friejads ; you sre wanted to* 
tmke ap a mYfelier*--Iady Elizabeth waits 
fw yoti/' 

*' I ought to be vmthtg on her/' satd shr 
EdK^rd ; and shaking off his stitpov^ he 
immediately went into the house> and in at. 
few moBjente had forgotten the affain 

Bui aeooirding' to the custom of a^lLheroF-^ 
inesi wihien any moving scene has^ taken: 
place^ jM^; Egerton declined joining the 
company that night; she did nat, howcreiv 
decline eating a petite soiiper, rather ins 
character with her appetite than her senti^ 
mental distress; and the next morning ap«- 
peared with her cheek glowing with itsac-* 
customed health^ contrary to ali established 
rttles on such occasions* 

When, i» the beginning af June, sir 
William Elland and the ladies took their 
feave> MissEgerton, having noticing else to 
do, renewed her attack on the heart of 
the gentleman^ whose present appeltative, 

in 
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iti all her leffers (jmd they were many): 
iVas the '' interesltiftg insensible;" but ^totk 
ttie perversertess of fafe, or some such inci- 
dent, the baronet was now never af 
leisure to receive the artillery dfrecfed to^ 
his heart : tte season wai fine> and he de^ 
n^ted to tsree the progress of his hay-iha^ 
k^iig; his^ improvements at the coHrerjr 
went rapidly forward ; and he was imps^ 
fiviit' ta eijpedite the business of the fieKT, 
that he might find itten to begiir h» pro*^ 
jcid'ted little canal-^iri shorf, " he might have* 
answered with a sigh, but that he had no^ 
tinnfe;" aAd' wliat was still worse, his happy 
Griselda, rej<)icing in her prospect of see^ 
ing him in a fair, way of becoming, in eve* 
ry respect, the worihy useful man she had^ 
e^er fondly believed him capsible of, grew 
every day more blooniingl and less likely 
to' ^1 with the leaves in autumn; 

Desirous of amusing her^ fair guest arf 
imich ae^ the- coutitry all6>^ed> lady Lang-^ 
datfe made* freSquent visits amfong the neigh^-^- 
btMiririg" gtoity; wheiie' Mfej EgettcW'rf^ 
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pretty little person;, and still more, her* 
pretty large fortune, never failed to excite? 
attention^; and in one of these visits she- 
met with a yoiing officer^ the son^of a no*> 
bleman^ whose devoirs appeared by no* 
means disagreeable to her — a-circufnstance 
certainly rather pleasant to lady Langdale- 
tban^ otbecways^ foi^ the honourable cap- 
tain Maclan vr^ an agreeable well-bred/ 
ip»]^ and without being brilliant^ was no* 
vay deficient in abilities, and- though not 
rich, was the next heir to a respectable ti- 
tle and estate ; so that it was hardly to. be 
hoped that sir Edward could find a more- 
eligible match for his ward than this pre- 
sented. 

* One day^ when lady Langdale had made- 
a> morning vi^it to their nearest neighbour^, 
colonel White's, (where they had first met 
captam MacUuij who was again their visi-t 
tant> with* two* other gentlemen,) Mrs. 
Whit€ pressed the ladies so affectionately 
|0 take dinner en famille, tb?t»]they con-* 
iented, on condition^ o£ sending the scxr^ 

vant 
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yf^t to excuse them to sir Edward. They 
were on horseback ; lady Langdale hadr ^ 
dismounted; but on her saykig — ** Tell, 
your master^ Tom^ I entreat him to join u& 
here/' Miss Egerton turned her horse'^- 
head; declaring she would herself go back. 
to the Grange and bring him« or die in the 
attempt, galloping. oflT as she uttered the 
last word^ 

'^ Spoken like a true heroine/' said Mrs.. 
White, laughing ; '' your little friend is- 
subject to stalking on stilts, hey, lady Lang- 
dale ?" 

^' She has had no mother to correct the 
exuberance of her fancy," replied Grisel- 
da ; '' and in fact, hers are rather flights ot 
the tongue than the imagination/' 

*' I thoughtsb/* said Louisa Whhe; *'for 
she told' me thai her delight was inexpres- 
sible, her rapture transcendant, v^hen she 
saw that strawberries were ripe ; and yet I 
found she liked them no better than other' 
people, for she ate fewer than either Bet-- 
«cy or me/* 



' X 
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^ r wi^ the young lady/' said the cdlb^ 
' itel, sarcastically, •' may be equally modcf-^ 
rate in her passion for every thing sfce* 
praises^^; bwt having frequently found In^ 
dies of her description fall from theherghts'* 
of sentimeot into^ the deeps of sen^, t al^ 
Ways conclude them in some dawger,"^ 

Eady tangdale was just?begirining^^dc^ 
fence, when captain Maclan entering, the- 
ciSinver^tiot^ chdng^d* aiid^ the c<9ittpany 
took a turrf in the gardeft, expecting, on' 
their returnji to find Miss Egert<>nTeturnetf 
with her prize; but they were disappoint- 
^; and after waiting a full hour, t^ the 
great embarras^tnent erf Grifeldfe/tiie fatiliily 
Bftt down without theitt^ 

As Tom did not return, Griselda srilB 
hoped thaA sir Bdward had' been detainled 
ta dinner, but would accompany MWa in* 
the cool of the eveniogi; andsatirin a kind^ 
of embarrassing expectation; w-hich. wa&' 
much increased by the- remarks of 'colonet 
White^ who* gave frtsqueni hints of a sup^ 
jposed petichant of the young lady for sir 

Edward, 
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Edvfard^ but in a manner so exactly balan^* 
ced between je^l and earnest^ that it was< 
imposftible to taJce notice of it seriously. 
At length the shades of evenihg descended 
faat^ aiid dU hopes of their arrival were at 
an end; and lady Laogdale was obliged to» 
request colonel White would permit his* 

servant to altend her home. 

» 

Captain Nfaelan. immediately oflfered to^ 
become her escorr) which she gracefulty- 
aecepted, at the same time turning to the 
other gentleman^ bis friend^ she proposed 
that he would join them, as he would be 
company for the eapdarn on his return ; 
the arrangement w«8 q»iekly made ; a^nd 
in a short time thelltfle cavafcade wasbe^ 
fore the Grange^ where they fbitnd the- ba- 
ronet and hw fair wand at their coffee. 
Captain Maclan rallied the young lady on 
her assertion of power she etidentiy did 
Ho* possess ; and the baronet appeared' 
then, for the first time-, to learn that he had 
been expected at colonel White's; but this 
eek«€isstmea8a^beseech1ng^eye again for* 
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bade him to comment upon at this timer 
and the gentlemen departed, with an assu^ 
ranee from Miss Egertton that she had' 
found the baronet engaged with some men> 
who staid so long, it was impossible to 
bring him ta dinn€r, or return herself in^ 
fime. 

When the gentlemen were gone, lady 
Laiigdale could not help perceiving a 
gloom on her husband's brow, which cir^ 
cumstanc^ would rather have placed oa. 
her own ; but anxious/ by her good hu- 
mour, to prove that she was abov€ suspi^* 
cion,and that her confidence iahim<wasas. 
firm as her attentions to his feelings were* 
delicate, she broke silence, by observing 
captain Maclan was a very pleasant man. 

'' Inj/our opinion,, you should add, lady 
Langdale." 

" My opinion is not singular; they arc 
very fond of him at colonel White's ; and 
Miss Egerton thought very highly of him., 
last week." . 

ff Who I! oh noi lady Langdale! there- 

* • • 
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is nothing in captain Maclan. I did not 
see him through j/our eyes, believe me ; I 
never saw a less fascinating creature." 

'' I know nothing of fascination," re- 
turned lady Langdale, " for I hate the 
word, and all that it implies. I have seen 
it through Miss Edgeworth's eyes, and 
thiak her admirable novel of Leonora has 
pro|>erly exposed it to ridicule and con^ 
tempt ; but this I do know, that when cap* 
lain Maclan paid yoAi very marked atten- 
tions, you received them with very marked 
approbation ; and as he has, iit the pre^ 
sence of colonel White this evening, en- 
tteated me to introduce him to sir Edward^ 
for the purpose of pursuing his supposed 
interest with you, it is very proper he- 
should know of the little chance he has to^ 
succeed, a circumstance either sir Edward 
or myself ought to communicate immedi- 
ately ;* for though the young man k not 
iascinating, he is, I believe, very respect*^ 
able, and ought not to be trifled with.'- 

Sir Edward's brow cleared as lady Latig^ 

dalet 
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dale spoke ; and she felt an assurance that 
some insinuation, that had awakened his 
jealousy, had occasioned the gloom lihe 
had observed. Determined to remove it 
at once, she said— '' Probably Maria ha» 
told you, during your long tete-d"4Ste, that 
colonel White's family wish us to join 
them in a trip to Harrowgate ; Mr. Hartop, 
the gentleman you saw to-night> and c^p^ 
tain Maclan, are of the party/' 

" That Mr. Hartop k a pleasatit niiin, Jf 
think/' said sir Edward. 

" Yes, he is a man of more taletit thaft 
the captain; and, like him^ I understand^ 
is in pursuit of a lady who cannot make \spt 
her mind— a Mi^ Glynn, ndtv at Haf row- 
gate. I must own I think it a pity wfr 
should shut Miss Egertbn up at the Gninge j 
and I was imprudent enough to pi^6pbs6 
her accompanyiug»Mr$. Wdrte, in case yott 
did not think of going; but under exist* 
ing eircumsfattces, that is impossible.^ 

'^ You <!:aTi go without me, lady Lang^ 
dale ; if ydu have a passion or a necessity 

for 
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for going to Harrowgate, I beg I may be na 
bar to your enjoyment/' 
; " So far from wishing to go to Harrow-^ 
gate, sir Edward, I have this moment told 
you that I have provided a chaperone fot 
Miss Egerton, in case I found you were 
engaged. I think .you have not now t6 
learn that all places are alike to me, when 
with you or without you/' 

" You have made yourself tolerably 
happy to-day, I presume, from ' morn to 
noon, from noon to dewy night/' 

" No, sir Edward, I have not been hap- 
py, but I have waited with an appearance 
of ease, lest my uneasiness should be con*, 
strued into jealousy, and you should be re- 
flected upon : nor have I inquired into 
your motives for staying at home, lest I 
should wound your feelings by seeming to 
mistrust you," 

'' Then you did not mistrust me ! No, 
Griselda, you do not love me well enough 
tobe jealous of me. That quick percep- 
tion of alarm which is ttie character of 

true 
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true passion, you never felt. To the teir- 
derness of your nature, to your high sense^ 
of honour, to your extreme consciousness, 
I have owed — but I cannot talk on this- 
subject !'* The baronet rushed out of the 
room in extreme agitation, and was heard^ 
to enter the library, the door af which he 
lacked, with a sound that bespoke the tre- 
Bior of the hand that did it. 

Sorrow and indignation shook tiie very . 
frame of Griselda ; and she sat, for some- 
moments^ in a JtiuA of trembling stupor,,, 
in which, amid conflicting passions, she yet 
felt a grateful sense of peace, by degrees,, 
steal aver her mind, from the full convic'^ 
tlon that she was beloved;, and that the jea* 
lousy which had evidently affected the ba* 
ronet had proceeded from the high value: 
h^ placed on her love, rather than any 
suspicion of its object; thus consoled, by 
degrees her mind became tranquil; and as 
soon as she was enabled to speak with com- 
posure, she addressed Miss Egerton thus:-~ 

'' The full conviction I feel that you^. 

musk 
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«7nust be shocked in observing the mischief 
jou have done. Miss Egerton, and the 
hope that, in duly considering how much 
greater it might have been, you will be for 
ever induced most anxiously to avoid a re- 
petition of it in any family with whom you 
are connected, is my sole reason for ad- 
. -dressing you ; for under any otlieT convic- 
.4ion, no circumstance should persuade me 
to hold converse with a being whose con- 
xluct excites alike my horror and contempt. . 
'' To profess, by word, gesture, or insinu* 
xition of any kind, a passion for a married 
man, is not merelv indelicate but sinful; 
it is an endeavour to subvert the laws of 
God and the bonds of society, and to des« 
4roy that confidence which is at once the 
reward and the proof of virtue: it is 
changing even the order of vice, since it 
is seducing man to adultery 1 — do not start 
at terins, Maria ! she who ^eals the affec* 
Mons of a husband from his wife, is an adul- 
iress of so deep a die, all other prostitutes 
may whiten by her side ; but when, to ef- 
fect 
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feet her purpose, she insinriates ought 
against the fair fame of the innocent being 
vrhose peace she would destroy, she adds the 
assassin's dagger to the wanton^ wile ; and 
at the bar of conscience here, and of heaven 
hereafter, shall appear in all her native de- 
formity. You have not injured me, Maria, 
beyond the feeling of the hour ; and for 
that, painful as it has been, I can forgive 
you; but. contemplate the picture I have 
given you, and tremble at the thisg you 
might have been, had the wish formed by 
your vanity succeeded ; for depend upon 
it, the woman who seeks to awaken illicit 
passion will never fail to become its vic- 
tim." 
- Maria, astonished and overwhelmed with 
the dreadful denunciations of lady Lang- 
dale, started at hearing the tender sensibi- 
lities she had so long nourished treated 
with such rude appellatives ; but her awe- 
struck tongue refused one apology for the 
gentle brood of susceptibilities; for the 
voice of truth, when seconded by the 

whispers 
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vbispcTS of conscience^ is irresistible r the 
alternate flushing and paleness of her 
cheeky and the tears that stood in her eye, 
were an appeal to the pity of lady Lang- 
dale her heart strove not to resist ; she 
took her hand, and added every excuse for 
her which could be made by the tender- 
est friendship; and the ease with which she 
reconciled her was a proof that vanity and 
romance had more to do with the aflfair 
thati passion. 

The night was far advanced, and Maria 
retired most gladly, the moment lady 
Langdale suggested its expediency ; she 
had not heard sir Edward move since he 
went into the library; and from its vicini- 
ty, she concluded he must have overheard 
the conversation ; and she was not with- 
out hopes that he would conclude his lady 
a great termagant, and herself a suffering 
saint. 

Sir Edward, as soon as the first gust of 
passion was over, saw that Maria had made 
a fool of him; when she endeavoured to 
*- suggest 
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'Suggest ought against the purity of hisGl^i"' 
selda^s inclinations and affections ; but he 
had^ for some tinre^ been nourishing a de^- 
gree of vekatioh at her apparent disregard 
of Miss Egerton's advances, imputing ihat 
to indifference on her part wbich pro- 
-ceeded from extreme delicacy; for Grisel- 
^a's eye was quick to mark every look and 
action calculated to alarm her love.; and . 
had she not been convinced that he deser- 
ved her confidetice, and been fearful of 
wounding him by a distrust which might 
renew the memory of past sufferings, she 
would have marked her disapprobation of 
Miss Egerton's manners some time before — 
a conduct she now wished she had adopted, 
as it might have prevented those observa- 
.tions which fell from colonel White, who 
evidently h^d looked on both parties with 
-that jaundiced eye the failings of sir Ed- 
ward had doubtless infected all his neigh* 
bourswith. Such is the constant effect, 
and doubtless the proper punishment, of a 
dereliction from the paths of virtue. 

As 
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As sir Edward became cool, he heard the 
voice of Griselda raised above its usual, 
pitch; as he listened to the soutid^ now 
broken, now agitated, he said — *' Ah, this 
is love ! — it must be love — that love for 
which the warmth of my own feelings 
sighed. Yes, yes !. Griselda, it seems, 
can be angry where she is touched — 
but perhaps.she is angry because I hinted 
at her partiality for Maclan, and know- 
ing that her conduct will bear the strict- 
est scrutiny, she presumes on the im- 
possibility of my scanning her heart; 
. * for,' as Maria said, ' what, under heaven, 
' is so inscrutable as the heart of a wot 
man ?" 

Thus the baneful poison he had imbibed 
checked the influence of reason and affec- 
tion ; and though he heard Maria retire, 
he still sat brooding over imagined misery, 
and nursing a faint shadow, which every 
moment eluded him, into a substance on 
which he could lay a foundation for sor- 
row. While in this humour, Griselda tapp- 
VOL, iii| £ ed 
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ed at the door^ which he opened with a 
most ungracious aspect, and flinging him- 
self again on the sofa, threw back his head 
with arepulsivealr which forbade all conver- 
sation. Griselda stoo4 silent some minute^ 
but finding the gloom on his brow conti- 
nue, she sat down with a kind of troubled 
resignation in her countenance, that waited^ 
in sorrow, for an explanation of his con- 
duct. 

After this suspense had continued about 
half an hour, sir Edward, rising hastily, 
snatched the candle his lady had brought in 
her hand, and stalked up stairs. As the fa- 
mily were all in bed (lady Langdale hav-^ 
ing sent h^r maid to rest before she enter- 
ed the library )jf she followed him in si- 
lence, but saw, with surprise, he turned 
into the room lately occupied by lady Eli- 
zabeth ; following him thither, she at 
length said — " I must take the candle to 
fetch your nightcap and my own." 
•' I shall sleep alone, lady Langdale.*' 
'' Behold/' said Griselda, internally, 

^how 
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* how great a fire a little spark kindleth !'* 
But there was a fire in her own breast 
which glowed with indignation at the surly 
and unmerited ill-humour of her husband ; 
and she found an extreme difficulty in 
wthholding the warm expostulatroii which 
rushed to her lips; but remerhbering, ac- 
cording to her excellent custom, that a 
^ mild answer turneth away wrath," she re- 
strained herself; and getting another can- 
dle^ she went into her own room, and af- 
ter a few moments of recollection and si- 
lent devotion, she saw clearly that it was 
folly \o reason with a man whose own rea- 
son condemned his conduct as much as 
hers could do, and who must be convinced 
of her innocence (if he could doubt it), 
rather by subsequent circumstances than 
present assertions ; she therefore returned 
with both their night-clothes in her hand, 
saying jestingly as she entered — *' You 
are much to be pitied, my good Joseph, 
for your double attack to-day, but you 
may depend upon it I shall not leave you; 

» 2 ia 
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in fact, I have a great many things to tell 
you— I had aletterfrom Allen this mornings 
which says that——" 

" I wonder you can talk about Allen, 
Griselda, when you know that I — I '' 




ay^ my love, I wont talk of no Ah 
lens, if I am your Griselda again/' The 
smothered emotion now found vent in 
tpars which would not be repressed. 
'' But why do you weep, Griselda ?*' 
'' Why do I weep ? have you not doubt- 
ed my love, misconstrued my very tender- 
ness, and avoided me as if I were unwor- 
thy explanation, and do you ask why I' 
weep ? Oh Edward ! - there are faults 
against the heart that will not be forgiven ; 
and justly might you doubt the devoted- 
ness of mine, if I could see your conduct 
with indifference." 

^^ I have been a fool, Griselda ; I see now 
that I did not comprehend you ; but the 
consciousness of not deserving y^u flakes 



me — — 



5^ Hush, Edward ! remember our agree- 
ment 
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ment never to look backward ; and espe- 
cially in a moment Irke this, when, con- 
scious of mutual tenderness and returning 
virtue, we may look forward with hope, 
and upward with humble confidence." 

The ill-humours and doubts of the baro- 
net thus dispelled^ he slept soundly till 
morning j but he found his lady very un- 
well, the agitation she had experienced 
having produced a considerable degree of 
fever; and on his rising, she requested him 
to send for her apothecary. 

Alarmed and distressed, the baronet now 
saw all the folly of his conduct ; and onf 
descending to breakfast, felt so vexed with 
Miss Egertoh, for the uneasiness she had 
occasioned him, that the young lady saw 
very clearly the impossibility of sighing 
to any purpose, and received, with great 
relief, a summons to lady Langdale's apart- 
ment, though she was not the person, of 
all others, with whom she desired another 
tete-d'tete. 

The good humour and suavity of lady 
* E 3 Langdale's 



I 
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Langdale's manners soon set t^e young 
lady at ease, and effectually checked all in-^ 
clination in fhe s,ervants to make unplea- 
sant observations on the events of the pre- 
ceding day. As it was the opinion of the, 
apothecary that lady Langdale bad better 
not rise till evening, a sentence which ap* 
peared greatly to affect sir Edward, she 
persuaded him to ride over to colonel 
White's, and make V amende honorable, by 
taking dinner with them, as she was order- 
ed to be perfectly quiet— a regimen it 
would be impossible for her to observe, 
if she was tempted to conversation by 
his society. The baronet saw the pro-^ 
priety of the advice too well to resist it„ 
and he was glad to be out of the .way 
of Miss Egerton, whom he could not 
forgive, as yet, for the pain she had occa- 
sioned him. When he was gone, she, too, 
was kindly dismissed into the library, where 
lady Langdale hdvised her to read a novel 
called *' Plain Sense," as one very likely to 
counteract the flimsy but mischievous pro- 

dticrtons. 
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ductions she had been in the habitof con- 
templating. 

Sir Edward returned early in the even- 
ing to take his coffee with his wife, being 
accompanied by captain Maclan, whose 
pleasure at finding Miss Egerton staid at 
ibome to nurse lady Langdale^ evinced the 
juQterest he took in her, and would have ef- 
fectually cured air Edward of his doubts, 
had any sueh remained. He now thought 
the captain a great deal too good for Ma- 
ria, and had ^reat difficulty in observing 
the promise he had made Griselda, of let- 
ting the affair take its own course, and per- 
mitting the captain to ramble out with the 
young'iady, while he spent a cheerful hour 
in relating to her the chit-chat of the day, 
which involved the history of a promise he 
had given to Mrs. White, to join their party 
at Harrowgate immediately after the 
twelfth of August. 

^' But will not Maria think that a long 
time to wait r' » 

*' Oh ! she is to go along with them 

E 4 next 
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next week; you may go too if you please, 
but " 

'' No more of this, Edward, I beseech 
you ; for as I go only for pleasure, be as- 
sured I will not leave it behind me; and to 
leave the Grange* at this season of the 
year, now you have made it so beautiful^ 
even if you were out of the question^ 
would be a mortification to me; and I don't 
dislike j^oti very much as a companion in 
such a paradise/' 

*^ Agreed then ; we will go as soon as I 
have laid the first trophies of niy gun at 
your feet; in the meantime^ I shall be em- 
ployed every hour with my farm or m^ 
cottages.** 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. iir. 

At the appointed tirae^ Miss Egerton ac- 
companied colonel White's family to Har- 
rowgate ; and lady Langdale, recovered 
from her indisposition, resumed her habit 
of accompanying her beloved companion 
in his visits to the workmen employed in 
his various improvements. The knowledge 
of country affairs obtained in early life, 
and that happy faculty of giving interest to 
trifles, and- adorning objects of use with 
the garb of elegance, which was her pecu- 
liarqiiality, rendered her a companion of so 
much importance to her husband, that 
every moment of his life seemed income 
plete, unless it wa^ in some way connect- 
ed with* her ; * and the ride she did not par- 

E 5 ' take. 
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take^ the opinion she did not hear^ owed 
their principal charm to the sentiments she* 
would give upon them in the hour of even-^. 
ing, which was ever enlivened by her con- 
versation or her music. 

She noW devoted a good deal of time to< 
dra^ving^ when the baronet^s affairs led hira^ 
beyond her circle: and her labours became^ 
a source of. great gratification to both> 
which, after a short time, induced the bar 
ronet again to try his long-neglected pen-- 
<il; and they began to sketch together, the- 
banks of the Wharfe every where affording 
them delightful subjects^ One day he ob- 
served that it was a great gratification t6^ 
him to regain a little power of amusements 
in that vvay, as he could indulge it in the. 
neighbourhood of Harrowgate, and with- 
out it> he did not l^now how he should pass^> 
l)is time there. 

^' You forget the billiards for morning^^ 
tjie, matches for noon, and the cards for 
evening," said Griselda, '' aU of which, I 
bave imderstpQd^ are the regular pastimes^ 

of 
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of the visitants at Harrowgate : when you 
are there, you will play, of course, but I 
am certain it will be moderately." 

'' I will play billiards, for I am fond of 
the game ; but if even there was no harm 
attending the other amusements beyond 
the dreadful impetus they give-the mind^ 
I would not engage in them for the world 
— no, Griselda, I have attained peace, and 
I will never know any pleasure unconnect- 
ed with that celestial gift. My present 
pursuits engage, but never harrass my 
mind — occupy, but never distract me;. and 
I would not exchange them for the fever- 
ish but enervating interest excited by the 
gaming-table from choice, even if my 
present perception of such pleasures, in a 
moral and religious point of view, per- 
ipitted me, which they certainly do not, to 
engage in them again. If, however, yDu 
do perceive me likely to fall — for who, with 
my impetuous temper, dare answer for 
himself? — you will, I trust, be near, as a tu- 
telary goddess, to warn me from dinger, 

E 6 ^.w\ 
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and point to the precipice beneath me. t 
am no longer afraid of being schooled by^ 
a wife ; not only your gentleness of na- 
ture, but the fine perception you have of 
my honour, enables me to trust implicitly 
to you for adding to, not diminishing my 
dignity ; had you been one whit less ami- 
able, less indulgent, less delicate, than you: 
are, your very generosity would have- 
been a burden, against which I ffear either 
the pride or caprice of' my nature would? 
have rebelled ; and insteadr of being the- 
grateful being you had a right to find in a 
husband so singularly obligated; I.should" 
have become morose, ilnperious, suspi- 
cious> and captious ; and our retiremen^ 
would have been embittered by perpetual; 
recriminations, reproaches, and bickerings;, 
the first smile of fortune would have been 
hailed as the dawn of liberty ; and my re- 
turn to the world would have stamped me 
a decided villain ; for when a man so at-- 
tempered loses his own esteem, he cares 
little for the world^s; but your kindness 

has — — 
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Bas but no matter ; I hope my life, and 

more, my death, will show you that your 
** labour of love has not been in vain." 

We hope the fashionable world will for- 
give sir. Edward for this short Scripture 
quotation, as he was not much given to 
peculiarities of this' kind ; but having 
lately read the Bible a great deal, and being 
much pleased with the wonderful com- 
prehensiveness of its language, and being 
more in the habit of conversing confiden- 
tially with a pious clergyman than any 
other person, some excuse may be made 
for him. Certain it is, however, that al- 
though he had been rusticating in the 
country so long, prosing with parson 
Berkeley and' his own wife, he yet retained 
so completely the air "of a man of the 
very first world," that when he drove up 
to the Dragon in Harrowgate, according to 
the direction of their good neighbours, 
who had now been there above a months 
a number of young ladies in the drawing- 
room windows declared he was a most en- 
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chanting creature^ and almost induced 
poor Miss Eger ton to fall in love with h!m 
over again, notwithstanding she had given 
poor captain Maclan all reasonable encou- 
ragement. 

Mrs. Goodland making her appearance, 
with that honest civility in her face and 
deportment which renders her so general 
a favourite, they were immediately* ushered 
to their friends, and by them introduced 
to a very numerous party, before whom 
Miss Egerton had an opportunity of dis- 
playing a considerable portion of ingenuous 
sensibility ; but notwithstanding this little 
exhibition of hers, lady Langdale perceiv- 
ed that she had lost a good deal of her 
usual affectation, which she saw with great 
pleasure, justly imputing her improvement 
to the effects of general society, which 
usually produces a cure for peculiarities of 
manner, and a degree of self-possession^, 
which is often desirable in minds of a timid 
or eccentric cast. 
On lady Langdale retiring to dress, she 

was 



« 
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was accompanied by Mrs. White; she learnt 
from her^ thai captain Maclan had been on 
*he whole very favourably received by 
Miss Egerton ; but, at the same time, she 
had declared that he wa^ unequal to fill the 
mighty void made in her aching heart ; 
and Mrs. White feared that if any dashing 
spendthrift, with which Harrowgate abound- 
ed, should come in her way, and make 
book-speeches,, she would, forsake the ho- 
nourable captain. Mrs. White was inter- 
rupted by a. lady opening the door of the 
next room to her washerwoman, as it ap- 
peared; and in a pleasant voice,but Irish'ac- 
centi and severe tone, begin, to scold her 
for having charged a penny a-piece for her 
go wns^ more than she had done the prece- 
ding summer, declaring she abhorred impo- 
sition — so she did, and- she never would 
submit to.it* 

'^ If your ladyship considered the price 
of soap, and how dear every thing is du- 
ring the season, I am sure " 

^' Don't go to talk to me now about 

k 

your 
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your dareness, and' your soap now, and alF 
your botheration, but take the money off 
your bill, Mrs. Westmoreland, and have 
done with your nonsense now." 

'^ Indeed your ladyship is too hard, I 
cannot do it.'* 

V Well, then, V\\ tell yoii what you shall 
do, my good woman ; you know I'm your 
friend, and I'll recommend you every 
where; so ye'll jiist wash my little girls 
pinafores into the bargain with their 
frocks, you see/' 

'^ Good Heavens !" exclaimed Griselda^ 
'^ is the speaker indeed a gentlewoman ?— • 
and can any person who frequents such a 
house as this be so poor as to ** 

'Mt is lady Llewellin, and she is poor 
this morning, I dare say ; for I saw her 
lose three hundred pounds last night; and 
the morning before she lost fifty guineas 
in the billiard-room, with betting : her 
little ladj'ship is very well known at this 
place as a systematic gambler ; she regu- 
larly beats down every trades person in the 

place. 
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place, and seldom enters a shop without 
being insulted ; but I believe she pays her 
debts very regularly, which is something 
to say of a woman who lives by her wits/* 

" What a shocking life ! — she is a widow, 
I conclude ?** 

''Oh no^ she is a young wife ; and wasr 
very pretty, a year or two ago — in fact, is 
considered so at this time ; but the dread-" 
ful course she is engaged in will soon de«> 
stroy her constitution ; its ravages are al- 
ready striking/^ 

** But why does her husband permit her 
to proceed in a course which must injure 
his fortune, and will not fail to ruin her 
reputation ?** 

** Because her husband happens to have 
no fortune to lose; and his dependence 
on his wife obliges him to comply with 
her pleasure." 

'^ Poor old man, he is to be pitied." 

^^ Spare your pity ; the baronet is young 
and handsome, bred -to the profession of 
^rms, and honoured by the favour of hi» 

sovereign i 
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sovereign ; married to a pretty woman, 
lyho has an income which might support 
them in comfort^ and is the heiress of a 
noble fortune : — he is not precisely an ob- 
ject of pity/' 

" But he is one of decided contempt :— 
an idle soldier, in the prime of life, sub- 
sisting on his wife's profits at the gaming«% 
table, is a being that must stand alone la 
the annals of the British army," 

i' I hope so : but there is the dinner-bel^ 
we must obey its summons."^ 

At dinner, lady Langdale was introduced 
to the two Miss Glynns, the younger of 
whom was the object of Mr. Hartop's petin 
chant; they were both beautiful women, 
and exceedingly admired ; but indeed 
there were so many elegant and handsome 
women in the room, that Griselda gazed 
round delighted, unconscious that she was 
herself the object of universal admiration. 

In the course of the evening, she was 
introduced to lady Llewellin, whose frank 
;yid insiuuating manners so far won upon 

her. 
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her^ that if she bad not witnessed h^r con- 
versation with the washerwoman, she 
would have concluded Mrs. White had 
painted her ladyship's f^ilFngs in too strong 
a point of view* With sir Arthur I^lew- 
ellin she was still more pleased, for there 
was a manly openness in his fine coun« 
tenance, and a dignity in his manner^ 
which she thought utterly inconsistent with 
the meanness of soul imputed to him ; 
and ^Ae. would have imputed that com- 
pliance with his lady's errors to an affee- 
tion for her, bordering on weakness, which 
others imputed to a baser motive, i( his 
marked attentions to another person had 
not forced her to see, that unless he was 
acting from a particular pique^ his senti-^ 
ments were not quite so pure as she was 
willing to bjelieve them. 

After dinner, card-parties were formed 
for the evening; but lady Langdale pre** 
ferred a walk in doctor Jaques*s plantations, 
whither she wjs accompanied by th^ 
yoqngerpart pf h«r party, sir Edward hav-* 
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ing agreed to play billiards with colonel 
Webster, who was considered the first 
player then in Harrowgate. The evening 
was mild, and the walk pleasant ; biit the 
to.tal •deficiency of scenery was so striking 
to an inhabitant of Wharfdate, that she 
could not help complaining of it; on which 
some of the gentlemen proposed a visit to 
Knaresborough in the morning, where they 
could ensure her a treat, as an admirer of 
the beautiful and picturesq^ue ; on which: 
captain Maclah said, that he was very anx- 
ious to make a party to visit Bolton Priory, 
a place not more than fifteen miles from 
Harrowgate, and yet^ by an unaccountable 
fatality, never named among the lions of 
the neijghbouring country; Studley, New- 
by, and KTackfaM, being considered, on one 
side, all worth seeing, and Harwood on 
the other ; whereas he was assured by an 
artist, now in the place, that Bolton far ex* 
ceeded any of them in picturesque scenery; 
and not only advanced this as his own 
opinion, but cited that of Turner and 

Westall, 
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Westall, who had repeatedly taken up their 
abode in its neighbourhood for purposes 
of study." 

Lady Langdale was going most cordially 
to express her desire of visiting this place, 
which doctor Whitaker's description of, in 
the '* History of Craven/' had made in a 
great measure known to her, when recol- 
lecting from whom the proposition came, 
she contented herself with saying, she 
should have no objection, if sir Edward had 
none; thus prudently obviating the possi- 
bility of awakening uneasiness in her hus- 
band, from apparent partiality to captain 
Maclan's scheme. 

Returning from their walk, they stepped 
into Hargrove's library to purchase his 
•** History of Knaresborough," as a guide 
for their proposed excursion. Some fine 
prints of Fountain Abbey attracted Gri- 
selda^s attention, and she was questioning 
Mif Hargrove about them, when a gentle- 
tnan, putting his head into the shop^ called 

out 
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out to one in the hews-room — '* Don't 
stand poring there; we've got excellent 
sport at the Dragon billiard-room : lady 
Llewellin has just won fifty guineas on 
W-— 's play against the colonel, and 
she's betting on the colonel's side against 
a new comer: her old friend, lady Wingem, 
waddled down from the Granby just as I 
came ouf: there'll be warm work to-night; 
the new man's a man of mettle." 

The print dropped from Griselda's hand, 
. and a*livid paleness overspread her coun- 
tenance. " What have I done !" exclaim- 
ed she, internally : '^ why did I visit this 
place, and thus lead him into temptation?" 
Miss White perceived she was unwell, 
but happily was ignorant of tbe cause. 
Lady Langdale took her arm, and saying 
she would look at the rest of the set to- 
morrow, hurried away, complaining of the 
hes^U As she walked down towards th^ 
Dragon, a thousand fears came oYcr her ; 
and when on^ of the comr^any proposed 

just 
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just lool^ing in upon the billiard-players, 
she assented in silence, from a total inabi- 
lity to reply. 

Sir Edward was declared victor, at the 
moment she entered, for the third time ; 
and lady Llewellln's face exhibited all the 
bitter disappointment of a female gamester, 
who had given the reins to her passions ; 
3ill the vivacity of her country sparkled in 
her eyes, and its volubility animated h^r 
^tongue, but devoid of that graceful softness 
so peculiarly captivating in the well-bred 
Irish-woman : she readily acknowledged, 
however, the superiority of the baronet's 
play, and regretted that he was gone home, 
like a fool, to paint miniatures, instead of 
playing again as he ought to have done. 

'* if your ladyship has a penchant for 
betting on the play of artists, you will have 
another opportunity soon, for H. is com- 
ing in,^ said captain Maclan, whispering 
to Griselda: '^ that is the person who spoke 
to me so highly in praise of Bolton.** 
Th« consciousness of having already avoid- 
ed 
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ed captain Maclan's attentions on this sub* 
ject made Griselda feel very awkward, and a 
blush rose on her cheek: sir Edward was 
playing with the ball, and by mere chance, 
raised his eye at the. very moment the 
whisper and the blush were given and 
raised. He was a 'moment puzzled, and 
his air of embarrassment increased his ladv's 
colour. Before he had time to analyze his 
own feelings, or repress his curiosity, he 
was pressed to play with the pereon who 
had just entered ; and though he had re- 
solved not to play any more, yet a sense 
that it was folly in him to give way to the 
pique of the moment, made him anxious 
to hide it from Griselda; he therefore con- 
sented. The bets were greatly in his fa- 
vour at first, owing to the great supe- 
riority of his play with the colonel ; but 
the skill of his antagonist, which was fully 
equal to his own, was aided by the trepida- 
tion occasioned by his vexation; and those 
who had sported much on his play grew 
exceedingly alarmed : among these lady 

Mellor 



Melldf'Wtts>in&dt £^fe^ciious; far though 
Idi^g' eslabliislied habits had gWen her lady* 
ship iiSiich mbre Mthmatid of countenance 
than her yotiirger friend, yet her broad 
fuce, and rolling figure, exhibited, in a 
strong pcfirit ofview, the prevailing passion, 

find rendered it doubly disgusting. 

» 

• Sir Edward had hitherto "kept his word 
tO' himself, and had literally played for the 
honours of conquest only; but now suf«- 
f^^rjng himself to be vexed with an ima* 
gitiary evil, he grew w^rth in the dispute; 
and proposed repeated bets with his anta* 
gonist, which were all firmly, though mo- 
destly declined. Several of the bye- 
standers were ready to take them^ but this 
sir Edw&rd did not accord with, though 
challenged by several ladies. The heart 
of Griselda palpitated with joy; she for- 
got every part of her vexation, save that 
she saw it had tainted his brow with gloom ; 
but the consciousness of his resolution in' 
tfa^ boar hot. only of temptation but of 
irrkability, was delightful to her; and the 
. vdi*. III. F openness 
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^pemtess pT her c<mnt^ai>c(»i comimitltda^ 
ted> ID a gre^ t|ieasur^^$h^.^i|sifol^^Qn 6h^ 

ielt to the hzTOfi^t, whfi, .y^l^n tk^gjaime 
^as finished^ though iosti fell himself ear 
sier than when he begun^ tind "propose^ 
another^ whidb^ after a hard contest^, he 
^on^ and it appeared thiQ ; general ppiniqf^ 
that the eombatatits were, pretty • equal. 
The artistj iinmediately after ttve ^ecoiad 
garoe^ withdrew^ leaving an impression on 
the baronet's miifd muqh in hiafavour^ an4 
a still stronger on that of lady Llewe;llin> 
as s)ie had by his means^ in the first game^ 
recovered her losses, which^ by uncommofa 
' luck in. her ladyship's case, she bad not 
quite lost in the second. 

*' That ift rather an extraordinary ypuQg 
xnan/ ' said sir £dward ; " he l^new his* i^ytn 
power; he might have taken «iy money— 
I cannot conceive why he did not.*' 

'* "tis his way,** said majoir Stanton^ a 
constant companion of the Lleweliin 
party^; ''he is perhaps the damndest fool in 
Christendctm/ for he plays well at every 

thing. 
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thing, and wont win at all, at all ; and they 
45ay he is devilish poor, too : what such a 
fellow's skull must be made of, I can't ima* 
gine." 

" Very diflTerent materials from yours, 
rii answer for it, major," said the baronet: 
then turning to his lady, he whispered, 
^ Was Maclan mentioning this singular 
young man to you ?" ^ 

^ *'He was ; but I am so charmed with a 
more singular young man, that I am anx- 
ious to get out of this crowd, that I ifiay 
-tell him how proud — ^how happy he has 
made me," 

'' Ah ! but he has been on the very 
verge of folly-^and — and >'* 

*' I was the cause. Ah, Edward ! your 
nerves are hung very finely ; but you had 
a better right to suspect me this time than 
the last, for I felt like a fool, and therefore 
looked Uke one — V\\ tell you, by-and-by, 
how it was." ^ 

The supper bell n oV^ rung, and they were 
parted. Having travelled near thirty miles 

F 2 i|9 
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^n tbe mornings lady Langdale vrisbed to 
jarcJtire soon> and was just saying so to 
^^LoBifur White^ when the whole company 
yift^e alarmed by the blast of a mail-coach 
lorny blown at the door of the Dragon : 
the ladies were alarmed, yet some of them 
titteredj witli great apparent satrsfactioh^ 
^hile several gentleman exclaimed, 'That's 
M. H.-r-oh the dear creature ! now w^ shall 
liav^ some spirit amongst u$/' was the uni- 
versal cry I indeed every. description, both 
gra^vQ and gay, were inclined to welcome 
Mr. H. with pleasure; but in a few mo- 
ments two or three of his friends, who had 
ran out for the intelligefice desired, re- 
turned to say that it was not the gentle- 
-VMU they expected, but the dashing Mn 
Glover, driving h}s own maiUcoach, and 
four of the finest bloods in the kingdom. , 
This welcome information was followed 
l^jf the subject of it, a young man dressed in 
the extreme of the jockey mode, , of ^ 
tolerable person, but whose coi^ntenance 
4va8 marked with no other trai^. than that 
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of though ttess good-humour, and ah absence- 
of reflection almost amounting to vacuity. 
As there was nothing in this gentleman V 
society which could greatly interest lady 
Laiigdale, though it appeared to operate as* 
a charin upon many ladies present, she de- 
parted very soon, agreeable to the systeiti' 
o£ early hoiirs. happily established at the 
Grange.. 

The foirowing morning, Mr. Glover wa^ 
pcoposed a^ one of the Knaresborougb 
pacty; and drove two of the Mi^s Whites^ 
their motherj and Miss JuHbl Glynn^ in his- 
carriage^ while Maria Egerton partook hisv- 
coach-box, a mode of conveyance ex- 

• 

tijpmely disa[greeabIe^t/o Iaidy^Iiaitg!^ale,'^d 
stil4 Bjiof e,^ tQ capt^iil; l^af Ifm, whi^ i&eietm-r ; 
ed to f^ai^ithct jKl^aUTCOtcbr wpdiJd i^^l the 
heart ofhi^ lAngut^hiikg: jraif;,onei>fi oircUm-^ 
staiiqe .\yhi6.h \ app^r,^rt M^^S) tth^PQ9^r t<h 

v^jitex, aud.itftaffi^t, Wti^^ill;d«Pl»»r^m^ 
tcx9$t4 rtfeB,;i«airJRrtf..q»ftp^4<*0,>were al all > 
iniclmed tog^inbliogjr* ior thejr all seemedi' 

F 3 - to 
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to look upon this arrival as a certain means 
of increasing their funds, and prepared to 
piuck him without trouble or reniorse. 

When Griselda beheld the town of 
Knaresborough, hanging as it were oh the 
side of a hill, round which the Nid witids 
circuitously, ornamented with its fine old' 
churchy and crowned by, the veneraWe - 
remnant of its broken castle, she was quite * 
delighted with the scene, and declared Jhat 
it far exceeded her expectatfons. Thfe^ 
company, leaving* their carriages, proceed* 
ed through the lottg walk to «e<i the drop- • 
ping-well ; oft their way, tfie cbrtversatiidli > 
turned upOQ the ownej* of this beautiful 
grove> and it w^ t^tiii^ally dltot^^d^ tliaf 
sir Tftomas S: 1^;^ residM^g on His esttftii^ 
and cdntrilmftrr^ iti-ev^ry' possible way to 
the happiness of tlhofi^ efdutliit him^ nol 
onty merlledUlil^' i^f atiliide of h4s c6unfry» 
bint efr}eyted>^(l^te'ef consequence and 
respectabiifty, if^'tb b& attuned in thy 
oilier mdde'of tM^,«lid Whicli^it was th^its 
fdre a great p^y td^^eltb selddtti ad^ed. 

"But 
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^' But its such a €ursed bori^" said Mr, 
Gl6ver; " who the devil could do it ?" 

" Who, indeed !" said the young ladies^ 
ecnoing the sentiment as well as the wordd> 
ivith a pretty toss of the head^ 

" A man of superior talent^ elegant man«^ 
neisy and great vivacity^ does it^ we all 
see," said colonel White, drily ; " but f 
grant tHere are men of fashion who are 
very unequal to following his system." 

^^ AnA ^ handsome man too^'' add^d'hi^ 
hdy ; '' and J am fully persuaded he is the^ 
happiest man in the. kingdom', for the ex- 
ercise of benevolence, and tke indepen** 
deuce of fortune, resulting from; oonduct 
like his, constitute happiness, such as gen 
demed of the preaent day seldom ei^oy. 

:^l am sorry ta contradict, a lady, im 
sMher to* dissenr from ber,^ said sir JBd-* 
ward; ''but kideed you have made 8o» 
gteat an omission vin your constiluepts of 
bappiness, excellent, as your: materiaJs are^ 
madam, that I must beg leave to^ tell. you,, 
thiit until sir Tbotqaa S., becomes a tmrried 
. ;,: • ^ V 4 , man» 
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iwan, he will neither enjoy the happiness 
he is capable of, nor that V'hifcli he:dotttet-^ 
less merits; a man so situsited.tmay da 
much good, and receive iwuoh^plwwii^ 
from that good,, but to he happy he.miiBt 
be married." .; . - :. ' ^ 

. '' Ton my soul, sir, i you. .surpMrise ^nei 
Very much ; I always thought >miaiTJage. >a^ 
monstrous bore ; but, as yoo sflVy'sinJBd- 
wardj if it-jnakes a man happy,. wby:that'«f" 
anothet affair; I'm sure yotr're a very 
good judge : *pon my' souT, yoii*re -the' 
only person that ever founds! out iinyj^iK 
Peter had had a splin*eif( ia:bii hoafi^t*-* 
well, I shouldn't ivonder if. Imarriisdoipy-^ 

The gentleman accompanied 'this rdek 
daration with a familiamnod to: Miss Julia 
Glynn, Hot utimarked^ bniunres^nted bfr 
her lover, Mr. Hartop, ! but received by ^ the - 
young lady nvith compIaisaiice:JSufficwnet! 
tar the encouragement of so. easy an 9(ibr: 
mirer,' " . * ■ /'in-^ • -f 

'^ Prsy/' said sir Edward to his lady/aside^ 

" was 
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'' was thieve any period in my life when I 
was jsuch a man as that ?^I am sadly affavd 
L shall be obliged to believe Iwas/Gri- 
selda/' 

• f? Makie- yourself perfectly easy on thatr- 
hj^ad/ for. be; assured there never was :- 
think yoiii' Edward,. I could have loved- 
such a man J or that such a man as he who ^ 
so lately paid his wife an homage so warm^ 
atid delicate as that L received ten* minutes 
ago/ 'Was made of such materials as Mr/ 
Glover ?— J^noi Bclward, there was always a^ 
heart and a mind on which I could burld a:* 
ho^for futurityi— nof^have Ibuilt in vain." 

I I'hey 'Arrived at the Well, and were muchf 
plleased'With^thtf beauty with which Nature 
has* graded 'an object so comparatively 
tftiail: but on coming from thence, those 
Ifi^ho had really ' taste were disgusted with 
1lifeif> gingerbread work on a fine masS' of 
#bCfk <>alled thei Fort, which exceedingly 
injures' the effect of tiie scenery > they 
^^refore ascended no fs^ther than St. 
Robert's Chapel; but learning' there that 
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the fort was the work of a ^rcrs^^ctable. old 
couple^ who livfsd by Uie ^miaftts^ and ih^ 
garden they had planted by unremittiitg 
industry^ m despite of Nature's refusal^ on 
the barren rock» they were tempted to go 
stiU farther ; and in the. fine. p^Qspe^t th/ei; 
attained of the surrounding country, fuadi. 
in the happy countenance qf the govenor'sf 
lady^/pund a reward fpr their exertions. 

, From KnaresboroMgh they proceeded .f9r 
F]umpton> a place where Nature seeBisto 
display, in miniature^ whatever she faas: 
performed on a wider tbeaitre. 

This agreeable morning was concluded 
>rithassociableand pleasant aneven^ng; for 
although lady Llewellin and her party^ by 
a display of the most odious passions which 
can agitate the hu)fnan mind, '^rendered 
night hideous/' yet there were not wanting 
many in the cdmpa^y who could ^hare i^ 
the '' {east of reasoQ>'' and ivhose society^ 
made an agreeable change; even to thoiBe 
who felt the strongest inclination for the 
domestic circle. 

the 



The following day, as lady Langdale- 

was returning from her own room, where 

jBhe had bpen for a book, she saw a waiter 

carry a mtitton-chop into latfy LFewelHn'* 

fwirlour, which she was informed, by MisJ^ 

Glynn, was a common breakfast with her 

ladyship, about two o'clock, when she ha<B 

biieiil sitting n'p all night,. which was now*- 

Ae case, as she had been effectually flee-^ 

ciiig poor Glover the night before,. a«4 

.wdtild' most probably continue her de*^ 

, sedations to-(day, as he had been making*^ 

matches with major Stafnton and sir Johm 

Filford, who probably knf^w . how to» 

iHanage him^ — '' *Tis a go6d soul> but h^ 

I knows nothing of the value of mdriey,*^ 

added Miss Glynn; *^ her ladyship wiffi 

make her ends of him, no doubt/* 

' " I remember that woman^,*^ saicf an o\& 

|;entleman, "about ten years ago, as pretty 

_ a good-humoured*, unaffected' girt as I have 

*ter khowni witb a suavity of manners; and 

a: strength of understanding, that rendered 

F 6' ^ ' be«t 
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her infinitely more agreeable tb^n most 
young women of the present day are, and* 
it grieves me exceedingly to see her sunk 
in the manner she is^ from her degrading 
passion for play ; yet I wish it to be re- 
membered, that she has hitherto preserved . 
her character, under circumstances some- 
xw^at extraordinary in so pretty a young 
wpman, and that she is an ajfTectionate ,nH>r/ 

tber to her children : in the midst of her 

< • ' • ■ 

errors, le.t^ us never fail to look at the 
bright side of her character/' 

. *' We opght to do that certainly," ^id 
another, '' for, at best, that of a female 
gamester is a very gloomy one : for my- 
own part, I think it a .very surprising 
thing,, that after the run her ladj^ship ha& 
had for some years, there should be fouqcl 
one person kind enough, or hardy enpugh, 
. to advocate her cause : but there needs no 
surprising powers to vaticinate her fate; 
she plays every day more^; madly than. the 
.last; and Stanton, who possesses the same 

principles^ 
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priiici{>le^^ with a cooler head, will be the 
ruin of her; I am. no propheti if this-sesT^KHi^ 
is not her last at Harrowgate/' 

From a .conversation little congenial to 
the feelings of la^y Langdale^ she gladly 
turned to welcome, a worthy fan^ily who* 
were now.inti^ducied,t.oJier« ^con^isting of 
sir Alfred J0hBson, hisjady> their son and 
daughter, and thl>ee younger children ; in 
Missi. Johnson was ;$een. . beauty devoid of 
aflfectatipn; and $t)rei>gth of mind iunmixed 
with pedantry* of manners; .while in her 
happy n\pther was found all the uirbiirnity 
and true politeness which used to distiu- 
gpish geintjlevfonoeji.whohad the good forr 
tupe to'bc bfimin ijiat 0ra: which admitted 
^h^ mildness-, pf a ^meisk and quiet spirit as 
a fefoale virtue. i;-; 

In the CfOurse of a week; they found se- 
veral of their pld friends at the Granby, 
wJ^ither of course they went very frequent-. 
ly> npt ;being fond of .th^ r.pbstreperous 
mirth of MnJGlpver. Lady Langdale lov- 
ed the quiet society ^sjjie ' formed there^ 



> 
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with two married couples; and as sir Ed-^ 
vard was absolutely hannted by Mr. 
Glover, who was eternally teazing him tor 
make matches,, give his opinion on horses^ 
frock-coats, and Jadies,. he was often glatf 
lO' escape with her,: from impertinence that 
wearied, or folly that disgusted him ; antf 
it was very agreeaUe to them both to joii» 
in a little excuifsion; with their new friends^, 
to Stndley and Hackfhll; whidi included 
their sleeping one night at Ripon, by 
which means they would be enabled to see 
the ancient statuary at Niewby also. 

Wfth the eovfp d'odl of Studley Griselda! 
was exceedingly gratified ; for although ie 
was not the kind of scenery with which she 
w-as charmed, yet it possessed attraction of 
one character, and was complete in its^ 
own way ; and the surprising growth andi 
various beauty of the trees was alone ex*-^ 
tremely griatifying to her. As they pro*- 
ceeded'to tread the velvet path, they peiv^ 
ceived a sm^ll party before them, consist*- 
ing of three gentlemen and two Hidiiesr 
a two 
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two of the getitlemeii;were in earnest coa* 
versation respecting the place^ and the* 
younger^ at the moment sir Edward and 
l^y Langdale passed^ was exclaiming to 
hi^ friend-i-'f, It is. all frippery, sir ; nature 
i& sacrificed to frivolity : — what are these 
ti^ioi waited and half-moon ponds, and neat 

' hedges, 4)Ut a dish of jelly and flummery ^^ 
The remark, ^nd the tone of animation 
with which it was uttered, led them t(^ 
look at the speaker} who, the instant he 
was observed, dropped his eye, and retired 
in confusion ; but the brilliancy of that 
eye, and the uncommon intelligence of 
all his featyres^ which the moment he 

,^ ceased to speak assumied an expression of 
the mo$t tender and interesting melan» 
<^o]y, struck Griselda exceedingly, and the 
moment he was out of sight she said — '* I 
wish I. knew who that gentleman is;-~ 
if he is not a man of talent^ of genius^ I 
will resign all belief in physiognomy for 



ever." 



^' But you have no occasion^ for this 
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person is no other than, y but favourite* 
po6t, M — tg — ni— -ry ; 1 foiiftd who he was 
yesterday morning at the Well, and fully 
intended pointing him out to you when 
we went there again ; but you have seen, 
him at a happier moment, for he then ap* ^ 
peared to me a man borne down by c^i^es^ • 
or crushed by domestic calamity, though * 
there is no existing cause, I believe, for- his " 
apparent dejection." 

" I wish we could be introduced to him ; 
I would be. content to share the sublime- 
melancholy which inspired the 'Grave,' if 
I could catch an emanation of that glow- 
ing enthusiasm which must pier vade -the 
mind of him who painted the African ih 
Such interesting coloui^— how shall w<^ ac* 
compKsh it, my dear ?'* 

'^ That is a question I cannot answer; if 
.you can thaw the ice that surrounds him, 
you will be much happier than I can hope 
to be ; women generally manage these 
things best : but I was told yesterday, that 
although this poet really possesses' all that 

triie 
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triie ptetyj active benevolence, and amiable 
drnplidty, which so eminently characterise 
his writings^ yet he is to unaffectedly mo- 
desT;; and so unfortunately melancholy, 
that strangers have no chance of enjoying 
his: conversation, which, to his friends, is 
rich in alt the .graces and energy/ so coiv- 
spicuous ^ini' his writings, and afibrds;- if 
potiible, a higher treat thin tlie perusal 
of bis poem& I understand he is Fond of 
female ^ociety^^ where he is on an intimate* 
footing with the parties; but an introduction 
to a lady he never saw before would freeze- 
his powers instead of expanding' theid/' 

The party had now reached the first' 
view :of. the. Abbey, whi^h theyi thought 
very^fiiie; bpt Griselda, whoi seiw it with 
the eye of an .artist rather than an 'anti« 
quary, was disappointedi'/as it is hither 
grand than pictut«sque/' On reaching the 
8|i6it, she was more gratified, as the'int^rior 
18 highly striking, and in msLmrparts^vcrj^ 
beautiful. Thei(xt!her<party, tiy^ho were be- 
fore theniy'wa^pai^sing throiighthe distant 
c ; i ,. •; '; gates. 
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gates^ save the poet, who lingered beneath^ 
an ivyrcrowned pillar, as if he were indeed 
the ''Muse of sorrow's darlings. child;'*' 
and Griselda quickened her steps, with a 
determinaftion to throw herself in his patb> 
and seek an opportunity to address him ; 
but a lady of his own party at that inoment 
returned^ and seizing his army told him die' 
would not let him escape her iagain/ Her 
playful kindness seemed to call up a smiie ^ 
on his countenance, byt his answer was not 
heard; lie passed forward, and was sboa^ 
lost sight of. % - - 

'' How the women can like those poeti* 
cal hum-dnim fellows, I cannot imagiae^'^ 
said one of the party : '' look at that fine 
£^rl, what pains ishe is taking with a nia» 
who is as much alive to her charms as iJief 
dust of the^nonks we are treadiiig on>^< 
now she wouldn't have done as much for 
me, ten to one, though I had spent all the 
morning In making civil speeches to her-^ 
1 can 't understand this, egad/' 

'Mt ii to be found in the best corner of 

a woman's 
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a woman's hearty and perhaps you have 
been used to skim only the surface of that 
curious little world, Mr. Bouverie," said 
sir iBdward« '^ There is certainly jio office 
in which the gentle nature of women can 
be more suitably employed than in sooth- 
ing the sorrows, whether mental or bodily,» 
of a virtuous man, to v^hom genius has 
given that acute sensibility which increases 
the evils of life, and too frequently ener- 
vates the power which should resist them i 
am) we find, to the eternal credit of the 
sex, that such men have generally found 
some fair hand and tender heart, who viz% 
willing to forego the gaudier pleasures of 
lifc^ to poor the balm of comfort, to nurse 
the sick spirit of ''these distijnguished, but . 
neif eilinbie -betngisi ; . and in^ my opinion^ 
i¥oman can only have one Mgher chuxk to- 
ottr estiixmtion, one better power delegated * 
to heY offi <iarlii than this. '^ 

9 

*' And pray what may that be, Ar Ed- * 
waid?" 
5 ¥ To turn than frdra the terror of his 
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wajf/ IS a still nobler^ because far more diP- 
fictih office, thaiT to support hint under its 
afflictions and, in my opinion-^ — -" 

** My dear baronet/ which of the fathers 
has inspired you ? you preach like an orai- 
cli:— dam 'me, what one lives to see !"ex- 
c]aimed Boiiverie. 

•' Don't swear, Tom," said the gentle^ 
UMin's .sister, an amiable woman, lately 
married to major Lushington, and spend<^ 
log the honeymoon at Harrowgate. 
-^ Why, child, ^twould make any. man 
sf^ear to Sice* what souJs you women make 
of your husbands ; but, mum, I ^hink Luah^ 
lOgton will, never be taught to preach like 
tWrbatronet^ yet we all remember i^ttw the 
g»H*nfrg4y J:X)thario/' W^ \- !>? » •• 

^'^* 1' hopey 'howdver, • he will'^opt?'5the 
practice," said lady Langdale, "ofsir.Ed-- 
^r4 or I shall regret having farmed an. 
acquaintance witba il^ly wjhoipany-o.tbei^ 
coiiduct m^st f^il to o^akethappy,.;" , 

"It is his sincere intention to do-sd/*''. 
said the major ;. ** but he is too conscious 

of 
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mI|iU own fallibility to promise much, be- 
ing bpund to the practice and not averse 
flCPQ(i:the preaching, of the baronet; he will 
jbe.proud of the opportunity it affords him 
of improvement." 
.. The day following they visited Backfall, 
^nd were delighted with its sequestered 
and romantic glades, where art has been 
truly the handmaid of Nature, and has 
idr^Qssed, but not bedizened her; in many 
|>}ace& presenting pictures of the finest 
composition imaginable, and in others a 
lofty magnificence and untutored wildness^ 
of a^ature to awake the most solemn and 
ideljghtful emotions: and lady Langdale 
could not help observing, that it was no 
wonder the druids, and other priests, had 
fixed on groves as consecrated.spots, pe^ 
culiarly- adapted for worshipping Him 
^^ whose altar is all space," since every 
thing around tended to awake that train of 
ideas, and that tone of feeling, which leads 
^'through natnre up. to nature's God." 
On iheir return, they spent an hour at 

Newbv- 
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Ncwby^-hall, the seat of lord Grantky, 
where some fine ancient statuary is pre- 
served in a beantiful gallery^ built after the 
model of the gallery at Florence^ together 
with some fine specimens of modem sculp- 
ture. The paintings which once graced 
this elegant seat are removed^ but soihe 
exquisite Gobelin tapestry^ of inestimable 
value, is still in the highest preservation. 
The house boasts another charm, " teyond- 
the reach of art/' as the abode of a worthy 
and amiable pair, whose rank afibrds a se- 
condary lustre to their virtues. 

On returning to their party at Harrowgate, 
they founc(^ with some sorrow, that several 
unpleasant things had occurred in their, ab- 
sence ; Mr. Glover had made a profession 
of love to Miss Julia Glynn, to the greaf 
mortification of Mr. Hartop, as the lady did 
not shew by any means the same predilec*^ 
tion for himself as formerly. Miss Egerton 
had shown a prodigious inclination to flirt 
with a young lord, which had vexed the 
honourable captain Macl^ so much, that 

in 
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ia.Ilis turn he had paid attention toXouisa 
White. The house had gained some new 
TiGdtati4is,.of a nature rather amusive than 
agreeable— *a Jew quack-<Ioctor^ his lady 
and their two datlghters^ with a splendid 
retinue/ hild arrived the night before; like'- 
wise a West India hdress> and a dowager 
countess^ whose foirmer celebrity arose ra- 
ther from her beauty than her conduct, 
which had been thought, rather than called 
too free. Lady Llewellin had lost a large 
tsum to major: Stanton,. and was then bit- 
terly repenting her folly; but her spouse, 
reganJing the affair with the utmost sang 
froid, continued to pay his attentions to 
the pretty little Mrs. Jefferson, whose hus- 
band, a dignified clergyman, staid quietly 
at home in Nottinghamshire, not dreaming 
of any barm that could befall his helpmate, 
at a place which she declared in every 
letter should not detain her an hour be- 
yond the time when it cured her of her 
bilious affection* A Scotch duchess of 
great notoriety had arrived at the Granby ; 

and 
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and a dashing inajor> just come into -pos- 
session of his fortune, and who thought it 
incumbent on him to have a passion for 
the turf, had taken a lodging-bouse for hia 
mistress and servants. Such was the news 
of the day, as communicated on their :re*t 
turn to this mart of = gaiety, which> like 
every other watering -place, unites the dis? 
cordant claims of health and dissipation* 



I*. . 
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CHAP. IV. 

Lady Langdale was too : oiuch the real 
friend of Miss Egerton not to question her 
respecting the report she had heard of her 
conduct with lord Henry Osman ; but the 
young lady easily satisfied her as to any in- 
tention she might have in her apparent in- 
consistency ; and she very soon restored 

this 
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this pair of lovers to thdr usual habits of 
ititei'course ; but poor Mr. Hartop, whose 
mind was one of no common mould, and 
who had long loved Julia Glynn with al! 
the tender affection of a delicate and ar- 
dent attachment;^ was not blessed with so 
happy a mediatrix ; for the partiality of 
the young lady and her fatherfor the dash- 
ing Mr. Glover became every day more 
apparent. These young ladies had very 
small fortunes; and Mr. Hartop, who had 
^ lately become the possessor of a respect- 
able estate, would have been considered a 
great match, if this jockey-gent^eman had 
not presented the superior claim of having 
above half got through a very fine'forturie, 
of being the heir to a distant title, a n^ember 
of the four-in-hand club, a general dis^ 

turber of all sobei* folks, and a monstrous 

» 

cotn-ical creature. 

For these qualifications, a lovely young 
^oman, who had cofrfessed attachment to. 
an amiable young man, and who appeared 
to have sensibility enough to experience 

VOL, III. G the 
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the attachment she had professed, could 
wound the heart devoted to her, and enter 
on ^ new system of life, at (he suggestions 
of her 6wn and her father's ambition. *' Of 
pride and avarice who can cure the fair?'* 

Ljidy Langdale saw this sacrifice with 
deep concern ; but her influence could 
have little avail, opposed to the authority 
of a parent, and the delusions of a misguid* 
cd mipd, which threw a veil over its feel- 
ings, dignified, but very unworthily, with 
the name of prudence; since a spendthrift, 
with ten thousand a-year, can never be equal 
l^asensibUand prudent man with two, even 
on the score of pecuniary considerations. 

Lady Llewellin made everlasting attacks 
on sir Edward, for her late losses had driven 
her to try the weak part of every one's 
character ; and never wefe the female arts 
of fascination carried to a higher pitcb> ei- 
ther as levelled at the senses or the princi- 
ples of a man whose nature laid him bpen 
to attacks of this kind. But in this case, 
every attack strengthened the citad^l# and 

sir 
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str Edward rose more the conqueror from 
every assault. This was not so much the 
effects of resolution^ though that^ in a man 
of his powerful mirid, was undoubtedly 
. %'ery strong, as from the habit of being 
blappy, without having recourse to such 
stimulants as are presented by gambling or 
intrigue ; his energies were now properly 
directed; his activity had gained an appro- 
priate channel ; and ^his heaf t> in the con* 
temptation of higher objects^ and the sense 
of fulfilling present duties^ had ensured a 
degree of happiness he was too wise, to 
barter for any temporary indulgence. 

As soon as Griselda perceived that mat«- 
tcrs were placed or) an amicable footing 
between Mis» Egerton and her lover, she 
renewed their project of visiting Bolton 
Priory, thbugh she was sorry- to see a ne- 
cessity of including in their party the noisy 
Glover, and several others not exactly 
consonant to her wishes ; as, however, the 
thing appeared unavoidable, an early day 

G 2 was 
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'Was fixed ooj and their conveyance ar^ 
ranged. 

The badness of the roads easily explain- 
ed to the company the reason why Bolton 
should not be as much an object of attract 
tion to the visitants of Harrowgate as Stud- 
ley, and this evil increased the nearer they 
approached their destination-; when, how- 
ever^ they had crossed Bolton bridge, and 
caught the windings of the^ river through 
that enchanting vale they were about to 
visit, all murraurings were at an end, and 
every one rejoiced in anticipated pleasure, 
having proqiired an introduction to Mr. C. 
the rector, to whose correct taste this en- 
chanting place is indebted for many exqui- 
site improvements. They were received 
by him ^t his own house, in itself a little 
paradise, at the entrance of the grounds^ 
and by him conducted to all the most 
beautiful points of view to be found in a 
spot where '^ Nature works at will her vir- 
gin fancies," and Art points only with the 

finger 
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finger of taste to those finer feafures where 
her beauties are the .most conspicuous. , 

Fountain Abbey^ though extending oyer 
ten times the ground, is in no point of view 
to be compared with the picturesque ruins 
of the Priory at Bolton, which, placed on 
a gentle curvature in the Wharfe, com- 
mands all the scenery that adorns that un- 
equalled river. After viewing the ruins, 
they proceeded on its banks through a 
road most beautifully diversified with co- 
vert wood and open lawn, about three 
miles, when a new scene, consisting of an 
immense amphitheatre of woods, crowned 
by the ruins of Bardon Tower, round 
whose lofty banks the Wharfe wound in all 
its proudest beauty, now contending with 
broken rocks, through which its foamiing 
current forced its way through a thousand 
fissures — now contracted by tlieir enor- 
mous masses, it poured its deepened 
stream — and now dilated by their receding 
forms^ spreads wide, exulting in its reco- 
vered liberty. The scene was majestic to 

G 3 awfulness^ 
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avyfulness^ yet if revealed " the form of 
beauty smiling at the heart/' Sir Edward, 
wrapped in delight^ stood silently gazing 
on the scene> when Mr. Glover exclaimed — 
" What a devil of a noise the river makes! 
for all we're so far aboVe it, there's no. 
bearing one's pwn voice — Pll be damned if 
there is. What do they call it, I wonder?'* 

'* It is the Wbarfe,'* replied sir Edward— 
'^ the Verbeiaoi the Roinans, who erected 
altars on it^ bank^ having 9, diflTerent per^ 
ception of it3 merits to yours," 

" The Romans were queer fish, if they 
liked such a din as this in their ears: give 
ipe a . river that runs smooth^ and looks 
sleek like ray WacK inar^." 

'^ Lik0 j/ow* Mr, Glover, I am fond of 
gentle curreiits, I confess,"/ said Julia . 
Qlynn, with a sweet smile. 

^^ Thep you will be gratified by the 
"V^barfe, ina'am> by-and-by ; for he is^ not , 
less remarkable for his loud brawling in thiai 
conteiition for empire with the rocky 
bank^ tboA for bis m^estic gliding and 
. gentl.e 
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gentle murmuring through the sylvan sce- 
nery, below," satd Mr* C. 

'* The lady ought to be gratified, I an* 
cerfain/' said Mr. Hartop ; *' for it seems 
caprice is the characteristic of beauty in 
the river, and sympathy ought to unite 
beauties of ivery description/' 

"Let us leave this jiaradise," said lady 
Langdale in a whisper, ** for, like the flrst> 
an evil spirit creeps in to poHute it/' 

They descended with regret, and follow- 
ed their elegant guide to a spot apparent-*^ 
ly formed in the wildest caprice of nature^ 
Here enormous rocks stept forward, as it 
were, to oppose the progress of tlte rivcr> 
which, thus suddenly CMitracted, poured^ 
with concetitrated force, through a narrow 
chasm, which appeared relucts^ntly to ape 
its ponderous jaws to the impetuous'stmH"^ 
ger, which, dashing its angry spray on 
every side, roars, foams, and thutiders 
through the opposing 'mass, opening itself 
a terrific channel, and presenting a picture 
at once sublime and appalling. This plaoe^ 

G 4 Mr*^ 
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Mr, C. informed the corap^ny> was called 
the Stride, it being supposed possible fot 
a person to step, or rather jump^ over the 
river, at one particular pornt. 

" I have a very good mind to do it my- 
self/* said Mr. Glover. 

A loud shriek from the ladies assured 
hi ai that he ought not to attempt It. 

/' I will' give any man twenty guineas 

that will : I worxder where all the servants. 

are I I wish I eould see any .labourers or 

people about. Til bet you what you dare 

* I get a man to leap it.'* 

" I shall advise any person you may 
tempt by the offer of money to reject that 
temptation," said Mr. C. 

^* Well, sir, and what then ? I will give 
any man forty, fifty, a hundred guineas, if 
I please, sir.'* 

'' You may, sir; but you wilt find no 
man in this neighbourhood,*' returned the 
clergyman, with mild dignity, " so little 
acquainted with his duties, or so little at-«^ 
tached to Iife> as to risk it for money he* 
. . does 
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does not want ; and I dare venture to as-- 
sert, that my advice^ in ray own parisb> 
would certainly outweigh your offers.** 

. Mr. Glover had all the inclination in the 
world, notwithstanding his general good 
humour, to bluster a little, and question - 
Mr. C.'s right of interference ; but the 
manly firmness of the latter made him con- 
fess " it wouldn't take ;* and sir Edward,, 
anxious to restore good humour, said-^- 
*' This place derives a melancholy interest , 
from the fate of a lovely youth, the only 
child of his parents, who here but per- 
haps you all know his story?" 

. On being assured to the contrary, he 
continued thus?— *' At the siege of Berwick, 
David, king of Scotland, dispatched his-ne- 
phew, Fitz-Duncan, to ravage Craven, at 
that time considered, as now, a place of 
uncommon fertility ; he pursued his ra* 
vages as far as Wharfedale, laying waste 
the country with fi.re and sword, and driv- 
ing the peaceful inhabitants before him 
to cruel captivity. Nat content with these 

G 5 barhauUft% 
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bapbarities^ in nine years afterwards he 
turned, and, by a repetition of these bar- 
barous cruelties, made himself master of 
this beautiful demesne, where he resided.. 
He married Aaliza, who adopted her mou- 
ther's name, Romelle, founder of the neigh- 
bouricg priory at Embsay. The sorrows 
Filz-IHincan had inflicted on others were 
felt by himself; for his large family dropt 
ofl^ one by one, until he had only one 
chitd'left, who was a youth of uncommon 
talents, and generally distinguished by the 
appellative of the ' boy of Egremont :' he 
survived his father, and gave promise, by 
his amiable character, of becoming a bless- 
ing to the neighbourhood ; but in his six- 
teenth year, ^s he attempted to spring over 
this place, with a favourite greyhound in 
his leash, the affrighted animal drew back, 
and' by that means plunged his unhappy 
master in the frightful abyss, from whence 
you may perceive there is no possibility of 
recovery. His poor mother removed the 
priory of Embsay to Bolton> and instituted 

an 
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ah order of raonks to prny for the soul of 
her unfortunate boy/* 

'* How interesting do local events render 
places of this description !" said Griselda : 
'* I could now imagine I he^rd the last 
groan of the unhappy boy issue from thii 
tremendous gulf, and fancy that the wood 
re-echoed with the waitings* of his mart 
unhappy mother." 

. '^ Well/' said Mr. Glover, " if I thoiighf 
it would drown a man,! wouldn't send him ; 
but that's his affair, not mine." 

''That's very true/' said Mr. H|rtop ; 
•* for the groantngs of either him or his 
mother would expire on the smack of 
your whip, and fly off on the turn of your 
wheels." 

The keen irony with which this was ut«* 
tered induced Mr. C. to say, that he had 
no doubt but many people of agility might 
take the leap with perfect safety, although 
he did not think it could be done by coun-^ 
try men, who boasted' rather strength than 
agility; adding, he had seen it taken the 

6 6 d2JJ 
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day before^ by an artist, now studyicig m 
the lodge at Bolton. 

. '' That 15 the person/' exclaimed sfr Ed- 
ward, " who engaged me at billiards; Isaw 
him about half an hoiir ago, sketching in, 
the woods; I will not be beat /U7ce." As 
the last word fell from his lips, he vaulted 
over the Stride ; and the astonished party 
scarcely believed the evidence of their 
senses when they beheld him on the other 
side: some of the ladies screamed, some 
clapped their hands, all decbred themselves 
monstrously terrified, and prodigiously de- 
lighted ; but Griselda, trembling with ter- 
ror, and vexed at the impetuosity which 
dictated such a step, remained pale and si- 
lent, supporting herself on the arm of 
Louisa White. 

Sir Edward felt, for a moment, the plea- 
sure of conquest and admiration ; but the 
emotion was momentary; the blanched 
cheek of Griselda tamed the flushing of his 
own; and he felt that for the pain he had 
given 072^ kind heart that loved him, the^ 

applause 
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applause, "of stupid starers and of loudr 
huzzas" iqoQld not offer an equivalent. Iti 
a few moments the little world around him^ 
like the great world who has so often con* 
demhed her heroes on similar grounds, be- 
gan to find that ther> leap back was muciv 
more difficult than the one he had * taken. 

. ^ • • • ^ 

and ^ profusion of b^ts were made that he 
could not return. Sir Iklward was step- 
ping back, to " tempt the dangerous pass, "^ 
when Griselda waved her hand; he stopped 
suddenly, and assured her of his safety; 
unable to speak, she could only make a 
motion for him to desist: he was evidently 
vexed at her requisition ; but the agony 
painted in her countenance was not to be 
combatted by argument, and he promised 
her hastily he would not attempt it. Satis- 
fied with his assurance, she withdrew frovtt 
the awful spot, attended by some of the la* 
dies, as fast as her tremor. would permit, 
and regained her carriage, while the party 
remained on the scene of action. 

As^pon as she yas out ofsighu every 
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means were Resorted to to inckice sir iEcf-' 
\vard torecross the Stride; but hh wo/d was 
sacred, and the absence of his lady; made 
no difference in his conduct ; his situation 
was awkward, as he was obliged to walk to 
a considerable distance before he could 
cross a^ bridge ; but the consciousness that 
he rtiust inevitably lose the confidence of 
his wife, if he allowed himself to be rallied 
into another jump, operated as a preser* 
vative ; and though he could not quite 
preserve his temper, his conduct was pure*^ 
To those who know how far the world's 
wide laugh, which " not the stern philoso- 
sopher can scorn," operates on the miTids 
of men who have ever been celebrated for 
excellence in athletic pursuits, this little 
trait will prove how much sir Edward was 
improved in his powers of self-denial, by an 
intercourse with one whose comfort and 
well-being were now become very dear ta 
him. 

Griselda ordered hercarriage to drive di- 
rectly to the bridge/where she would meet 

sir 
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sif Edward^ being impatient to thank bim 
for his forbearance in the last instance, ra- 
ther than reproach him for his want of it . 
in. the jfirst. His walk had been long, warm, 
amd fatiguing, and every step of it had in- 
duced him to think he had suffered himself 
to be led by Griselda into a ^ery ridicu- 
lous situation. She read his thoughts as he 
approached the carriage, and summoned 
all her fortitude to her aid, determined to 
bear all he could say with patienc% how- 
ever undeserved, ancl never allow herself 
fo recriminate, though she still felt that she 
had a right to complain of the shock she 
had received. She reaped the fruits of this 
conduct in the restored temper of her hus- 
band ere she joined her party; and in the 
courseof an hour, sir Edward^conscious that, 
in conquering his own desires, he had o'er- 
leapt a mightier torrent than the Wharfe, 
became again the delight of the party, and 
especially dear to the ladies, with whom 
courage, ho^^yer exerted, is a quality 
which coJOamanda all their aflRsction and ad- 
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miration ; and Griselda herself fpipnd 
something like pride mingle in the sensa- 
tion she felt in reviewing his leap ; so 
strangely is the human heart constituted^ 
that it "may love the thing it fears to look 
upon." 

This was an eventful day to some of the 
party. The dashing carriage and dashing 
manners of Mr. Glover confirmed the pre- 
dilection of Julia Glvnn in his favour; 
wbile^ on the other hand^ the niarked at- 
tention she gave him disgusted Mr. Hartop^ 
and induced him to determine on coming 
to a decisive eclaircrssement ; while the 
gentle Maria, on the other hand, determin- 
.ed on being faithful, and concluding her 
engagement as soon as possible, lest the ' 
captain should. follow the example of his. 
friend Hartop, and leave her without the 
same provision of two strings to her bowv 
possessed by the envied Julia Glynn. 

On returning to Harrowgate,. another 
murmur of disapprobation was buzzing 
round the house^ respecting lady Llewellin^ 

whose 
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wh^ party Wsui now a thin one: major. 
Stanton had of late attended so much ta 
a lady at the Grariby, that if was thought 
both parties would be called to account'at 
Doctor*/ Commons, and at the same time 
he had been makinsr honourable addresses 
to Miiss Hoiulurasj the only daughter of a 
West India merchai^t, to whom lady Lie- 
wellin had paid uncommon attention/ as it 
was believed/ for thle express purpose of 
repaying, by kindness^ the money she had 
lost to the major. That any one should be 
so wicked as to lead an innocent young^ 
woman into a sacred engagemtrnt with an 
unprincipled villain for the sake of tempo- 
rary convenience to thcmselves> ^appeared 
so shocking, that lady Langdale rejected 
the^e stories as mere scandalous anecdotes, 
until her own observation forced the con-^ 
viction on her mind, and led her to seek 
for some eflfectiial means of serving Missr 
Honduras, who was of a description too 
Ukely ta fall into the decay art or neces- 
sity 
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sity might induce the wicked and deirign^ 
ing to lay for her. 

A few days after their jannt tp Bolton, 
as lady Langdale was caHing on her friends 
at the Granby, her attention was arrested 
by a young person in deep mourning, wha 
was follQwing three children on the pas- 
sage, as if they were returning from a walk* 
At the moment in which they passed the 
bar, Mrs. Greaves addressed the young lady, 
saying — ''Do, pray. Miss, step in, and take 
a jelly ; I am sure you look quite pale and 
faint ; Tm sure my heart just aches to see 
you. You fcan just take a jelly now,^ be-» 
fore you are wanted/* 

The young person, in a low voice, but. 
very obliging manner, refused the jelly, 
and passed forward ; the voice and figure 
both struck Griselda as known to her; and 
being at that moment informed by the ser* 
vant that the lady she called on was nc^ at 
borne, she stepped into the bar, and asked 
Mrs« Greaves if she knew the nam« of the 

young 
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young person to whom she had been speak* 
ing ? \ 

" I have never heard her name, ray lady; 
but I am sure, poor thing, she's in a very 
bad way; and I can't help^ feeling for 
young people that is in dependant situa- 
tions ; and I often want her to take some^ 
thing nourishing, but I can Tery seldom 
get her, though I see plain enough she's 
sinking ^nd sighing day by day> and nobo^ 
dy takes any notice of her, as it were." . 

^' Is she governess to the children I saw 
her with ?" 

'* Yes, my lady ;* and a set of strange 
spoiled things they are, and they just pull 
her to pieces, and their mama never cor-: 
rects 'em for it, do what they will. It does 
not become me to make remarks oa peo* 
pie that come to my houses but I happen 
to know what belongs to children, my lady, 
for I have nine of hiy own, and I may say 
safely they are very different from lady 
.Culling^s, who I take to be nol»much of a 
lady, from a many things, more the pity- 
but 
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bur I see her man's in the passage^ so 111 
just step and ask the governess's name.^ 

Mrs. Greaves returned, saying — '' It is 
Templeman, my lady.** 

" Good Heavens, it is poor Miss Tern- 
pieman! I thought I knew the voice; pray 
call her : tell her ?i friend wishes to see her 
this moment/' 

Mrs. Greaves soon brought the asto- 
nished and delighted girl to lady Langdale; 
but she was so nruch hurt at the ravages 
either sickness, sorrow, or both, had 
made in her appearance, that she could 
scarcely tell her how rejoiced she was to 
find her, after having lost her in so sudden, 
and, to her, unaccountable a manner. 

Poor Miss Templetnan's joy at finding a ^ 
friend, at a time when her declining health 
and broken spirits made one peculiarly 
precious, was expressed by her tears, rather 
than her thanks, for lady Langdale's assu* 
rai^A^es of protection, which she received 
vfth great timidity ; but she gratefully ac- 
cepted her invitation to spend the evening 

\sx\h 
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vnih her alone, at the Dragon, provided 
lady Culling would consent to it. 

Anxious to do her good, and shocked af 
the ravages m^de in her youthful form 
- since that eventful night when she was the' 
centre of attraction to the gay crowd at 
Jadv CastlehoweT's, the humane Griselda 
did not hesitate immediately to wait on this 
lady, who, she found, was then in an ad- 
joining parlour. 

Lady Culling was the wife of a rich city 
icnight, vulgar from education, mean from 
principle, and haughty, from habit; of 
course servile in her address to all above 
her; she received lady Langdale with 
fawning civility, and heard her request with 
surprise, evincing, from her whole manners, 
a disposition to every fault which could 
render the situation this sweet girl held 
under her roof disagreeable, even to 
•wretchedness; and lady Langdale did not 
wonder when she left her, -that the roses 
t)f blooming eighteen had withered beneath 
the " proud -one's contumely ;" but she 

trusted 
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trusted the hand of fostering kindness mrght 
yet restore them to their genial growth. 

Sir Edward sincerely partook the feelings 
of his lady, with respect to this child of 
cdrly sorrow ; but fearful that his presence 
might impede the freedom of conversation, 
be formed an engagement for the evening, 
and she received her alone in a private 
parlour. 

When the poongirl found herself /r/^-a- 
iete with one whose looks and manners 
were calculated to inspire that confidence 
for which her over-Uurthened heart had 
long sighed in vain, she appeared at first 
overwhelmed with the new-found sensation ; 
she panteji in convulsive agitation, and 
after a few ineffectual efforts to speak, burst 
into a flood of tears. 

Her apparent ill health, which indicated 
great nervous weakness, the deep mourn- 
ing she wore, and stiy more the character 
of her present protectress, accounted for 
this passion of grief to the feeling and de- 
licate mind of Griseldai who sought not to 

check 
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clieck its force till she saw the proper mo- 
oient for consolation; when gently taking 
her hand, she inquired, if in any manner 
«he could conduce, to her comfort? lament* 
ing that her sudden departure from the 
countess of Castlehowers had put it out of 
her power to serve her, at a time when she 
had conceived a more than common in- 
terest in her. 

The sweet girl raised lady Langdale's hand 
to her lips, pressed^it with great emotion^ 
and wept again. 

Somewhat surprised, lady Langdale then 
€aid— " Although the situation in which I 
find you. Miss Templeman, indicates at 
once the proper independence of . your 
mind, and the propriety of your conduct, 
in choosing a safe, though I, fear an uo* 
pleasant asylum, yet you must allow, that 
the suddenness of your ren;ioval was likely 
to exeite surprise to your friends?" 

Miss Templeman recovered herself in 

some degree during this speech, and readily 

.answered— ''.Oh, madam! comsider how 

much 1 wasftlanneddpriA^ (he^ouisquerad^^ 
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night by the varrous warnings and insinua- 
tions I received. Long unhappy and unde- 
termined ; conscious that my situation was 
ex'ery way improper, yet unable to leave 
it, or even a^isign a direct reason why I 
should desire to do so, from that eventful 
night I knew not a moment's peace. Mrs. 
Barnet promised to befriend me, and I 
vainly hoped she would fulfil her promise 
of seeing me the following day. After 
waiting in vain, I contrived a short time 
after to call at her house, where all my 
-Ihopes were annihilated,. by being infornled 
that she had left the kingdom. My visit 
was discovered by th'e countess, who ridi- 
culed and. abused me with such acerbity, 
that my mind was wrought up to an excess 
of feeling whfch rendered me capable of 
any effort to emancipate myself; and hav- 
Jtig frequently busied myself with the ad- 
vertisements in the ^ Morning Post,' I ven- 
tured to answer one, and appoint a meet- 
ing with the parties. This circumstance 
led me to fth interview with lady Cixlling, 
^o, plefaied to find' I h^ been an rntnate 

with 



MTIBKCB AND ^W9BV«[KAW. - 145 

^ith a fashionable countess* readily en- 
gaged me, almost on my own conditiow. 
9 selected ber from the other advertisers 
nerdy because she was going immcdiatelff 
iQto the country ; and such was my extreme 
iHnxiety.to fly for ever from a scene in 
which apparent gaiety^ but actual wretch- 
^Deas^ hadbe^n my only portion, that my 
.mind was in a state of indescribable periur- 
:batioQ, and almost breathless anxiety^ until 
I found myself far oa (hie rpad to lady CuJ- 
Jill's mansion in the country ; when her un- 
feeling interrogations ^rst taught me to 
know L had tzchangefl my chains, Bot lost 
-them: but, thank Heaven ! those I wear noto 
izte safe onesj aod^they will soon^-^-sooa 
ibe dropped for ever/' 
• The tone of desponding resignation wicji 
'which thede words. were uttered affected 
Jady Langdale exceedingly ; and eager to 
.prevent the youthful invalid from dwelling 
ion her complain ts^ she exclaimcdr--^^ But 
•why, my love, did you not apply to me ? 
J gave yott 4By address, aa well as .Mnu 
I .^rouiiu a Barnet : 
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IBarn^t ; I- was as imich your friend as ^lie 

« 

A deep scarlet sufTitsedlhe pale cheek <tf 
%er to whom this question was addressed ; 
-^nd a gentle sigh^ and a tremulous motion 
'in the fip, was the only answer ^he appeared 
:able to give. 

Lady Langdale felt extremely uneasy*; 
«he had a horror tjfmystef ies:; and the oifi- 
defined feding ^Tmih stole over her nnnd 
'vas so little in unison with the sensations 
she had hitherto felt for this lovely girl^ 
that she strove to banish it, as the offspring 
'•of unworthy mistfust i>ut ynet was unable 
*to efface itr Both fcr some minutes Te- 
Hmained silent, und the conversation which 
follow:ed was constrained and insipid; and 
both would probaMy -have parted with lit- 
tle satisfaction tto either, if sir fid ward, hav- 
'itig recollected ieme question he had to 
ask lus hciy, had not left his party^ and 
•come -unexpectedly into the room: he 
«taid as «hort a time as possible; but the 
air of surprise . with ^hich^MissTemplemati 
'.-•' ' n i.regshpded 
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regarded him^ caught lady Lahgdale's aU 
tention, and she could not help tnquirrng 
if she now saw sir Edward for the Jirst time f 
uddin'g, she supposed she had seen him fre^ 
t}uently during her residence with lady 
Castlehowel? 

m 

'^ I only saw him ttotce duiingthe whole 
vinter^ and his visits were short ; nor do I 
ever remember hearing his voice distinctly 
till now, when it reminded nteso much of. 
the voice of the Bramin in the masquerade* 
^hen he spoke naturally to me at partings 
that I conid not help expressing the suK 
prise I feh." 

'^ Your ear is very accurate, for it xva^ 
sir Edward who addressed you." 

'* Is -that possible ? — how much I have 
heen deceived ! — I thought — I- — I under- 
•stood "* 

** Ah, Miss Templeman, I now begin to 
understand you ; perhaps some one has 
prejudiced you against sir Edward t^ang- 
dale ?" 

*' Yes, indeed^ my lady, I was taxight on 

H 2 that 
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that -very night, by various innueitdoeSj to 
^read sir Edtvard, and almost to mistrust 
your friendship. — Pardon me, I beseedi 
you; but indeed, indeed.my own heart was 
not to bhime ; even the King of the Gyp* 
'«ies, while he extolled you highly, bade 
me to beware of your lord," 

The ejrtreme hesitation and difficulty 
-with which these words were nttered which 
adverted to the Gypsy King, proved, to 
the penetrating eye of lady Langdaie, that 
fhe sting of hopeless love had not been 
wanting to complete the ordeal of this 
liard-fated girl ; and now fully sensible 
<hat her mysterious silence had been en- 
tirely caused by her fears, however need- 
lessly ex-cited, of sir Edward, her heart 
5gain expanded towards her, with all that 
genuine tenderness and benevolence it was 
^ «o accustomed to feeU Though vexed with 
captain Seymour for hinting any thing t« 
«ir Edward's disadvantage, especially at the 
very moment when he was engaged, witk 
equal zedi, and probably more disinter* 

• estedness 



• 

•sttedncss tbaa himself, in wararng hevr 
feveljr prategte^ yet sad rcmerabrance of 
vhat her husband had been, ohhged her t* 
own he was liable to be charged with* 
many sins of which he was^ even rn hi^- 
gayest momen ts> incapable ; since ^e 
wicked ever rejoice in circulating repfortsr 
which reduce the failing to their medium ; 
and even the vii;tnous are> in many caises>. 
ted' to place the worst construction onp 
every part of the conduct of those wha> 
have been guilty of error r fearfuV of in-^ 
juring the barriers of virtue, they feel it ar 
duty to protect them,, by a jealousy whicb 
acMnetimes precludes the return of thoscr • 
who are undetided characters ; thus produ.*-^ 
cing ^^ a bad effect,.but from a noble eause/^ 
The hearts of these two amiable women^ 
again opened to. unreserved intercodirs^ ;: 
the conversation became aiTecting and con« 
fidential : in the xu>urse of it lady La^ngdale^ 
learnt, through many signs of severe griefs 
that in the course of the last winter, Mim- 

Templeman's &tber had died at the Ma-^ 

H 3 deiras^ 
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deiras, v^hkher he had gone for the reccM 
very of his heahh ; that her mother hacf 
b^en induced to sail from thence to the 
East Indies^ arid was not expected id Eng- 
land till the ensuing spring. She learnt, 
too, that the young lady had a brother,, 
two years younger than herself, who was 
likely to accompany their mother, he being 
in the Company's service; but these Ultleffl'* 
mily anecdotes recarlled so many sources. af 
bitter anguish, and displayed so many traits 
ef affection and virtue, that lady Langdale 
lesolved, if possible, t& snatch theyouthfiiF 
and amiable suiTerer from the evils that 
more iminediately surrounded her, and re«- 
store her to her surviving parent, with re*^ 
novated health and consoled feelingSt' 
Aware that the unhappy mother bad- lost 
not only a husband, but her support, she. 
felt now how much the errors of fter 
hiisband had cramped her own behev6« 
lence ; and some sighs for her lost fortune, 
mingled with those awakened by her sy«v 
pathy ; but the recolkctioa that her bus% 

band 
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landiy^jno longer the beingi innocenec* 
had a right to fear, or virtue to decpyr 
poured the balm of consolationon herJieajit ; 
and when she parted from her new-found^ 
f^iend^ she assured her, that their next 
i^i^etiDg should \^e a more happy one: ta^ 
tji«?m both, promising to call on lady CuW 
ling very soon, and agjun obtain the plea- 
sure of a visit. 

Though the eager benevolence of Gri^ 
selda had alreadys, in imagination, placed> 
the fatherless girl in her own house> andi 
made her the happy partaken of its every^^ 
comfort^ yet she did. not consider herself 
justifiable in making her an offer , to this> 
effect pntjl she bad nu^ntioned it to^ir Ed-- 
iciard; accustomed even in trifles to con-- 
suit his pleasure and obey his will, she felr^. 
it an indispensible duty to inform him of.' 
her wishes, ere she gave them birth, to the*: 
ypung lady, having, however, not the slight-* <^ 
est doubt but that hi^ heart, warm a$» her> 
«.wjEi in the cause of benevolence, would^ 

b4 rejoico^ 



s 
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rejoice irt the 6itporturi4Tytyf offejfifrg f»^ 
dictates, '■ '» 

, Utid^r • this impressldn/ GriseMa w«* 
struck e^tceedingly with the chilling coldk • 
ness with tvhich sir Ed^vdrd receUe^ *€** 
proposd, and the heartless BHini^eritt^ 
which he told her, that shie bad rafhejf his* 
consent than hiii approhation for intitii^g' 
Miss Templeman to the Grange: 

Such a cOnfUnt amounted to reftisal i atid 
lady Langdale, puzzled and distre^d, felt a ' 
struggle betweeh doty an<l in'ditlationt^ 
such as she had never before experrenced. 
'* flofpie deferred makcth the heart sick ;•* ] 
and poor Miss Templeman, whose hfype^;}- 
however inadvertenlly, .had biien* tiertatnlf *^ 
raised, by the untommon kitidtres^ of lady^^ 
Lsfngdafe'^ itiaif Hers, ijaw prtparatiotys for ' 
thdif departure from Harrowgate with e%^ - 
trcme regret; which hadi a vis?b?e effect (M ' 
her health. The frten^ of sh* Edward dtid ' 
hh lady had never snfferecj <he fetter tb* 
hare an htmr aldne of late ; and i new fe- '' 

■ ^ mily 
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mily zt the Granby had engrossed a g66ii> 
^eal of.her atfenticm ; this was ar Jamer 
and lady Edenj and a sweet femily of four 
Itttle children^ td whJbi lady Langdale paid^ 
more than common attention, from having: 
understood that their gorerness was going* 
to leave them; nnder the idea that if sA¥^ 
Edward persisted in the reluctant; and ap- 
parently unkind system he had adopted W» 
Miss Templeman's affair, she should perhaps^* 
Be enabled to place her in a^timtian more^' 
congenial to her wishes. 

Sir James Eden and his lidy were io^ 
completely imbued with th^ education 
mania, that their society iaflfbrded little 
pleasure to any person not' immediately- 
engaged in the same pursuit : although** 
very elegant in their manners, and posses- 
sing unusual information and intelligence, 
yet few could possibly adopt their senti*ii 
ments and pursuits in such a manner as to* 
render intimate intercourse agreeable ; biit 
to Griselda, wj^o was exceedingly fond ot 

n 5 children, , 



fihikhrenj tiie kindest alk>wan€e for even, 
ihe ecceatricities of affection was even 
possible^ and she could^listen with patience 
to a dissertation on the merits, of a speL- 
ling-book^ or the defects of a back-board>.. 
which set every other person in companyw 
eov the fidgets, 

l«ady Eden appeared sa amiable^ and ber- 
children so tractable, that Griselda coidd 
XH>t imagine what could be the reason^ that- 
Miss Collins had declared an . intentionkof 
quitting her charge ; and though she could, 
not be sorry for a. circumstance which 
promised an opening for her portegji^, 
whose health and spirits decUned daily j, 
yetj as she had remarked that all lady 
Bden*s children looked, pale and sickly, she 
began to. fear that perhaps they were, npt- 
withstanding the apparent mimber of their 
^lendants, in some way a. burden upon the 
governess, to. wiijch Miss Templeman might. 
I^ot be equal : a$ this was much upon hec 
ip^ind^ she took occasion^in adelicate msui^ 



^ 



TSMs to inquire^ OSQ A^y, of Miss Collins/, 
if :shi$. bade any: ^pressing reason for decliAr 
ing' a ;fcKarge apparently so interesting ^» 
-r *:! loin attached to tfae children^ my lady> 
9iid sorry* to leave them ; bi^t my consti^- 
Hitio^.n;^ qfi'M unequal to. lady Eden'Sr^ 

/. '* Indef;^ 4 I^ had noridea 4hat iady. Eden, ^ 
could be severe in her requisitions^^^hec^ 

Siann^rs^are so mildv' 

.'* Ob yes^;ipy/rJ9dy^.;^he is very inir4^ 

J^rself^ but her physicals far from mild.." 

''Physic!" 
- \^Ye^, certainly^ my lady ; shr obliges ^ 
every person in the house to take physic ^ 
three times a- week^/ at the least; the poos 
children have regular courses of pills an4 ' 
lessons^ draiisf and -lectures ;..and from ^ir^' 
James to. the lowest servant in her house^ 
hold> no one escapeis ; 'tis 4he businessyof 
her life :t4 i^egnlate the mindf^ a^id bodies 

■ _ • 

49fvbcr family, which is (he fc^soq shj9 
brought iiearly her^ivhale'establistiment to - 
Ibis pla^e* foe the benefit ot the waters^ 
^ ./i,\ h6 IshoulA 



I should be iiiigrateflil »<»( to acknbwlisdg^ 
her kindness^ lAnte ^eimur^ cne fhat^he 
has repeatedly HMei my Ujf, wAiikh mm 
threatened by /ofen* disease j bdt th^^an* 
filjr of wafer f atri obliged to drink here, in^ 
addition to my regufarmedicitms, has*WdW 
me so weak that I begin to' lameiMI -thflP 
eradication of ther plethora ttiat ^Hreatetied 
me. .... 

A loud laugh from sir' Edward, wh<^ hadf 
witnessed partof thia^nviertedoti, ^i^cOn- 
certed'fhe relater, who Kasltily departed? 
•leaving.Griselda, vexed and .disap)piointed, 
lookfng at sir EdWatd in a kind of lack-a- . 
daisical way, that told tntA itwes nolaugh-^ 
ing matter to her^ whatever he might 
think of it. . » 

"Excuse me, Gtiseldai Itnii^ kitgh ; 
for before I overtook yoti, I had heardi a 
conversation between the gi^om . 'ami 
coachman of this phariMtieal ladyy in 
which it appeared that a dose of Harnowi^ ^ 
gate- water had been ordered the hc^rsesj 
which the foolish biiites had t^t^ts^d 

swallow.- 



8imtl9W;i^oiBic^ d0i;t look so pts^ ; tbi< 
ddlinlf l^fViem 'wA never do for youe 
ptW^iifSO \^f^ mml. make the best of it i 
and by taking tier, tm the Orange^ ^ndeatotir> 
as yiooisiy, to restore berHealtfar beford 
the ^mTalof her mothef ; ati.pfe8entj ^ktt, 
Itti to cpmpUtdf lost . lice good look% 
poor giH/ dvat i bdiere even ihe ptoBcrih^ 
ed sir >Bdward Lasgdale ma^jr be . trusted 

« > 

*' trtteiedl >I dotrld ibrasr atr a»gc{ ta 
your care, EdMrawi.Hv.- 

^ Yon havc^moare confidence. iti me than 
tbe world h%B, GriseMa ; imd^ I wouU 
aivoid giving M otoisfoh of /sunnise and 
eonjectuee^ai7f4»y» of aotorrety are, I 
trusty at an end; and tfaough/I ^do not wish 
for oltoeerity; aftice that might impede, my 
«8efahieiti, t aM'i<seHa>nly 'move anxrous to 
dSFOid- ^laMe^ thttfi «|o)ttifeoU8 $cxr applause^ 
Mve ffdfii np^oVing 'fleat^nj atid con^ 
aifclo6^'recttfiiae;" * -^ 

This interesting conversation ¥^ inters 
rkjited by Mr. eioveiv' tvliou sitsiag ' sjr 



£dward's zrm, ihsiste'd oki jturtgOingMlttit^ 
diately to wkness bis jdjifviftgrVMck, . o^ 
the green before Ihe Dragofr>- in- bis mnil-^ 
coachi—^^^ Betted the 'codcbai^d: ,tBy. fdur^ 
bays a^aitiist Ikdy LleweHin*9fiv^hiindred>: 
that J drive the figoro^ lo a.T-Wknow your 
«re up 'to things, .'mjr boy,, (only, turned' 
qaiz of late ; so 'oamealdnLgi Bce lh;rt all'^ 
^^r : little woman iti.a: fln^rpuDker-^loiit 
three hundred to Stanton last night^^Qck^ 
€d in with him tifl breakfalt-^ime-'^tacKes 
all looking mum— evei*y. body whispering $: 
but' come along^ the nattres haye been 
wiittiiig ^thSs halX<ho«ir; St^tdn^c DemsoiaU 
sir Bobby; and the Glynii6,:aH. oa^.fthe: 
jidgets-^that's tiieigo^ data'me-raUb^^lLVe afr 
the Dragoii> ye^see^f ^ »: . '.: :: i's !• . . , 

f' Pray, niy dear, make hasjfi" said lady 
JLangdale, "for Mr. Glover^s . elpqueoce: is^ 
irresistible; J must step on to^t/ikpGrfiUi^ 
to lady.Culliog's,.as>you are::^ware/' /^a 
she spoke, she quickened her^ps^evthe .cpx^ 
tfaryway. . •• . - . -, :. .:;.-; 

tt Toa my *ouI/, a fin? wpaii<>i ^fr 1^ 
.;...• ward; 



f 



iHard; don !t wonder she leads-^v^uld go* 
in her traces myself — that I would, dam'rae. 
Julia Glynn, a line creature, isn't she ?— * 
tbmk we shall ■ I>arnes8 together' next 
month .?—vbat: think you, hey ^'• 

. '' I understoojd. Miss Julia wa^. engaged 
to Mn Hartop, Mn Glover// 

" Qb, aye! he's devilish sulky ; Wouldn't 
do ; has but two thousand a-y^ar^ Orfherc* 
about ; can't dash ; July irkes flash i that's the. 
go ; daddy knows what's wlmt — Igoks tO 
the title— you take ?— allth^ women like- 
isucb lads- as us^ hey, sir Edward ? There's^ 
my lady, now — gad, she's a woman tOs 
jny mind — lik^d yoa when you were queer 
hey, my boy. ?" .. , .j 

*' Rut not because I was- queer," replied, 
sir Edward, with some acerbky; in .fact ^ 
the high esteem in which he held -his ladyt 
rendered him unable to h^ar her., very, 
name mentioned by a person whose intel-* 
l$ct and character he held in such con- 
tempt, without experiencing considerable 
soreness. To hearing his own name a$so-r 
elated with gamblers, coxcombs ^f ^w^ 
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Jockres^ he siibmHted^ as a ktn'd of penance''* 
k wa^ his duty to endure patiently ; but 
to find his wife considered capable of ittar- 
rying such ;^ man as he was s^d to be, 
wounded the delicacy of- his f^ifigs^ irt^ 
^very poim where sbewasconceMted^ahd 
even his self-love eo«ld' not prevent his* 
perceiving that^ the parity and nofrleness. 
of Griselda'a mmd was degraded; when she- 
accepted hinh in the eyes of the Virtuous* 
This fine perceptron of projpriety led him,, 
with increased aflecfion, to rescije her as 
fer as possible from condemnation^ by be- 
coming such a one as a virtuous and exalt- 
ed woman cguM indeed own for the lord ofi 
her obedience and her love ; and every- 
return to the paths of wisdom^ made by. 
the energiei^ of his mind^ was sweetened by 
the consciousness that it was the tri-' 
bote of his^ tenderness and gratitude to^ 
her. 

A mind thus organized could only be 

happy or miserable in the exercise of its 

powers and sensibilities; and sir Edward 

^ould scarcely per&uade himftelf» at times. 



tKat he hiid eVer been Engaged in pruit^ka^ 
^rhefe his heart had n4 cofiiceni. Over the' 
remembrance, of ids wanderiiTgs he sighed ;' 
but from the recollection of those errors, 
whose defprmity was neither veiled by 
imagination or pofi g i o i i j he 4v<ined in dis- 
gust, rather despising than lamenting 
them: to such, therefore, he had no fear of 
returning ; and in occa3ix>nalIy conversing 
with Glover, or such as him, he felt not a 
momentary fear of relapse ; but when^ 
OfiteMa 4Md piyjKMied the constant resi^" 
dence of a y^dning^beawtifiiJ, and imerest'^- 
3i<^ girl wi)tfc fhinli tie bad trembled for> 
'hiKfselfi' k>tt^lMfla]i^ihg tfaja^ corned 
IdVe whjdh '|>Ma»essed h^ wh4)Ie l^eart fdrr 
lAii ' ^Anelihi j: > ' atldf ifhis' dccsisiMKid tllftf 
ctilcih«M ivith whi€h he hadf rceeHed th^> 
pt^dpoait ' h^tt firequeiiHy'seeft^g brr; be*^ 
\kczmk'^At tbnfideirt^ln'Wmself; dn*f 
wtfS'tbb^^tiabted to ghrethat cMd^l an^serif^ 
to^fakitig Miss Templetnaii (d ih**©r2lttgei.ii 
Which,' &t this moment, had made the lAppy ' 
GriseJda fly tb propose such arfetubvalnt- 
'^ that 
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^atcamiable; giF] ; while hc^^.^yiApathi^ingr 
in her joy^ attended Ihe exipec.led mumph^ 
of ihe ^' besi whip in Harrawg^^te,** . 
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Scarcely could expectation sit:more auxir? 
ottftly in the eye of^ the ciiisen^ of an«*- 
cieat Rome, :wbe,n .lhey.,im*g{bjt V i€h see 
gitAt Pompey pass the: str^tls^.^ I^mVT: 
tton k appeared i»: the CQnis^ten^acesoor 
tbflicompattyft nowdravirn^up in the; front; 
of the Dri^on;t:to wiin^^.the priomisitdl, 
^iy|9g /<^^ Xady , Llewellin^ supported, 
li^.lhe dowager .countesSf of Alde^car. andC 
]«dy Wingem^ stopfi/ni a (y)nspii;uqfis place*/ 
a(H)<>ffip;miecl by two bouncing' girls» her < 
daughters, whom it was her plea^ire t4>* 
«€inside)r mere babies; agreeable to jwhicii^, 
\. Ihc^ 
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the eldest held a wax doll rn one arm, 
while the other wa« slung in that of an 
officer of dr^oons, over whom her eyes 
were east with an hoyden expression of 
disgusting impudence^ intended to be mis- 
taken for infantine frankness. The Missea 
Glynn, the Whites, the languishing Maria, 
the elegant Lakes, and a whole bevy of 
beauties from the Granby^ in which five 
lovely sisters from Lincolnshire were con- 
spicuous, stood in the court, attended by 
a crowd of gentlemen : a few saunterers 
from Low Harrowgate trespassed on the 
ground, among whom, the descendant of 
the great historian, Hume^ cut a figure 
conspicuous enough t'6 rival the chai^ioteec 
and his four bays, df essed in a Kug^ str^w 
hat, blue coat^, made . in the fashion of 
Queen Anne^ arid' five p^ir of stockings^ 
roiled over' the knees one sibave another ;* 
he certainly pi'oved liis right to being* 
called an oddity — a species of fame En- 
glishmen have been unjustly chiatged with 
ffionopolizing, since this Scotchman has 

been 
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been allowed on all h^nds to enjoy the 
claim to it in an undue proporl^ion. 

" Since fall aM oth«r claims to great renown, 
Whe would not be the greatest frUght in town f^ 

The coach is now on the ground— fher 
fiero mounts — he smacks his whip — he 
turns divinely — but, alas t short js the tri^ 
umph. 

• • * ■ . 

Somewhat confounded, but by no means^ 
abashed, the charioteer dismounted, calling 
out to her exulting ladyship — '' What'lt 
ye take for your coach, hey ?'* 

'^ iSeven hundfed ^uine^s; that's what it 
cost you on a a, similar oct^sion, Tve been; 
told ; so. I shan^t be h^fd with yqu," 

The tnpney was instantly pard* and re- 
ceived with all, the: philosophic sangfroiS 
of gapibling fashionists ; and ,l\er ladyship^ 
turning into the little counting-house* 
held it out to Mr. ]E. saying — " See here,, 

« ■ • • • 

Tve diddled the young one neatly ;. now 
if yell just be ate/ letting me have ano- 
t'^er hundred and £ff(y« ^twill set me clear 

with 



^ith old i*. and the general, Jrc see— so it 
Will." 

- "I have not more than sixty pounds of 
your ladyship's in my possession^ and sir 
Arthmrowes me three hundred, on his own 
private account ; yotir ladyship's bill with 
fht house is a veryconsiderable one, and! 
cannot really fliink of——" 

** Now hold your tongue,- E. that's a 
iflare soul, with your preaching and pro- 
sing ; I declare you quite bother me : 
ckin^t you stee that I'm after winning, this 
thorning, and in a few hours I shall may be 
take twice as much in betting on Glovep's 
ihatch.** 

"Or/Mfit, rtylady." 

*' WeU, so much the worse; but will you 
^ive me the money now, that's a dare 
•creature ? — you know I can do nothing 
^rthoirt you ; so don't go to Ire cross now." 
'■ Whether it was the lily hand held out 
td fecei^ve, or iht sweet smile of entreaty 
that accompanied it,' ¥fe know not; but 
Jthe lady got the mouey, and ilew with it to 

satisfy 
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satisfy the most knportunate of her pi*o« 
fessional creditors ; and on the strength of 
the remainder^; to risk more than twice the 
sum. 

At the hour of two, ail the Harrowgate 
world were on the Common^ to witness va« 
rious matches, and after then) a diversion 
which revived an old English sport, viz^ 
that of a pig let loose among the multitude^ 
to be -caught by the tail, awd become th^e 
property of any who could hold it. The 
body of the animal was covered all over 
with a thick soap lather, and the utter im- 
possibility of holding him afforded infinite 
labour to the hunters, and sport to the 
spectators ; but, alas! before he had begun 
to excite mirth, poor lady Llewellin had 
lost hers, and drove from the field a loser 
of more than double her morning gains; 
her servant ak)ne sympathizing in her dis- 
tress, from having partaken it, being en- 
couraged to bet by his lady, till, like bcr> 
his money and his credit were completely 
exhausted. 

In 
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' Th proportion as -her ladyship's credit 
4ell, so the errors of her conduct were ar- 
Taigned and animadverted upon ; and her 
open encouragement of major Stanton in 
*liis addresses to: Miss. Honduras, was now 
the. subject oT severe ^scrutiny among the 
'Company, though not oiieof them stepped 
•out of 4heir way to warn the girl they pre- 
tended to prty how she listened to the 
overtures of a man they affected to deppise; 
and unconscious of the attention she drew, 
and the precipice she stood on« Miss Hon- 
'dtlras -quietly sympathised with the lady's 
sorrows, and smiled upon the major's sue- 
-cess, little dreaming that the hoards of her 
^ood father were the sole cause of hec re- 
,cciving attention from eiiber. While the 
gay world was a8semibled!on the CommoD^ 
lady Langdale had communicated to Miss 
,3*eropleman her wishes: that she would, ac- 
company her to the Grange^ a proposal the 
-sweet girl received with ^ears of heaMfelt 
gratitude, though she expressed some fears 
^f in(:uri4Dg4he displeasur^of lady Culling, 

notwithstandfing 



tiotwidistdndtng her iodisfcoskiaii rendered 
faer tuiequal to the flutieci of her sntvAtion* 

Lady Langdale kindly obviated every 
kdiffictthy ; and as that lady and her daugh- 
ters were then partaking the diversions on 
the heath, agreed to wait till their return^ 
reqoestitig *Miss Temploiiian, in the mean 
'time«.8o to dispose of her clothes as to be 
able toremoveata very short notice; while 
s^he, in the meantime, would amu^ herself 
"with the children's books, which were scat* 
tered round the room. 

Lady Langdale was engaged in reading 
Mrs. Barbauld'S prose hymns, with that de- 
vout admiration they cannot fail to inspire 
in every ;nind capable of relishing sublime 
poetry combined with pious i^implidty^ 
when the irnwieldly form.of Jady Culling 
made its appearance : she apologized for 
her presence there, lind in strong terms« 
bat very gentle words, explained her de- 
sire of removing Miss fempleman to a 
• place where her health co^uU^be better at- 
tended to than was possible in a large 

house 



YXTIEKCB AND PBltSCVBRAKCi. 169 

ttouse, where the stillness necessary to an 
Invalid was unattainable. 
' lady Culling appeared strrprised and an- 
gry ; but her habitual deference to supe- 
rior rank allayed her vexation ; she said, 
that as to air and all that^ her owtl- house 
in the country was as good as any ; but 
for her own part, she didn*t see as how air 
and them things were necessary for such 
yotmg women as governesses. 

'*I do not quite comprehend you, my 
lady ; is there any particular systeth you 
^ould recommend in Miss Templeman's 
case?'* 

Lady Cullirig, pleased to be consulted 
iby so elegant a woman, drew up her head 
with great satisfaction, and proceeded to 
gay — " Why to be sure, lady Langdale, I 
liave been a housekeeper a great many 
years, and I ought to know something; 
:and for matter of that, I think I may say 
"I makes as much observation as most folks; 
and I be quite sure, that when such kind 
^f people as servants and governesses, and 

VOL. HI. I all 
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all that, happen to ail any things the best 
%vay to manage them is to take no notice 
at a]], but to make them go on ivith theiih 
work; being, you know. Providence has 
not made them like us people of quality, 
you know ; so I takes it^ the back is inaide 
for the burden." 

Astonished with the ignorance, and 
shocked with the inhumanity of this doc- 
trine, Griselda made no reply, except by a 
slight inclination of the head; and the nar« 
rator, mistaking her silence for profound 
attention, continued — ** Now there's my 
housemaid ; she has bad headachs, that 
make her almost blind ; my housekeeper' 
would have coddled her up, and sent her to 
bed ; but says I to her, says I, * make the 
jade scour the stairs from top to bottom ;' 
and whenever she complains, that's the only 
physic I gives her; and as for Miss Temple- 
man — of a morning, when I sees her sigh- 
ing and soaning like, and can't get a bit of 
breakfast, I sets her to teach the girls to 
dance, and makes her bear 'em two lessons 

for 
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for one, or somehow contrives to double 
her work; and Til be bound to cure 
her, if she stays «long enough. Why there's 
my Jady Eden now, that's alwaj's reading in 
books and nonsense, she gives every body 
in her fanUIy physic enough to poison a 
regiment; and what does she get by it 
but long bills and wry &ces? while I ne- 
ver gives nobody nothing, and alJ my fa- 
inilj thrive : to be sure, if they go to have 
fevers, or any thing of that kind, I sends 
ihcm out o{ the way as fast as I can." 

To this humane personage expostula- 
tion -must be .useless, and reason incompre- 
bensible ; but after this explanation, lady 
X^angdale felt that she could not leave the 
victim of her inhunaanity under her power, 
ev^en for an hour; she therefore ma^e 
jevery pecuniary concession which could be 
desired on the part of Miss Templeman, 
but absolutely requested that she might 
accompany her home. Lady Culling com* 
plied the more readily with this request, 
because she conceived that the young per- 

I 2 SOQ 
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•on who was leaving lady Eden might he 
had on easy terms; and she at length 
called the trembling girl^ and took leave of 
her with a tolerably good grace, piromising 
to send her things in the evening. 

As Miss Templeman took the arm of her 
l>nly friend^ she manifested an agitation of 
joy which proved how much she had suf^ 
fcred. Lady Langdale, ever delicately at- 
tentive to the feelings of those aroundlier^ 
omitted no means of restoring her to com- 
posure ; and on their arrival at the Dra- 
gon, took her to her own room^ where she 
proposed to her to lie down on her bed 
for an hour before dinner: this brought 
to her recollection, that as the house was 
very full^ it was but too probable that Mrs. 
CSoodlad might not be immediately able 
to accommodate an unexpected guest. As 
fioon, therefore, as she had drawn the cur- 
tain round her grateful charge, she de- 
i^cended to the bar, and made the neces* 
sary inquiries. 

, Mvu. Goodlad lamented that it was ut« 

teriy 
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terly out of her power to provide a bedl 
for the young iadjr in her houae^ but 
strongly recommended her to pTac^ Mm 
T^tnplemaii at the bo^arding-school, wberer 
«he would have an airy roonv and all thow 
attentions which her delicale health de* 
nanded. 

Lady L^i^gdate approved jhe idea very 
'much, and would hav^ immediately pro- 
ceeded tq the Grovej to procure her a kin4 
i^oeption there ; but encouraged by that 
^fiability which never failed to invite con- 
lidenpe and repose> Mrs. Ooodlad began 
to ijjform her of the fe^nsr she had concei- 
ved of major Stanton, and her extreme un- 
^siness on Miss Honduras's account, who^ 
^avinjg; no friend to advise her, save the in- 
sidious lady LlewelUn^ might, she feared^ 
be led to form an engagement with one» 
who, though he ranked as a gentleman, wa$i» 
in fact, little better than a sharper. 

On beaHng this repeated in a niore po>* 
titive manner, and supported fay circum- 
stances ^i? bad never heard before, lady 

I i Langdale 
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Langdale became exceedingly concemecF, 
and blamed herself much for having suffer- 
ed even a most amiable and interesting^ 
subject to have engrossed her so much as 
to have prevented her from attending to 
the fate of a young woman^ who appeared 
cast^ in a measure^ upon the protection of 
ill who were older than hersetf, but who 

lady Langdale felt to have more than usual 

\. 

claims on her good offices, since it* was but 
too probable that the thoughtless and the 
half-reasoning part of her sex might urge 
her marriage as an excuse for their folly, 
and even the present good conduct of -sir 
Edward be made the medium of their de- 
struction. This recollection never failed to 
awaken extreme uneasiness in the breast of 
this virtuous woman ; and while she sub- 
mitted to this painful emotion, as a scourge 
she merited— as a portion of the inevitable 
evil she had embraced, she felt it her duty, 
a$ far as possible, to explain to others the 
peculiar circumstances in which she stood 
with regard to sir Edward, and, likewise 

those 
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ftose traits of character in him which paT* 
Iiated. if thev did not extenuate, the error 
of the connexion, and which she would of- 
ten assert could not be found to apply, in 
every particular, to any other woman int 
the world. 

Pursuant to the resolution she had adopt- 
ed, she entreated Miss Honduras to give 
her a private interview soon after dinner^ 
when she painted in such strong colours 
the misery of the connexion before her, 
that she induced the young lady to pro- 
mise she would immediately return to her 
father, and leave the decision of her love 
affair entirely to his care, and in the mean- 
time, consider herself under the sole pro- 
tection of lady Langdale; for such was the 
ascendancy lady Llewellih had got over 
feer mind, that the poor creature shrunk 
from the reproaches of her eye, and dread- 
ed one flash of that satirical wit, which she 
had so often seen could disconcert the ti- 
mid, and put even the virtuous to the 
blush ; she begged to be considered a prr- 

1 4 soner 
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soner in Jady Langdalels parlour, whefl^ 
Miss Templeman already was, and they 
consented to spend the evening together^ 
till the hour when the latter should repair 
to her lodgings. 

The following morning, Griselrfa called 
at Rob^y's, to purchase some little pre- 
sents for lady Eden's children ; when, to her, 
utter surprise, Mr. Robey, whose know- 
ledge of every body and every thing in Har- 
rowgate must be considered indisputable^' 
informed her that Tady Llewelliaand major 
Stanton ^ad been up the whole night at play 
— that it was well known now that the ma-« 
jor had promised to cancel a considerable 
play-debt due from her ladyship, in the 
event of his marriage with Miss Honduras ;;,^ 
but as lady Langdale's goodness, by open-^ 
ing the eyes of the young lady^^ had most 
happily rendered that event very dubious^ 
it was presumed her gambling ladyship had 
lasl night been playing a desperate game» 
in order to exonerate herself from forniej:^ 
scores ; so ifar, at leasts was certain^ that the. 

majoc^ 



^ajor and her, after very high vronfa^ 
had^ at length, locked themselves in, and 
remained till breakfastrtiri^e in the morning. 

To all this lady Langdale cooHy replied, 
i^e was but just cpme from the Dragon^ 
and had beard nothing of the kind. 

" Possible^ very possible^ my lady ; but 
I am correct notwithstanding^ as your lad y-^ 
ship will find: not that I should have men-- 
tioned the affair^ for it is the duty of a 
man in my station to hear much and say' 
little^ but as mere chance has made me 
master of an important discovery, I intro- 
duced thesubject, by way of informing your 
ladyship, that I know il is the intention ojT 
i^ajor Stanton to stop Miss I&jndum iix 
•ber way to town^ force her into his owr> 
carriage, aad persuade her that the brjeadi^ 
of decorum thus perpetrated can only be 
healed by marriage — trusting that the! old 
gentleman, her fether, will forgive that 
which he cannot prevent."^ 

Griselda shook her head in unbelief,. say-<^ 
wgj '' I bavp heard of siich, tl^n^ iq book$^ 

1 & Mr* 
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Mr. Robey, to be sure; but I believe the 
romance of real Kfe does not furnish any 
instance of them." 

• " Oh, my lady f you surely forget; ma- 
ny men have dont the thing for love, and 
surely, when a man has a much stronger 

motive but, however, 1 do not presume 

(o argue on the whys or wherefores — I 
only assert that such a scheme is this very 
day in agitation ; and I conceive it my 
duty to inform yop of it/* 

The gravity with which these wordr 
were pronounced alarmed Griselda, for she 
knew Robey was toa sensible a man to be 
imposed on, and too respectable to impose 
on her ; she therefore hastened to find sir 
Edward, to whom she imparted the infor- 
mation she had received, though with the 
air of a person who expected that her news 
would excite rather ridicule than belief. 

On the contrary, sir Edward said he real- 
ly was of opinion that there was something 
In it ; for that he had heard the major pro- 
fess an intention of going to London im- 

medtat^y 
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mediately— whercasy the mormn^ before, 
be had prafessed an intention af remaining 
a fortnight— " but oprapos,** added he^ in-^ 
terrupting himself, " I have just been? 
4>eaking to a person who is going to'Lon*^ 
don to-morrow — had we not better place 
the lady under his care ? it k the master 
of the house where you have placed Mis& 
Templeman, and for her sake he will be 
civil to your new protegee."' 

*' 'Tis a happy thought, my dear; we 
will realize it immediately.*^ 

No time was lost in making the neees-^ 
sary arrangements; for though Miss Hondu*^ 
ras was not remarkable for the rapidity of 
her motions, yet she was flattered, by the 
necessity of flying from the "dear decei- 
ver," into, those uncommon exertions de- 
manded by the occasion ; and in a few 
hours lady Langdale had the sincere satis- 
faction of seeing her and her conductor^ 
who was a person well qualified for the 
undertaking, pass by her window : as she 
kissed her hand, and bade adieu^ the major 

I & happened 
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happened lb com« out o£ the billiarcT'* 
rbom, and therefore witnessed the flight oT 
his victim: he lost no time in the pursuit^, 
for in less than an hour his carriage was on 
the road to Aberford^ as sir Edward himself 
Witnessed^ on his return from a ride. This 
inteRigence occasioned lady Langdak to 
ftiicitate herself exceedingly on the es- 
cape of Miss Honduras^ though she ascribed 
all the merit of the aflTarr to the other par*; 
ties concerned hi it^ only wishing that Mrs^ 
Varonne might be as effectually preserved 
from the major s pursuit. 

" That I consider impossible/*^ said the 
barronet; ** for when a married woman is 
l^nt on destruction^ it is^ I believe^ impos- 
sible to save her; and ifshe can accept for 
a lover a plain ill-like fellow^ on the wrong 
side of forty, who shall call him the sedu- 
cer ? no, no ! with all my deference for 
your sex, and no man has a better right to 
think well of it, I must mainkiin, that the 
lady is in such afTairs, nine times out of ten, 
the more Wamable party/^ 

''I cannot 
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*' I cannot tbrnk so/"^ said Griselda^ mxh 
a sigh. 

" You do not likt to thmk sO;, my deftp> 
because you are woman enough to be par- 
tial to your own sex, which I admire too* 
much in you to wish even .ray own argu* 
xnents to change your opinion; but yo)) 
afford, in your own perso^^ a decisive 
proof that a most lovdy and attractive wo- 
man may pass even thi*ough this wicked 
world, without being obliged ta.repehad- 
miration which distresses, or professions 
whichinsult her; the only man who, igno- 
rant of your character, presumed, on the 
faults of mUiCy to speak to you on a for- 
bidden subject, has been living in the house 
with you for a month, without daring to 
iell you, even by a glance, of his passiony 
which, ere now, has, I apprehend, spent it- 
self, as hopeless flames generally do> in a 
few faint sighs and hearty oaths/' 

'* You surprise me exceedingly; I have 
never seen any one that I could suspect/* 
•^ I l^cUcQC you, Griselda ; but my -suspi- 
cions 
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cions have not been as sleepy as yours, be 
assured. Lord Eldrington was your devo*-^ 
tee in masquerade, though he now so set- 
dora approaches you." 

*' I have never heard his voice but at 
the dinner-tabl^; but now I recollect^, it 
1^ like my mcognito's**' 

While thiaehrt-chat was going forward in 
oneof the Dragonparlours^ascene singular- 
Jy different was performing ki the next; for 
there was the half-<<listracted lady LlewelliR 
^wringing her hands in all the bitterness of 
grief, and her daughters both crying by 
her side, while the landlady, in all the elo- 
quence of siipple truth, was descanting on 
the impropriety of her conduct, and mar- 
king comments on facts whose turpitude 
no rank could extenuate ; and finally con«- 
eluding by insisting on her immediately 
quitting a house where every respectable 
person was scandalized by her conducts 

" Where would ye have me go? I can- 
not pay you, Mrs. Goodlad : my dare 
woman — my good creature^ if you will on- 



MTIENCB AUD FERSEYERANCE. IS5 

ly be quiet now, in a fortnight or so I 
shall settJe every thing. I entreat you— ^ 
I beseech you — now do leave me a little 
.time to recover myself, and I will never 
touch a card again while I live." 

*' Your ladyship has said so a thousand 
times/* 

Tears, entreaties, expostntatrons, front 
both mother and daughters, followed; they^ 
were not heard by an unfeeling heart; but 
the firmness caused by necessity prevailed,, 
and for once in her life she found flattery 
as ineffectuat as haughtiness. The disgrace 
of being expelled the house was inevitable. 
But where was the husband — the father> 
who should have saved her from the humi- 
liation of this scene, or enabled her to 
support it ? 

He was picking his teeth in the comer 
of the room, apparently as unconcerned 
as the chair he sat upon. 

Yet this couple marrfed for Tove, when 
the heart is supposed most sensible of all 
the tenderness ascribed to that passion. — 

Alas ! 
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Alas ! young ladies^ if you have no better 
groundwork for happiness thaatbat arising 
from mutual fondness, unsupported by 
esteem^ anc) pnallied to virtue^ depend 
upon it, *' to Ibis complexion yo« will 
come at last.*^ 

When Mrs. GoodTad had quitted thCf 
weeping gameslress, sheendeavoured« but 
in varn, to rouse the dormaat intellects of 
her cara sposa to contrive some system oT 
present relief; but as sii* Arthur had beeit 
nxore accustomed to reeeWe assistance and 
advice from his helpmate than to give it^^. 
be declined taking any share ja the troubles 
of the day, farther than to observe, ^' That 
of all the devilish scrapes she had got into> 
this appeared to him the very ugliest aifair 
they had met with." 

" But do you recollect that we're to be 
turned out of the house to-morrow moriv 
ing; and that we owe five hundred pounds^ 
bere, and that something must be done to- 
night^ or you'll . be arrested ? think of 
that, sir Arthur 1** 

Thottgb 
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Though sir Arthur was certainly as indo- 
lent a man as any in existence^ yet he had 
no inclination to indulge his propensity 
in a prison ; the moment^ therefore, he was. 
called upon, to ''think on that,'' he arose^ 
put on his hat, and said he would fetch 
lady Wingem, who would undoubtedly 
assist them in their distress, as she had of- 
ten beert helped by them out of similar dif- 
ficulties. 

It has been sard there is no friendship ' 
amongst the wicked; we will therefore 
conclude that these two ladies, notwith- 
standing their dreadful propensity to pfay> 
did not come precisely under this descrip-* 
tion^ since they certainly did, on many 
occasions, manifest a sincere sympathy for 
each other, in all matters which respected 
their mutual profession ; thereby giving 
the lie to another vnlgav proverb, which 
says — '' that two of a trade can never 
9gree." 

^ Lady Wingem, like her much younger 
friendj lady Llewelliuj had been married 

when 
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v?hen little better than a child to a worthy^ 
old bachelor, who was smitten by the 
charms of her person and . the sprightlrnesy 
of her manners. It rs presumed that the 
mansion-house and the estate of the good 
baronet were deemed equivalent to these 
accomplish nients rn the eyes of the lady,, 
since it is certain that, although he pos- 
sessed many virtues, he had few striking 
qualities. Perhaps to the disproportion of 
fntellect, still more than of years, may be 
attributed that fatal passion for play, whichj. 
soon after marriage, marked the conduct,, 
and sullied the name, of lady Wingem, who, 
notwithstanding she became the mother of 
a very large family of promising children, 
to the very utmost of her power injured 
their fortunes, and destroyed the peace of 
their venerable father. 

Happily for this young family, the age 
of sir Alfred Wingem was protracted be- 
yond the usual span, and he did not drop 
into his grave till he had reached his eighty^ 
fourth year. Hie had the misfortune ta fol- 
low 
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Idw fwa bloomrng daughters to the grave, 
victims, it has been said, to thedissipatioir 
into whiclr they were plunged by their 
mother, whose heart, hardened by habif, 
forgot her maternal duties in the selfish 
gratification of dragging them into public 
parties, under pretext of giving ffte7» plea- 
sure, to cover her own passion for the 
gaming-table. Such was the perversion of 
character in a woman whose talents might 
have added lustre to the highest rank, and 
given charms to the most polished society— 
a woman whose heart gave frequent^ndicar 
tions of every amiable propensity, and 
whose manners rendered her delightful to 
every circle, until her feelings were blunted 
by one vile and exclusive pursuit, and her 
whole soul absorbed in its unhappy dic- 
tates. She was now confined, most happily 
for herself, both by the will of her late 
husband and the injunctions of her mother, 
from venturing any large sums at playj 
*n4 though her rage for it still continued 
to keep be/ very poor, yet as she could 

only 
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ooly spend.a certain sum in a given lime^ 
lady Llewellin justly conctuded it either 
was^ or would be in her power to assist lier 
in the present emergency. 

But lady Wingem had not twenty guineas 
left. She had however what her friend had 
not — creSt. Her bond was accepted; 
peace was oiade in the house*. Lady LIew4r 
el] in was prevailed on to take a basin q€ 
turtle soup^ and share a bottle of cham-^ 
paign with her deliverer, which gave her 
i^pirits to descend to the supper-rpon^. The 
shy iooks of some ladies^ the open con- 
tempt of others, and the flight of all, was 
forgot ; for a party, for the last time, wai> 
jmade up^among the men> and put of the 
little stock left to open a new bank at 
Cheltenham^ twenty guineas paid, for the 
last exhibition of the proscribed, insulted;^ 
and despised lady Llewellin. 

The loss of such a sum^ at such a tim^j^ 
was more than she had patience or spirits 
tp ««pdure; and aft^r a dispute with thcr 
vUu^t, in which the moat OHpprobripu^ 

termsb 
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terms and degrading language was used by 
either party^ she was carried to her own 
room in violent hysterics. * 

After a sleepless night, her eyes swoln 
"With weeping, her frame shook with ner- 
vous tremors, herself and children exhibit- 
ing, ill their dirty and disordered dress, 
tall the wretchedness of shattered gentility 
>and mental desolation, lady Llewellin left 
Harrowgate, the once festive spot, where 
she had shone the. delight of many an'eye, 
ihe beloved of many a heart ; where her 
youths her beauty, the naivetS of her man- 
ners, and the apparent tenderness of her 
fieart, had been alternately displayed and 
blighted ; where she had fallen from error 
to error, till the blossom of folly had pro- 
<luced the fruit of destruction. 
* It was not in the nature of Griselda to 
.icon template sorrow, however produced, 
without feeling pity for the sufferer; and 
^hile other ladies were rejoicing in the ex- 
pulsion of lady Llewelliii from a society 
«be had disgraced, and priding themselves 

in 
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in the part each had borne in it, she remem- 
bered only the better parts of her character, 
and recalled to their minds every circum*- 
stance that could tend to lessen her guilty or 
ameliorate the decisions of justice; neVer 
allowing conjecture to cast one shade over 
her character,^ or dubious crime be added 
to actual failing — so. meekly could she 
judge of others, who, with scrupulous ex- 
actness, weighed every movement of her 
own heart and conduct, and lamented that 
much was wanting. In controlling, by a 
mild and yet striking contrast, this spirit of 
censoriousness, her benevolence was am- 
ply repaid, by finding that the severe re- 
strained their sarcasms in her presence, and 
the thoughtless forgot to retail them; so 
that in a short time^ even the notorious 
lady Llewellin was forgotten ; and Mr, 
Glover's matches, losses^ and projected 
wedding, engrossed the general attention. 
The family of the Whites, accompanied 
by Mr, Haftop, now left Harrowgate ; but 
tLe received lover of Miss Egerton waited 

her 
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Tier removal to the Grange, which was ex- 
pected shortly to take place ; the barofiet 
being desirous of seeing his harvest housed, 
and only waiting the receipt of letters from 
Allen, The day before their arrival^ one 
of a more important nature took place in 
-that of captain Seymour, who accompanied 
an uncie of his, an invalid, and was seek- 
ing for private lodgings at the time sir 
Edward happened to call at Bachelor's, and 
ihus met with his nephew^ 

Though these gentlemen had little ac- 
quaintance with each other, yet their in- 
terest in their mutual friend, major Barnet, 
engaged them in earnest conversation ; 
^nd as it appeared that the captain bad re- 
ceived letters of a later date than lady Lang-» 
dale's, he readily accepted an invi-tation tp 
jcall immediately on her ladyship, to make 
report of her friend Maria's welfare^ 

Lady Langdale received captain Seymour 
«with sincere pleasure, and had the satisfac- 
ttion of learning that Mrs. Barnet had lately 
become the mother of a girl ; but this agree- 
able 
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able news was somewhat damped by being^ 
informed tliat the.major*s mother had been 
,for some time much indisposed^ and that^ at 
her time of life, recovery was hardly to 
be expected. She had, however, the conso- 
lation of reflecting, that at the Grange she 
could pay every attention to the son of 
her friend which would be really beneflcial 
to him, in case of the death of his worthy 
* grandmother ; and on this subject she was 
rendered still more easy, from the baronet 
kindly declaring, that whenever the old lady 
<lied, he would with great pleasure fefch 
the major's boy to his house himself." 

The eyes of Griselda glistened with plea- 
sure and gratitude, at this proof of tender 
<and delicate attention to her wishes ; and 
their expression was heightened by the • 
warm approbation with which captain Sey- 
mour expressed his sense of sir Edward's 
kindness ^nd consideration* 



CHAP. 



PATISMCB AND PERSBVSRANCB; }93 



CHAP. VI. 

The following morning, as they were 
teking breakfast in their own parlour^ they 
were somewhat startled by captain Seymour 
rushing in, with a pale countenance and 
disordered air, exclaiming, in great agita- 
tion— 

*' I have seen— I have seen — or, at least, 
I think I have seen — " 

" Had it been night instead of morning, 
I should conclude you had seen a ghost," 
said the baronet, laughing. 

" I Juwe seen a ghost — a shadow — a 
something, that should be the semblance 
of an angel — lost, lost, I fear, for ever !" 

" Not so," said lady Langdale, '^ if, as 
I guess, you have happened to meet Miss 

VOL. III. K Temple- 
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Templeman in the garden^ She is under 
my care now ; and as I consider myself an 
admirable |iurse> and have found for her 
in doctor Murray an invaluable physician, 
I have little doubt of her speedy recovery." 

'^ Recovery !— Oh lady Langdale! how 
could you converse with me an hour yes- 
terday, and not mention a word of this ? 
»nd why do you not tell me Ibis moment^ 
if that word recovery applies to her Hbtealtk 
only ? Is she— is she indeed recoverable?'^ 

*' Undoubtedly. You see I reverse the 
order of your questioii> but it is. Dot 
difficult to justify myself as to the former 
part of it.— Pray, how was I to know that 
you had any interest in Miss Templemaii? 
You never told me so/' 

*' Pardon me, madam, I was wrongs verjr 
wrong ; but the surprise really took away 
my senses. After a fruitless search of near 
eighteen months, to behold her, but for a 
single moment, in the gardeii of this house^ 
alone, and looking ill, yet dressed gen- 
teelly^ was aliogeihex so incomprehensi- 
ble^ 
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ble, that I knew not how to unriddle the 
mystery.** 

'' This mighty mystery, whfch, like all 
other mysteries, only ^eeds a simple key 
to unlock it, is solved thus — like you, I 
found otir little, long-lost friend, in this 
place, living, or I ought rather to say, djy- 
ing, with a — ** ^ *• 

i* Who ?— Who did she live with ?*• 

'' A lady Culling ; you have no patience 
at all." 

'^ I ask ten thousand pardons.«---Wen, 
the poor girl, you say, was liviag with a 

** No ; I say she was dying with a lady, 
in the capacity of governess to her children, 
with which said lady she had been leading 
the life of a martyr, ever since the time 
when, afermed by your suggestions, and 
those of sir Edward, seconded by \f aria's 
'and mine, she had so precipitately left the 
countess of Castlehowel ; and I have rea- 
son to believe, that if I had not been pro- 

H 2 videntially 
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videntially sent to rescue her^ she would 
have died the death of a martyr foo." 

" May Heaven bless you for it !" said the 
captain^ in great agitation, brushing away 
the tears that graced his glowing cheek. 

" I am now/' continued Griselda, *' go^ 
ing to take her to the Grange, where, I 
have no doubt, I shall soon have the satis- 
faction of seeing her perfectly restored/* 

The captain looked very grave. 

Griselda was hurt with the expression of 
'liis countenance; but she continued her 
conversation, anxious to avert sir Edward's 
eye from partaking her vexation — 

'^ As sir Edward there, though unknown 
cither to you or I, was the seer who first 
warned her of approaching danger^ she na« 
turally " 

'' I ask your pardon, my lady ; I am the 
very soul of interruption ; but could I 
understand you right — was it you, sir 
Edward, that—" 

'' It toas me, sir," said the baronet, 

coldly, 
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coldly, "who, with paternal anxiety, though 
not perhaps with a zeal as warm as yours, 
shewed the poor girl the precipice on which 
sh^ stood. I wish she may meet with more 
men in the world equally disinterested with 
myself, whatever may be the opinion of 
those who style tbemselve the virtuous 
part of it/' 

" I have wronged you, sir Edward ; and 
I beg your pardon," said the captain, much 
aflfected. 

The baronet presented his hand with a 
frankness that shewed how thoroughly he 
forgave the injury; while the blush that 
tinged his cheek proved how much it was 
in the power of conscience to check the 
exultation of his proudest moments. 

Lady Langdale >vithdrew, and went down 
to the grove to see her young friend, fear- 
ful that this unexpected rencounter might 
Have produced a tremor on her nerves, 
not favqurable fo the present state of her 
health ; but she found her unconscious of 

k3 the 
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the alarm she had excited^ as she had not 
perceived the captain^ nor knew of his ar- 
rival—a circumstance Griselda was much 
pleased with, as it enabled her^ in some 
measure^ to prepare her for a meeting, 
should captain Seymour^ when in a more 
reasonable frame of mind^ think property, 
desire one. 

Numbers of the visitors were' ftow drop* 
ping ofF every day ; and the dashing Mr. 
Glover and his bride-elect now determined 
to depart for the metropolts, where it was 
intended to celebrate their nuptials, 
Griselda could not bid adieu to this fail^ 
victim of ambition without giving a sig^ 
to her fate ; but the recollection of the 
worthy man she had forsaken, prevented 
her pity being more than momentary ; if 
it had been so, however, the channel wcMild 
have been diverted by captain Seymour, 
who now besoiight her to allow him an in- 
terview wilh Miss Templeman, declaring 
towards her an open and honourable love, 

at 
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1^ file same time lamentmg^ that in all 
probafaiiity that declaration would cost 
hkn all his expectations from his uncle. 

** YwiT unde rs much an invalid/' sard 
iady^Langdale/^^ and perhaps it would be 
prudent to wait a littk while/' 

" Noj lady Langdale ! never shall sb^. 
be again exposed to an evil from which it 
is to my power to save her. I am indepen*- 
dent of my uncle^ you know ; and though 
I should certainly not like to see his estate 
given to a stranger, yet I would rather 
run every risk of that kind than see this 
lovely girl exposed to the dangers arising 
Jrom a reside^^«Kith her first protectresau 
or the snfiTeringi she haa o^perienced from 
ber second/' \ 

*^ But OS I flatter myself you no longer 
apprehend sirailar grievances with her thirds 
it may be, as I said before, as well to wait 
awhile ; her health is very indifferent ; her 
spirits still deeply affected with the loss she 
bas sustainedj, by the death of a father^ 

K 4 most 
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most tenderly beloved, and the absence of 
an afflicted mother, exposed to many dan- 
gers ; and these troubles will, I fear, be 
felt still more acutely, when the pressure 
of personal suffering is removed, and the 
leisure for remembered misfortunes is al- 
lowed her." 

** " All this I apprehend, my lady; and 
therefore I wish, as far as possible, to pro-. 

vide— ^' 

» 

*' For your ozt^ happiness, hey, captain ?** 
» " For hers, my. lady ; surely, under my 
protection-^ " 

'* She must be most happy of course.-— 
Ah ! you men are aU^3t||#abIe casuists. 
Well, well,' take your 01^4 way ; I can 
have no objection to permit you to plead 
your own cause; but Emfly Templeman is 
hot the girl I take her to be, if she consents 
to be yours before the return of her mother 
—a resolution that will be equally desir* 
able for you both, as I think you ought to 
know more of her connexions than you 

do; 
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do ; such a degree of concession as that, I 
think your friends have a right to expect 
from you." 

A sigh of acknowledgment was the only 
way in which the captain expressed his 
sense oF the propriety of this statement ; 
but this sigh was succeeded by a smile, on 
receiving an invitation to take tea with lady 
Langdale that afternoon, as her young 
friend was comi.ng up to arrange matters 
for their departure. 

Lady Langdale was not mistaken when 
she concluded that the delicacy, as^well as 
grief, which affected the mind of Jherpro- 
tegee, would induce her to decline, in some 
measure, the addresses of captain Seyn^our, 
until the arrival of her mother; but she 
was too sensibly affected with the generous 
conduct of this amiable man, not to dis- 
play, in the most evident manner, the im- 
pression he had made upon her heart; and 
thus happily removed every doubt which 
might have arisen in his mind, respecting 
the motives which induced a friendless 

K 5 and 
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and portionless girl to accept him. If? 
^act, the simplicity and ingenuousness of 
this amiable girl were united with a noble 
independence of character^ and decision o£ 
conduct^ which proved that she had beenr 
educated in the strictest principles^ and 
could endure every evil but a dereliction^ 
from rectitude ; and that in her the most 
painful servitude would have been felt in- 
finitely less degrading) than, a splendid 
union with a man she couJd not have 
esteemed. 

As sir Edward and lady Langdale had left 
their vis»,tants after tea^ they agreed to go to 
Wilson's^ to purchase a little new musfc. As 
they were crossing the rpad^ they perceived 
their hostess^ running with great violence, 
and marks of evident distress in her coun-^ 
ten^nce. 

'* What is the matter?** said' sir Edward; 

'' Oh sir^ sucl:^ an accident ! the Leeds 
coach is overturned, and a poor woman is 
almost killed. Mr. Richardson says her 
leg is broken, and her poor shoulder has got 

a fright* 
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z frightful wound ; I am running home to ^ 
send her old linen/' 

To hear a tale of sorrow was to partici^i 
pate it, in the heart of Gri$elda; she there-* 
fore did not stop the landlady in her qha-* 
ritable'errand, l^ut proposed^ as they were 
passing the house where the coach stoppedj, 
they should call, and make every necessary 
.inquiry, and give every necessary order 
respecting the unfortunate stranger ; tq 
wiiich sir Edwaird^ whose humanity was 
scarcely inferior to her own, willingly 
consented. 

On arriving at Blakey's, sii; Edward step- 
ped into the little parlour where the coach 
passengers were assembled, and inquired 
if there was any person wha belonged to 
the woman above stairs,, whom he undelr- 
stood to be materially injured ^ 

His inquiries produced only a circum* 
stantial detail of the accident, none of the 
party knowing more of the outside passen- 
ger than that she was under the surgeon's 
hands, who seemed to be v^ry humane, and 

K 6 \;^^4.^ 
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tvoiild, they hoped, do the best he could 
for her; each one for his own part was toxy 
anxious to get forward, so sorry for the 
trifling injury he had sustained, or so glad 
that he had escaped a worse, that not one 
was found who could gfve any account of 
her, who appeared to be the only real suf- 
ferer. 

Sir Edward turned in disgust to the do6r; 
where hrs lady still stood ; the coachman 
was coming out of the adjoining one; su* 
Edward repeated the question. 

'' Why, as to belonging to any body, sur, 
it seems to nre as if th' poor cratur belonged 
to nobody ; I see'd her i' Rippon a few 
days back ; and as she were coming out o' 
town this arfternoon, and seem'd notable 
to walk, I just ge'd her a cast like, an a 
bad job it has been for her, poor soul, an 
almost like /shall get into trouble by't, 
more pity say I."* 

" But have you no idea where she comes 
from ? did she say any thing about herself?^ 

*' Why, yes, for matter o' that, she said 

a good 
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a good deal, ant I no sum on't to be true. 
It seems jshe went to Port Patrick some 
tveeks back, to go to Ireland wi' her hus^ 
band, ' an he turned out a sad tassel, ari 
stript her of every thing, and then 'barked 
o' shipboard athoot her, an sa there she 
was left vrr her little child, and neither 
niunney nor nout else ; and sa yo see her 
friends lives ith west country ; andsasume- 
times workin a bi^ and sumetimes beggin, 
she got on i' time to Rippon ; but her child 
had been sick all along, poor bairn, moast 
Kke it were clammed, your honour ; so 
abobt a week sin it died, an our mistress 
and some more folk took pity on her, and 
helped her a bit; so when I see'd her walk- 
ing, thinks I, it'll be nout amiss just to gi 
her a lift, scieing she's quite a civil-spoken 
body,' an a stranger in these parts/' 

The coachman's tale was interrupted by 
Mr. Richardson's appearance, who corrobo*- 

« 

rated the account already received, respect- 
ing the injury the patient had sustained; 
but said he flattered himself, if she escaped 
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any extraordinary accession ,of fever, her 
life might be saved. Assured, from hi» 
well-known skill and humanity^ that she waa^ 
in the best of hands, and concluding that 
the approach of another stranger so sooa 
after undergoing a painful operation might 
disturb her, lady Langdale w^ going ta 
give money, and a kind message to the 
maid of the house ; but as the girl requested 
ber to stop a moment, and hear what the 
poor creature said, as, may be, she might 
want somebody writing to a» belonged ta 
her, the compassionate pair followed the 
girl to the chamber door, and heard her 
deliver their message to the invalid, in 
which she interlaced many comments on 
their goodness; concluding with — ''but, 
indeed, I do think there is not such another^ 
woman in England as ray ludy Langdale." 

A loud shriek of mingled pain and bor-- 
ror issued from the lips of the sick woman r 
it pierced the ears, the hearts> of the lis<- 
teners; sir Edward grasped the hand of 
Griselda with a convulsive motion, and she 

threw 
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threw, herself involuntarily into his arms, 
for neither could doubt that the voice they 
had heard was that of the wicked^ the 
punished Middleton. ^ 

Before they could recover themselves^ 
the girl rushed out of the room^ declaring 
that poor Mrs. O'Hara, as she called her- 
self^ looked so wild, she^was afeard to stay 
^ith her ; and that when she screamed for 
joy likeat her ladysliip's goodness, it was alU* 
same as if she'd bin scared out of her wits. 

The presence of the maid obliged both 
partite to exert themselves ; Griselda was 
the most easily composed : conscious that 
her presence, or even her voice, might 
produce the most painful effects on the pa- 
tient, she walked softly down stairs, and 
inquired for a proper nurse. One welt^ 
recommended was soon braught to her, and 
received her orders, which were alike dic- 
tated by prudence, skill, and compassion : 
this painful, but necessary task fulfilled, 
she returned to the baronet, who, pale and 
deeply afrected> waited for her, with a 
6 kind 



SOfS PATIENCE AND PtRSBVERANCFr 

kind of humiliating sorrow in his coun^ 
tenance that wounded her severely ; for 
what kind of pang could pierce his heart 
unfelt by hers? She took his arm in si- 
lence, but in doing it, pressed his hand 
with a tenderness that evinced her sympa- 
thy, and the desrre she felt to console or 
sooth hitn ; but the shock his spirits had 
received would not easily yield; a train of 
thought was produced, in which discordant 
feelings, yet all equally vexatious and dis^ 
tressing,- were aroused ; and their harpy 
talons required all the patience, as well as 
kindness^ of his. guardian angel, to unloose 
their hold. 

Unwilling to discover how far the mis*- 
fortune of the. stranger could affect hiiir, 
Bir Edward forced himself, however unfit> 
to enter the public room; luckily for him, 
there was a ball that night, and the ge*- 
neral bustle prevented the striking change 
in his face from being observed ; but his 
sufferings were intolerable ; every person 
spoke of the accident ; several inquired of 

sir 
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sir Edward^ if he had seen the poor woman ? 
To his ** no," pettishly delivered^ a thou- 
nnd comments succeeded — had he known 
the woman before?-— did his lady know 
her ?— was she young ? — was she pretty ? 
Sir Edward reddened with anger. 
' *' Ah," said a gentleman, " 'tis a plain 
case that you Mo good by stealth, and 
blush to find it fame:' come, come, young 
man, do not be ashamed of the matter; we 
know all about the woman with the broken 
leg, be assured.'* 

Sir Edward's eyes flashed fire, and he 
was on the point of replying in a manner 
dictated by his passion, which misconstrued 
a well-meant compliment into an indi^ 
rect accusation, when Griselda, by seiz- 
ing his arm, ai^ entreating him to dance 
with a young lady who held her other 
bandj gave him time to reflect on the folly 
he was about to be guilty of; for the 
placid countenance of the late speaker 
showed how little he intended an affront ; 
and sir Edward was obliged internally to 

confess. 



9 10 KATIINCB AKp PSSS£YtlUKC0» 

confess^ '' 'tw conscience that iMtea cow» 
ards of us all ;** and that in such cases^ the 
spirit of the bully rise> from titat of the 
coward. Sir Edwiird was clecidedly tte 
ttiost elegaiit 4ancer in the room; he wn 
fond o r he exercise ; and fiodkig its use at 
this til*- in dissipating the ck>ud which 
hung on his mind, he continued to da»ce 
the whole evening, with an apparent go(kt 
which rendered him the life of the room^ 
who «idii»:red and applauded him on every 
side^ little dreaming of the worm withiii) 
that at every moment renewed its attacks^ 
and made him either lament his guilt, or 
curse his folly : perhaps such is the pride 
of man^ that the sensation of having been 
the dupe of vtn artful woman, was n^ore 
mortifying to him than the consciousness 
of having shared the crime of a uoickcd one; 
the variety of sufferings he hact expe- 
rienced, in consequence of his connexion 
with Middleton, had in some measure, as 
he apprehended, expiated the guilt of it ; 
but the recollection of her imposing on 

hini. 
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him stung him to madness ; and though be 
wasrtoo noble, and toohumanei to be cap« 
able for a moment of revenge, yet even 
faer present situation presented her to his 
eontemplation as an object of horror ra« 
ther than pity. A wounded serpent ap* 
]^ared to cross his path, from which be 
recoiled with aversion from its past poVers, 
rather than compassion for its present suf-* 
jferings. Far different were the fbelingsiof 
hjs benignant wife; after the first shock 
was subsided, she forgot all, save the caIa-» 
mity of the wretched woman, now cast upon 
her mercy ; and subduing every thought 
of the past, which busy memory obtruded 
on her better ideas, she sought only how 
most effectually , to relicfve the present suf- 
ferings of this unhappy being, and how to 
render them subservient to her future 
good ; her hearr ached for the pains she 
saw her husband was experiencing ; and 
though she sincerely wished, and inwardly 
prayed, that he could experience only the 

same 



I 
/ 
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Saine chastened sorrow and perfect for* 
giveness which actuated her own sprrit iit 
this trying juncture^ yet she- by no means 
condemned his more defective virtue. 
Thankful to Heaven and to him for the 
degree of good he had attained^ she made 
allowances for the natural impetuosity and 
irritability of his sex> the peculiar vexa- 
tions be had. experienced^ and the train of 
misfortunes which had been the conse-* 
quence of his error, and which had, in 
some respects, devolved upon bis own 
head exclusively, since they had made him 
dependent on her fortune for support — a 
circumstance that must, at times, be galling 
to him, notwithstanding all her efforts to 
extract its bitterness. 

Thus reasoning with herself, it will rea- 
dily be conceived that she left no means 
untried to sooth and reassure the mind of 
her husband, on whose wan cheek her 
warm tears fell, not only as the purifying 
Streams which washed away the. stain it la- 
mented^ 
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mented, but as a cordial that invigorated, 
the root of virtue, by the balm of unutter* 
able affection. 

Happy^is the man whose throbbing tem- 
ple finds repose on the bosom of a wife 
like this! — still more happy he, whose 
aehing heart and troubled memory sinks 
to rest under the faint murmurs of her 
faithful prayers for his eternal blessedness! 
He who has exptrienced ihis hallowed re- 
pose would not exchange it for the deli- 
rium of any passion prompted by avarice, 
ambition, or desire ;_for though it is the 
perpetual ,error of sensibility to sail in 
quest of pleasure, yet its only haven 
must be simply peace.'' 

As sir Edward's letters from Allen had 
arrived^ as captain Seymour had declared 
himself, and settled a kind of circumscribed 
correspondence with Miss Templeman, and 
all their party had left Harrowgate, there 
appeared no impediment to their setting 
out for the Grange the following day, to 

which 
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which they were much urged by MisaEger- 
ton, who now sighed for the rural shades 
once more, to which the honourable cap^ 
tain Maclan had already consigned him- 
self, for the purpose of making the neces- 
sary arrangements previaus to his mar- 
riage : but Griselda could not think of 
leaving the place till Mrs. O'Hara was pro- 
nounced out of danger, and capable of ar-. 
ranging some plan respecting her removal 
to Worcestershire : it was found that the 
fever which threatened her, from her sur- 
prisei had been removed by opiates; and 
that although it would necessarily be a con- 
siderable time before she could be remov- 
ed, there was reason to expect a safe ter- 
mination of her misibrtune ; but Griselda 
could not find, from any conversation she 
had held with her attendants, that the 
impression made upon her mjnd by past 
sufTerings had tended to show her in 
what light her own conduct placed her in 
Ae sight of her all-seeing Judge, her con- 
versation 



k 
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ireitetion beiRg rather aluise of her hus- 
band's misconduct^ than lamenlation for 
her own. 

In three days after, she was declared out 
of all danger; and they, therefore, after 
inaking erery arrangement necessary for 
her protracted stay, and subsequent ex-: 
pences, determixted to depart, to the great 
chagrin of captain Seymour, who, in these 
eventful days,, had rapidly stdvanced to 
that state which makes '' every heart-string 
bleed at thoughts of parting." 

Just as they were setting out, a genile- 
j»an, whose equipage was at the door for 
the same purpose, stepped up to sir £d- 
i¥ard, and told him that thb horse which he 
had been accustomed to admire so much^ 
'Was at his service for a hundred guineas.; 
adding-^*' Yoxi know I refused Glover's 
hundred and fifty for him ; but the fact is, 
that I ftnd, by my letters af to-day, that I 
shall be obligeJ to g6 abroad soon, and it 
tcill be therefore advisable to part with 

my 
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my horses^ for which I am more wishful to 
get good masters than great prices ; espe«> 
cially for this^ which has been a great pet 
with me." 

Sir Edward politely thanked the gentle- 
man for the compliment conveyed by the 
ofTer^ and praised the horse much^ but de- 
clined becoming the purchaser. 

Griselda thought it somewhat strange 
'thftt the baronet refused this ofTer^ and 
thought he carried his self-denial too far: 
she felt a momentary fear^ lest his profu- 
sion should be exchanged for improper 
care — a transition by no means uncommon 
in the world ; especially as a few days be- 
fore he had told her^ with an air of great 
exultation^ that he was lately become so 
excellent a manager^ that he founds when 
all his expences were paid at Harrowgate, 
he should have^ at leasts a hundred and 
twenty guineas to spare. A moment's res- 
flection convinced her she'was mistaken in 
this conclusion^ and she therefore ventured 

to 
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t0 advise him to retract his words, saying, ' 
she had never seen a horse she admired so 
much. 

. Sir Edward persisted in his conclusion. 
*' Then, my dear, pray purchase the 
horse for me ; my Betsy grows old, and I 
intend to ride a great deal next summer.** 

Sir Edward shook his head incredulously. 

*' But, my dear, the horse is such a bar- 
gain 1" 

'^ True, but my money is spent on ano- 
ther hobby-horse ; so pray urge me no 
farther/' 

A word to the wise is sufficient ; though 
sir Edward answered his lady in the most 
perfect good humour, yet there was an air 

which said, " Question me no further/*^ 

« 

in his pronunciation of the last sentence; 
aBd although Griselda certainly, in com- 
moa with the rest of her sex, possessed a 
considerable portion of curiosity, and was, 
moreover, exceedingly interested in know-, 
ing that sir Edward had persisted in his re- 
solution of totally renouncing all games of 
VOL. III. I* hazard. 
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h^zard^ yet she not onlf abstained fronat- 
even indirect inquiry^ but wore a coun- 
tenance of such open confidence, that lier- 
hiisband felt that he had regained that in- 
estimable jeweJ^ her esteeni ; and the sense 
of its value, as well as the consciousness of 
meriting it, filled his heart with joy. He* 
shook hand^s tvith captain Seymour, with an 
alacrity of countenance equally remote 
from cold politeness and affected gaiety,. * 
sayingT— " Cpme and see me, Sjeymour, at 
home ; that is the place to see married 
men/* 

The glow on Seymour's cheek precluded 
him from adding, the assurance he was go* 
ing to give him respecting Miss Temple* ' 
man, as he saw that any allusion to past 
suspicions would give him pain. 

As the captain handed the ladies into 
their carriages, he complained of the cold • 
wind from the Common ; and it is to be 
supposed he found it affect his eyes, for 
they ^ere very watery. The baronet kindly 
put his head out of the opposite window^ 

and 



andt nodded adieus to' those aroand hhti; ' 
but as the cai'mgie drove past the house* 
where Mrs. O'Hara still lay suffering^' he' 
hastily drew in hishead^ and a deadly pale- 
ness suflflised His glowing cheek, till Grisefda' 
roiised him^by caUfUg hrm to observe a 
group of lovely children standing near the- 
<Jrartby, who, as = the carriage passed^ all 
>tOdd kissing their hMsdSjSitid biddih^g^ mo* 
desn good-bye. 

Miss Tkta^levniin returned the salutei^/^ 
raying— '"Those fine children are all Mr. 
•Greaves's; I believe there are ten of them; . 
they knew I was' to set off^ and the afTec*^ 
4ionbteIftlle things^ it seems, were ail 
watohiog for me.'* 

•* What a rich man mine bdst of the 
<5ranby must think- himself!" said the ba- 
rMi^'i birt the ' transient smile was too 
nearly allied* to the memory of Middleton^ 
aiid'that of bis own lost little one, not to 
be chased by a sigh' ; and for some miles 
lie continued -silent and pensive. 

As they drew nearef home, sir Edward's 

I* 2 countenance 
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countenance brightened ; the fiiie coUntiy 
they were passing through ; the interest he 
took in agricultural concernis ; and above 
all/ the pleasure of approaching that home 
\yhere he had spent so many happy hours, 
and found that peace the worlds in its gay- 
est circles and brightest hours, had never* 
alforded him, was. sweet to his heart ; he 
pressed the band oFher who had niade it 
the asylum of bliss, and silently ejiaculated 
a prayer for blessings on her head. 

-Even poor Emily, whose heart had re- 
ceived a pang at parting beyond whatever 
fortune had inflicted, began to take an tn- 
terestin the scenery arpund; taught by her 
father, from earliest infancy, to view the 
face of nature with a painter's eye, she 
could not see without delight the Wharfe 
winding ii is mazy stream through vale and 
d^ll, ^nd fot-ming pictures to charm ft 
Pousin, or a Claude. Her inquiries and 
observations drew the baronet into con- 
versation, which became Tess lively but 
more interesting as Ihey approached the 

house* 



r. 
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hoose% Their. harvest was now getting 
forward, and the laboufers were seen re- 
tiring Trooi their work, who, as they saw 
his honour and my lady, sent forth, from 
time to time> j$hQuts of self-gratulation. 
The servants of the house, who, in their 
, absence^ : h^d either, partook the labours of 
the field, or watched their progress, not 
expecting them for some hours; were 
sauntering about ihe grounds; but on the 
-first glitppse pf Miss Egerton's curricle, 
,ran on every side to welcome th^ return 
- ;of those who followed* On feeing 3 stran- 
ger, they drew b^ck respect fully, and each, 
by signs and nods to the other, called for 
.that distance they observed not themselves^: 
Gilbert;, a privileged person, feceiyed her 
rlady with joy that showed itself in tb^ si- 
lent tear, which she shook off as rfijswel- 
corned sir Edward, whQ stopped, ere! hse 
entered the house, to riet urn jhe congratu- 
lations of his sefyaQts, and. tp: ppijit out to 
Miss Templeman the prospect before theno^, 
now glowing with the radiance of a de- 

L 3 scending 



^cending'6un> that shone on the splen^fcmr 

of an autumnar landscape^ inch in every 

A^ariety of grand or sy Wan scenery. Whilst 

isir £dward pointed out to his lovely guest 

.their peculiar features, lady 'Latigdale had 

stepped forward to the break fast-parIotn%. 

vfbich was her favoiirtfe -sitting-room^ 

where the 'ftrst thing ^rc|i met her ^ye 

^wepe Iwo beaiftiful hndsCapes, 'the ofto 

Jtiiken from Backfall^ the other from B€>hon> 

«of places r-emark^d by her for ^their 'sio* 

:gjahr ^beauty and pktoresqne effect^-^ 

Here fik^n vfzs ftie 4iobby*hofse« on whk>h 

,fiir Edward ;bad so cautiously touched ; a»d 

iby this agreeable surprise her curiosity 

was sweetly satisfied, and her forbearatice 

abundantly repaid. Though pictures were 

indeed her passion^ if so strong a teriA 

could be applied to a myid so attempered 

as hers, yet the aflTection displayed by the 

gift charmed her infinitely more than the 

possession^ and she instantly ran back ta 

^air Edward, and with pleasure glowing pn 

her faee^ and the IsHiguage of grateliil lore^ 



on her tongue^ thanked him for his elegant 
present, at the same time playfully rallying 
him on the secresy with which he had con- 
ducted the affair.; and learnt that one 
picture had been purchased at Bolton, a 
circumstance that increased its value to 
her, as she knew, in ^he course of that day, 
sir Edward had been more offended with 
what he conceived her ilHimed timidity, 
than with any other circuinstance that bad 
'occurred during their absence. 

*' Come along, Emily,'' said she, '^ I can- 
not allow you to admire even this bfesiuti- 
fttJ evening, and this dear view before W^-^ 
comei and lo6k,at my pictnteS:^ and allow 
me to prattle of my husband ; 1 will shei\r 
you life's loveliest prospect-T^a ha^py 
heart illnitiined foy the isunbeam of fffiec^ 
tion/* 
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* • 

,SiR Edward^ on returning to his ^' pleasant 
.home/' entered, with all the avidity natu- 
ral to his character^ into bis agricultural 
pursuits, and istill more into the improve-^ 
-loent of his colliery^ which promised an 
.abundant repayment for hijs cares^ and the 
jnoney expended upon it : the day wasto0 
-^hort for the business which occupied it^ 
•Aivd he was often heard, half-jestingly, to 
•complain of the time he had wasted in 
Harrowgate ; how the rest of his life had 
been got over, he would add, was incon-* 
ceivable. In the midst of this bustle, he 
was called Opon to pay some attention ta 
the intended marriage of Miss Egerton ; 
but farther than inspecting her settlement,. 
. . : .: displajiBg 
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displaying his own accounts^ and givirfy 
away the lady at the altar, he positively 
declrned^ though much pressed, to ai:com^ 
pany the wedding-party to the country- 
seat of captain Maclan's father, in Bedford- 
shire: he well knew that his lady had no 
desire to leave home^ again so soon, espe- 
cially now she had got a female compsr- 
nion $0 niuch to her taste as M>s6 Temple- 
man ; and he was too much engaged, and 
• too happy in his engagements^ to wish for 
any change; to which it nlight perhaps be 
added, that he was not over fond of makPng 
one in a gay bridal-party, shorn of hfe 
rays : but this consideration was certainly 
a very trivial dne^ among those which in- 
fluenced him in this decision; ' ' •' ■' 
» • MiasEg^ton, like her-grea^^prbtotypi*, • 
'Miss Lydia Laiiguish, had felt much vexation 
-from the stupid happiness of her courtship^ 
arid the uninteresting regularity of a mar- 
^tiafge at the end of it, fn order ta put a 
•aash of diistress'into it, she had flirted a lit- 
ile'^ Harrbwgate; as wcf have seen; but 
'-•' * l6 lad 
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Udy LaDgdale^ft interference hafd m(Ktt prb^ 
vokingly: stt mJittersk to rigfcte again very 
iK>,Q)}; an4 ^ lecture, on bctf pawei« foreK- 
citing j^aloDsy^ brotigfit ceVf^a tnippleasant 
tecollections to hee minci> t^hkh sbe wshed 
to bfapish for pver; a3> bo^yeri it i(va$^ 
impp^i&le to Ijve in the ewe try ^tkott* 
4Qing somethings and th0r« wei?B now few 

^bjwtsiv tQ act upon, the. y^n»g lady 
thought proper ^o hav^ Of @t of jealousy o^ 
JMi^ T^mpl^man^ wheini^ it panst be cpit* 
f^s^^s improved every d^y simce h^r sn^ 
riy^jl 4t the Grang^j ai>d y^s therefore 
fyery d^^y ^lore provoking and disagree- 

,. A&wpn » the youn^ lady's isigh^ and 
suUenness^ her frequent abseacfs^ elegant 
ejacql^tio^ns,;. and vai:iQus qth^r lugns of 
distress/ xvhich are generally given vritb 
great effect >vhea they come from, tl^ 
head im^tead; of the heaiit^ h^ pointed out 
the species of trouble they were meant to 
indicate> hdy LajogdaJe si^t herselfi ^a ob- 
serve, withitbff Q[ij9fi(.studipH9,d|^ti|qji, if 

there 



Aert rially existed any cause fdr it ; ^iidl 
lieing fully convinced there did not, she 
took an opportunity of seeking fpf th& 
Confidence siie had hitherfo avoid^d^ and 
Uitiened with amazing^ patience to thd itte* 
lenehbly detail of '' poor Maria/' 

" And you really do think thi^ reciredBlf 
eaptaiil loves Miss Tempjeman ?"' 

^* I am certain of it^ my lady ^ dind I ainf 
Aelermtned to resent^ as I ought^ the pet^ 
6dj9 the tinparalleled basines^ and eriieh;^ 
pf h^ conduct^ this very night." . 

''Aye^ I Vlon't woiider at yottr being^ 
angry, to be iune, especially now th^ 
Ibtng is gone so far : but she isf a nioit 
captivating giif, alid will tdtSkb hidi a Hibsft* 
adiHTral^ wife/' 

•' Wife! wife! surely, ifty laldy,you do^'t 

'* Indeed I (2o think that if you qttarreF 
ijrilh captaia Maclan; an. Emily's accbiinV 
he will very naturally lo)ok at £tnily> and* 
eonsidfr whether she is worth quarreling 
f6r; the i^esult will^be^ that when yau' 
; I L 6 have 
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^ve dkcarded hm, he will console hfnf- 
self with her — the conclusion is perfectly 
natural/* 

i "But discarding him is not what I mean/* 
s^ " I believe not ;. but it. is a very possible 
consequence front a prorjected quarrel, you 
will grantj that the party who has com- 
mitted no error should be angry at his ac- 
oilier ; and she, to support an unfounded 
cbaiig€« : should .use strong terms; one 
Harsib word begets another, and that whicl^. 
begun in romance often ends in -reality ; 
for my '.own part, I wish it Well over; 
temg ov€Tp I shall not much regret, foc.it 
may provide. for Emily ; and you will geH 
pother ihusband, I dpujjtt. not, SQpiaf/' '. f 

*' Perhaps, after all,'* said. Miss £g;crtoo>. 
•* I may have been mistaken/' 

''I apprehend not; lovers are quicks 
Sjght^ : you doubtless h^ve pietpeiVed the 
captain's dawning passion for Emily, as weli 
as his neglect of yourself/' 'i , . . / : . . ^'•' 

'* Why, really I don't knbwl/my' feelp^ 
ings ajFe so exquisitely acute tbat^-^batt--'^. 

•'That 
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* - . • 

' ^' That you were anxious to exercise 
them, hey ? — Well, my dear, take the ad- 
vice of a friend, who cannot help enjoy- 
ing a laugh at your expence : let this be 
your last effort at a quarrel, your first to* 
1»vard& attaining that placidity of happinessr, 
ivhich i& henceforward to con^itute the 
main. part of your existence; be assured; 
th^t in the state you are entering, a suffix 
frient number of vexatious incidents will 
occur, to prevent your sinkmg into a state 
of torpid ease and listless happiness * mar- 
riage ii^1:)y no means the soporific dr^^ught 
many imagine ; for that which enlarges 
the sphere of active duty must awaken 
feeling also ; and doubt not but you will 
find opportunities for displaying all your 
' energies,* as Bridgetiiia says^^ ii^ abun- 
dance." 

; This con versa! ion happily restored peace> 
before war was declared; and the young 
lady wisely abandoned her intention of 
exhibition^ till she was more secure of her 
audience^ spending her ^' superfluous anit 

mation *' 
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malioii'* in cbooiiing dresses^ aird cdtitrfr* 
i^g entertainments. The slow-paced hours- 
were at length disposed of, and the bride 
was giren hj sir ^ward^ with all due de-* 
€oruin> to the enraptured bridegfoom^ ar^ 
rayed in Virgin lace over white satin, and 
attended by LaiHSa White, and a ^ster of 
the captaiil'fl^ in the same costume : neif 
luckily did ft once enter into the hdj*^ 
iiead that sir Sdward would have been a 
better bridegroom than father, thaagK thi» 
was precisely the time of year when she 
had predicted that his lady should ha^e 
fallen with the leaf, and his sighs^ at het 
yielding feet^ should have re-echoed the 
blasts uf November. 

After an elegant breakfast, to whicii 
inany q( the neighbouring gentry were 
invited, and in which lady Langdale bad 
c«»mbined the hospitality of past days with 
ffae better taste of the present, the bridal 
|>arty whirled mff in beautiful new car^ 
stages^ pln-cbased for the j oyousv ^ceasiony 
behind them many ^ happy a« 

themselves^ 



iiiemseived^ who did tiot sepawte till a late 

kdiir. 

The quietness that succeeded this bustte 
at the Grange wa^ not of that kind whipb 
avi«eff fronfi apathy ; no, it was the setfse of 
v^twe^ peace, which h feFt and estimated i 
k was, however, tjn fortunately of short dtf- , 
ration ; for a few days after, a letter arrived 
from lady Bamet*& litevv^ard, importing that 
his lady, being quite giten over by he# 
physiciaosi,. was extremely desirous ^ 
knowing that her little grandson was actti*^ 
aViy. uiulcar the care t>f lady Langdak be^ 
fore ahe died ; and thenrfore requested her> 
if poisil^, to send a confidential servanft 
for hioiy aa, ;a the present atate of her 
health, ahe'vtas imwrMing to spare one ot 
thaf description from her own servicer 

On hearing this lettisr, sir Edward imM 
mediately repeated his resolution of fetelh' 
tag theichildr himself: it was now fbe latter 
end.of auttiBiti^ hvtt the weather wasi fe^te^ 
lorib^ epen^ and, save the paih of pai^ii^ 
iK^ihihiii^ QriseUa couUt have no ob}^^ 

tion; 
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|jpn<; and she thanked htm toost ,€Ordm{I^ 
for so decisive a proof of his atterition f<* 
the child of her friend. As speed was the 
great object in this journey, sir Edward:; 
taking Tom wirh him, rode oyer to^ the 
nearest market-town^ '^nd thence took the 
xnail to Oxford^ from whence /he took 
post-horses to the Iady*s seat in Berkshire.. 
- During his journey, th^ weather changed 
much for the .worse/ and Novembier fogit 
Hi^d rains rendered it extremely unpleasant i 
Griselda watched the atmdspheri^ J'nces-^ 
Bantly, grieved with every clondthat prov- 
fdi how disagreeable, the joiirhey must be 
\Q her beloved Ioi?d, One eveniiig., «s she 
turned from ibe window,; she: perceived 
^iss Templeman's eyes fuH-OiP'tttars/ffxcd 
upon her, with an ex pressioTt which 
struck her as that of compassion : sorry that 
her absence of mind, and apparent anxiety; 
bad awakened so strong anr'emdtibffvih her 
ycfu^g friendi.she said^^nf* JPrayi,! my dear^ 
excuse n)e; I am« sad fooV bntii<^«ii6M^ 
eiu>ugh to deserve yjaur. pity ;.^fgQrlihdrei 

thank. 
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thank God, no real cause for trouble at 
this time." 

" I hope not, madam; but your appa- 
rent Solicitude recalls so strongly ///a/ 1 have 
so' often witnessed in my parents toward* 
each other, that I could not help being af- 
fected by it ; and when I consider the pre- 
sent forlorn state of my mother, who was 
iwatched in every step she took by the 
fondest and tenderest of husbands, I' dread 
to think of her present wanderings, unblest 
by his society* unsheltered by his fostering 
love/* ' 

: *' We will hope, my dear, that your 
brother supplies his place." 

'' Poor Charles will do his best ; but 
pardon me, if I venture to assert, that my 
father was" one of those rare characters 
whose loss can never be supplied/' 

*' I can readily believe that, my love> 
from the educatian he has given his daugh- 
ter. — Pray, did he reside constantly ia 
London ? I sometimes think it is rather 
singular that I uever kaew him.'* 

« Oh 



" Oh no, my lady ! ^e never lived fft 
London, except now and then for a week 
't)r two. 'Tis probable thaft if we hail, mj 
father would have been much happier ill 
'his professional exeriions than he was ; at 
lemt, I have been frequently toM sa. H^ 
•li-ved in Edinburgh, in Newcu&tle, Lancaster, 
Jiiverpool, Portsmouth, any where but in 
London. My mother would 'never go 
there; and even when we >ptissed through 
it, she never went owt of the inn whei*e 
wte stopped, for a moment ; she appeared 
to have a terror, a kind of aversion to it.** 

*' Yet she snffered t/du to go there, aind 
into a scene the most trying. Was she not 
imhappy at parting With yott to the 
countess of Castlefhowel ?" 

** Su^h was the tinvidity of hc^r nature, 
and the excess of her affection for her 
children, that she would have been un- 
happy at panrting with mfe even for a day ; 
Ifut i did not diiscern in her gWef any par- 
ticular fear of the dangers to which rfiy new 
situation exposed m^ Situated as she the^k 

\Ka3 



j#as with tny^poor father, who was ordere* 
^o the Madeiras^ she owned^ even' in the 
parting monient, that she considered it a 
blessing that lord Castlehowel had offered 
-tB^e his ]ady*s|>Kotectian; and it is my gre^ 
consolation that she has been informed of 
<only a small part of irly vexations in that 
«€ene of splendid misery and fascinating 
'gurit, nor of my difficulties with the un- 
'feelingand iiiiberal lady CnUifng; that I baA 
ipower to escape ihe one and endure the 
iother, must be imputed to thd 'unwearied 
f>ams taj^en by my invaluable father to 
strengthen my mind^ and enable it to pro*- 
vide against contingencies. iHe woUld o& 

■ 

ten say-i— ' My Emmy mnst be the image 
j^fhf^ mother^ in every thiwg -but fcer de^ 
pendauce/-<-Oh madatn ! be was such a 
man, a*nd such a father — and I sbal4 ^see him 
no more !** 

The p^oor girl wept in aPll tfae agony 6f 
fond fi>nil 'grtrtefn^l remembrance ; and as it 
^ais thw« fl^at every c<^versatton nal^arally 
endedj^ which related.toa sufe^eet so affect^ 
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ing/ Griselda avoided^ with the tUmosI 
care, every thing which tended:lo produce 
them ; abandoning, for thi^ jeasou, her 
favourite pursuit of drawing, and never 
-even speaking to her young visitant re- 
specting htr proficiency in tb^t delightful 
art, nor even inquiring after the contents 
of her portfolio, but often desiring her t(» 
.exert her talents at the piano-forte, to read 
to her, examine her plants, pr employ her 
needle; thus gently weaning her from the 
.contemplation of past misfortunes^ and 
preparing her for the reception of that 
iiappiness which she still hoped would be 
the lot of her future life. 
' Sir Edward found lady Barnet in a very 
^weak state ; but she was so much. pleased 
with the kindness evinced by his taking sa 
}ong a journey, at such an unpleasant sea- 
son, that it seemed to afford her a tempo- 
rary revival ; and she insisted upon his 
staying two days at ihe house to refresh 
himself. As Griselda had mad^ the sanae 
lequisitioiij he complied; t}ut as he wa$; 

happily 



Ifcappily in ^ state of health which defied 
fatigue, he would have found the time 
hang heavily on his hands^ if he had not 
tilidertaken to gain the affections of his 
young charge. He found him a fine boy 
of four years old, exceedingly spoiled by 
his indulgent grandmother^ but of a mind 
and temper well calculated to repay the 
labour of cultivation. The little fellow- 
was delighted to see the new gentleman 
take part in his sports, and run with him 
over his usual haunts; and before the end 
of the second dav, became so familiarized 
to him, that he willingly consented togo> 
home with him — a cirfcumstance that greatly 
relieved the mind of the invalid^ for she ^ 
had been long so completely wrapped up 
in this only darling, that the fear of giving 
him pain superseded every other ; and she 
had determined to deny herself the pleasure 
of seeing, him, though it was her only 
comfort diiring- the remainder of her lifcj 
that he might be spared the pain of heariiig 
or seeing any thing, at the time of her 

, decease, 



deceatei whichr nrig^ 'sadden fiis' Ihtfart 
heart, or interrapt<ihecaursirof Msatmise^i'' 
m^nts. Yet th^e good; woman could .noti 
part with htm vrithout sheddin^tears^whrdt' 
the little feltow: affectionatdy wiped ofP" 
her chedc8> witkthe corner of bisfrocki 
»ying— " Don't cry, granTnatna; wheti V 
cotne back to you, I will n^^verlear^ you: 
any 'more/' 

" That is very true,^ myjsWee^ Chsirles; 
our next meeting will, 1 trust, keep^o^t^ 
gether for ever and ever." 

*' I am sure it will,*' said Charles, un^' 
consciously^ but very feelingly. 

Sir Edward shortened a scene that affcftted^ 
him exceedingly ; and bidding a most re- 
spectful and tender adieu to the good old- 
lady, he took her precious deposit in his 
Turms, and hastened to the carriage. The 
little boy sighed as they drove ofT, and con-- 
tinued to look out of the window a long* 
timei wkh a disconsolate' air; at length- 
turning to the baronet, he said — '^ I hc^e' 
it is not a great Io»g way to your house^ 

because 
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because papa and mama are a long way» 
and granmama used to cry when she talked: 
about it^ atid perhaps she will cry again if* 
I:go a great long way toa«. I had rather 
have stayed with her^ and not gotve to see* 
your pretty poney, and your little dogs, 
and the rest ofihe things you told me of— 
I think we had better go back*" 

Sir Edward, with overflowing eyes^ 
€:aught the boy to his breast—the child** 
gazed at him a moment, and burst intoi 
tears. 

** What IS the matter, my dear boy ?" • 

*' You cry, and granmama cried, and— 
^nd I wanted to cry, and so — and so I can* 
Dot help it." 

Delighted with the sensibility of a child 
«o youngs and in general so rude and' 
noisy, the baronet did every thing possible - 
to sooth and reassure him ; and soon found 
the tear, at his blest age, was indeed 
^' forgot a^' soon as shed," and that his- 
prattle, though sometimes troublesome, 
beguiled the dreary way, and awoke, withv 

increased 
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increased force, every, desire he had ever 
felt of becomino; a father. He rejoiced 
exceedingly in his prospect of enjoying 
that blessing; and his eager, impetuous 
mind, pursuing ^ith avidity this new sti- 

- xnulus, wrought itself into a belief that on 
ibis alone depended all his future hap- 
piness. He began to entertain fears that 
had no foundation, and hopes that' could 
not be realized ; thus proving, that the 
most natural and amiable desires, when 
thdy are allowed to become a passion, dc- 
stroy.jhe happiness and injure the charac- 
ter of those who indulge them. 

As it was impossible that so young a 
child could travel in the same rapid way 

^ sir Edward had adopted on his route to re- 
ceive him, he was obliged to stop two 
nights on the road — the third he expected 
to reach home. The shortness of the days 
made him anxious not to lose a moment; 
and on arriving at Ferrybridge, where he 
h^d proposed taking a lunch, which might 
serve for an early dinner, he determined 

to 
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to fofego e^^eh tfcit refresfertleht 6n hk &wfi 
account, and merely ask the landlady- For 
sofmethirtg the child could take in the 
chaise. I'h^ moment he alighted, he tdM 
Tom to see after another chAise thMttio^ 

• • ■ » • • • . 

irteftt; as hte spoke, he wilk^d into'the 

« 

inn. Tom turned towards the lifaWfe * 

r" 

soon as he had helped out the child, who» 
qharmed with his accustomed liberty, ex- 
claimed — "Oh, what a great big jiihifl 1" 
and ^(famjiered away to the river. 

Sir Edward had just receivedl half *dd*eii 
cheesecakes from the landlady, ahfd was 
settling with her for them, when a thild 
pulled him by the coat-^Iap, sayih^-*-**' U 
you please, sir^— *' 

Thebaron6t turrted his head, sskw* Ihtlfc 
ragged bdy, as he thought, beggrrtg,-^^^ iiird 
giving him a. shilling, again furni[id fo thfe 
landlady, to inquire the leri^rti of *h^ a6« 
stage ? The child looked WislfilUy at the 
Thoney a momenf/ not iihdei^^tatiding it; 
but in another moment iJaid-^'' If yoti 

VOL. III. ■ M * -^ * pteas^^ 
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please, sir, yore litllc.Iad> /all'n into t* 
dyke/' . 

. Tbpugh sir Edward understood Yorkshire 
jby this time pretty well, yet he did not 
Comprehend this.^ 

^^ Have you a child, sir ?" said the Jandr 
lady, hastily. , 

f^o, ma'am." 

I tell you he's fall'n into t' dyke^" re- 
peated the poor lad, impatiet)tly. 

'* Good God ! it is somebody's chijd>" 
s^id slve, and ran forward. 

The fact flashed at once on the baronet's 

t • ■ 

:mind. Shocked at his own want. of com- 
prehension, he ran out, calling to Tom, 
who was assisting the ostler. . The poor 
^boyled the way ; but by this time two men, 
who had seen the child fall from the pdge 
:pf aboat, (which laying close to the shore^ 
he had got into by way of frolic,) had come 
down to th^ plac^ ; and one of them de- 
clared hei.saw 9 bit of the child's red coat 
sinking at a par/icular spot, -but he durst 
not venture there, knowing its depth. 

Sir 
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Sir Edward's eye fotlowed the man^s : he 
plunged in— ^aw the spot— caught at the 
coat, but it eluded his grasp. He found 
the water was indeed very deep ; and though 
he was an excellent swimmer, the dreadfirl 
encumbrances of boots and a great-coat 
rendered every effort for some momenta 
unavailing. Shrieks from the shore en- 
treated hira to provide for his own safety ; 
rand: Tom getting into the boat^ and hold- 
ling but ari.oftr towards him, begged him — 
•f*:F'or God's sake 1 — :for his lady's sake!*' 
He heard not ; he plunged farther into tlie 
-stream-^he- was quite out of sight; axrdthfe 
spcctatbrs rent the air with their screams 
He appears again, holding the body of the 
child .with one hand, while the other 
•faintly buffeted the waves. Tom flinging 
himself forward, received the child; and 
-throwing' it across his breast, assisted his 
:inaste^ with a strong arm to rise ; and in :a 
'injaute his 8af(6 arrival was hailed on the 
fihore. But Whether the imprudent posture 
in which Tom bad: (daced the poor child 

M 2 had 
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had overwhclmfed the last spark of life^ or 
v^hether it was extinguished beneath the 
wave, was not known. In the opittion of 
dllaroiind, .however, it Was gone to rise 
no more. 

Sir Edward heard no bne's opinion. Has* 
tiljr throwing off the encumbrance o<r his 
own heavy coat, he proceeded to undress 
the child, and to give orders foi* every 
means that could restore animation. Born 
-to command, his orders wfere obeyed* with 
alacrity; and in something less than ah 
^bur, he had the indescribable pleasure of 
lieaHng his own name pronounced by the 
reviving child, whose little cheek be^n 
ugain to glow with returning life* ^ 
1 ('Having given him a little warm wine, 
sir;£dward had the satisfaction of s(eeing 
Irim iiti:a;-few moments fall into a profound 
and salutary sleep, in which it was bisinten- 
tion he should remain undisturbed tfad rest 
of the night. As it appeared now impossible 
to reach the Grange, and as hist pl^omise of 
doing so had necessarily been conditional, 

since 
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since his movements liad the convenience 
eF his little charge soji^fy in view/he hpped 
they would not wait for him to an nnrea*^ 
sonable boiir. On 'Sending for Tom lo 
signify bis tntentioirs, the latter said it was 
father unlucky he bad not told on^of their 
neighbours, who went dirougfa soon after 
the accident happened^ to send to the 
Grange^ and tell them; ^ but for matter 
o' that, bad news travelled fast^ and he 
shouldn't wonder^ as' the man had a good 
bone under him, if ' he got borne sooa 
enough to spread an account that the child 
was drowned; which would account to his 
lady for every thing/' 

** Order a chaise and four tiiis iastaibt !? 

'' But your honour has got all yoilr wet 
things on yet, 1 declare." 

^' Fly this moiMntl'' 

Tom obeyed. The landlady made her 
appearance, and entreated him to change 
bis dress, at least before be went^ into the 
cold chaise. Sir Edward said he felt no in- 
cOnveptence« and only requested iier to 

M 3 wca^L 
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wrap ihe child in Uie warm blanket as he 
layv proTide him with a* pillow, and place 
him on his lap iii the chaise. Giving her 
ali the mooiey .he had ab)out.him> .he re- 
quested iher . to distribute ; it. among. Iho^e 
who had assisted: htm; with the :q|»U ; and 
Ibea;, i ia spite of entreatiies and remoa^r 
8trance3> 'he stepped iata the caiyriage* ar- 

« 

ranged the :situafioa eJr.hf9n<>vali^..vJiiIe 
the jht>rse9^wseiie'.fastenin8^*%ftiiKi Jn arilevr 
teoments set out at /full speeds fort the 
Grange^ from which. he was yet distant, 
nfearly forty miles. . x .» 

. The same impatience whiph occasioned 
this rapid movement^ a^d iiiijiieh arose from 
thefear of Ginselda hearing anyinews which 
tnighlialarm her^ together with therapidity 
of his motion^ prevented him from expe? 
riencing much incofivenieiice during the 
first t^o^fltages; biit on: the third, whenlthe 
prospect of accomplishing bis object had 
abated his extreme anxiety, he was sen? 
stble of acold shudder in his limbs, which 
r^turiiedl^ai ioteryals^ and madf^ him f^rarfujl 
*' i.'f/ that 
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flAi he had t^ken a severe cold ; he wished 
hbW fof thfejldctet-bottleof brandy Which 
he Had ihifirsed at Ferrybridge, ind looked 
anxWU^ly"dut W'see any house/ at which' 
hc^'CouW'probuVei any thing that might 
preveirt tW^ogfi^ssof his cold ; but the' 
iright\<raid^i^tlt^ road lonely; and he 
f^^'l^nfed alPHoj|/^of assistknce till his arri- 
val ^atthe^iCffiA^. :' ; "■' 

•^'Cfl^^yfda,* aftet waiting till midnight, had 
^nblitded, agrei^able to liis expe«tation6y 
ftrat he would inifi t'favel later with the chiW,' 
and'in.therftbpHS tha^ %c wotild dine with 
hffl^'on'lhfe' morrow, had retired to rest.* 

Asi hdi^er; she ffelt some disappointment;* 

. . , ... 

though unmixed with alarm, she lay some' 
hout^ awake; and* had only just sunk to 
repose; when Gilbert Entering her room, 
i^id ^fr Edwardf w;^s arrived, and she wa^ 
afraid had been kept waiting some titne, as 
he' had drore^ to the back gates, and had 
found gt*eaf difficulty in awakening the 
servants, with whom he seemed very angry, 
lady larDgdalfe immediately threw on r 

M 4 ^elissft^ 
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Qclissei 99d running do^n sfairfs, p\p\ l)cr; 
Ijelpved ip the paiG^ge^ ,\yi(tt^ ibcj cl^iI4 b 
!}isa.rwisi ,Jii^ face wa3 p»lf^ fii^4, h|i? iPfl'^^r 
tisn^n^e .iiscon tinted ";, , \>}f,\ 9^ \\^% MjR^??^ 
aM : ^oldnQss of . th^ .Ififi^t po^tuuUy .pro? 

Uqn\ bis re^^de^ ^rrii:al,a|qcc^fiw]l,^ 

come him with an expTessjx^^jQ^^^A(|ef]hf^ 
Wd J9J c^akulatcfl tp. 3Qatf,fiyfir)r;,^i|||^>MJ- 
jf^rity ; bijt bey appesininife qofprtun^lifl)^ 
iiiq^ifi^s^d tb^ doud oa.bwbusbwidi b.?Q|«a 
^r as the gW}\J.^ta?ct,,9f t4^.^Bxif<y vfj^f* 
at pre^&nt, the^areof ^^b^^^^!^!^^ ^^7* 
mt^at.h? perc^iv^d 1^ vps dis^prbcfj^l by 
df;f(?9tipK bJ9 end>. a^r^ke his ai)g(^r; and bo 
Qi^d^t no Qther reply to ber.^^al^Mtation, 
than by reproaching l^r for beiipg so sjilly. 
as tp get out of bed^ and in^^isj/pg ou her 
returning. thithev itpmedii^telyi^ . . . •,; 

Though Qriselda \vas extremely paired 

by the manner in whiph tbis cominand was 

given, yet as it had hpr;£Qod iq view, sh^ 

^d^^iyp.un^d tQ rpcgncile jiersel? tjo it, and 

. ■; ♦ only 
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only asked to take a peep at the child^n^ho^ 
she apprehended^ was ^sleep*. 

'' I will really thatik you^ lady Langdale^ 
to let the child aloiie^ and me too> and re- 
turn to bed immediately." 
: Griselda immediaiehf and dlently .obeyed* 
Sir Edward then informed Gilbert oF what 
had happened^ and she cooveyed the poor 
child to her own bed^ and then prepared 
some warm whey for her master; but he 
was now sensible of a stiffness m bis limbsj 
and a general debility^ which threatened 
the most unpleasant effects, from hisi ne* 
gleet of himself; and he regi;etted4 now it 
was too late, that he had not .attended t^ 

• 

the admonitions of those around him» Du-r 
ring the period when he was employed in 
restoring animation to the chi)d^ he had 
totally forgotten himself; and when this 
was effected, he was no longer sf ni^blje of 
the inconvenieqce, for his clothes felt near? 
ly dry ; and the impulse given to bos' miad 
by Tom's information, had banished every 
thought^ save that of jpreventiog uneasiness 

M 5 ^iX. 
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at home, umil that period when bodily aiN 
ment prevailed over mental anxiety, and 
forced him to attend ta himself. 
•' The whey taken by sir Edward did not 
produce the desired effect; in the morn- 
inrg Tfie was feverish^ restless, and unwell ; 
And not^ feeling any disposition to sleep-^ 
could not be prevailed upon' to continue 
in bed. Whilst at ^breakfast, the person^ 
Tom had spoken of fulfilled his prediction^ 
by coming ta the Grange to inform lady 
Langdale, that the little boy sir Edward wa» 
bringing had got drowned, and that most 
people at Ferrybridge was afraid it would 
h6 the death of the baronet, as he had al* 
most killed himself with^ getting the child 
out of the water. 

• As all this was related to Gilbert, wha 
BOW considered it as a good joke, she in- 

• 

♦roduced her nursling and her tale toge- 
ther, and both were well received. Lady 
tangdile was delighted to see tfire chfld of 
her dear friend, and heard, with wonder 
and gratityde, of tht dreadful escape he 

Uad 
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had so recently experienced, from thecou* 
rage and kindness of her husband : and sir 
Edward rejoiced exceedingly, th^t, by peN 
severing in his journey homewards, he hid 
saved her froni the shock this country 
pewsmonger must have inevitably occa- 
sioned her. He now shook off, as much as 
possible, hrs indisposition; aild though still 
evidently far from well, ordered his. borso 
to be saddfed, and said he would ride to 
the colliery. ^ ' : i» 

Charles, whp knew on]y« him, and was 
more attached to him thon ever, since >he 
hkd understood that he got him out'^f tto' 
wdter, and remembered /with .wh»t kiniLi 
n^ss he had he£i him ii\. hiscarms aU.the 
night, begpn tocry ti)€^.moAi;ent. he; spoke 
of gom^*6ut; viiidiin^jfffy:;.^; htiiiriwas 
spent ih'^ccJbttcifKitig J»im--4D the Ja^iey; 
whom; af lengthy 'he ialfewed wtrc good la* 
dies; but nof s'e- good-as tXv £4<ward. As 
they had "breakfasted very lite/ 'the day had ' 
advaiieed far > befoi^e :sir Edward set jckati 
GfHd ' Ori^6!)Jii' ^x:presised a wish that be 
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ciallyj^s th^,eIoad« portendedrain; but he 
amwerrd thM he feh «a much pain, and 
Stiflh«$s ID hi6 limH he f haught equestrian 
exercise would relieve hini ; that he shonkt 
not take Totn, n% t^e child ^new hioij and 
might ywit him in hi$ absence ; that he 
ihould be »t borne ii^ less than two hours, 
even iC the rain kept ofF, as, rn that tiu^e, 
it WQuId be darkj ab4 would be dinner* 
time. . . 

. Sir Edward imounted bk horse with dif- 
ficulty, but he rode olT with spirit ; and 
Gfisekia, in; i the hope that a sbojrt lide 
niigbl be be^iefioial to bim^ returned tprher 
ybuiig compamon, with aB that ^fleetioi^r 
ate interest and cmgaging suavity so paiu^ 
raLta.hee ; . ^e .{kad^ alreiidy p^eiYtded play^ 
thingain abundan(^, md w^ defjirotis of 
bdcfoming the i^Qmp^nion of bi« sports ; 
fabt aJtehougb the child made ikji^ny, efforts 
to play, he wa^ still top languid a^nd iinwell 
t6che fsiipible of exer tjoil^ > Gri^ejJ4%:WVshr 
ed hini. to ait oa herknef/bu||<9j^Fereiare4 



\: o 



lying on the sofa^at-fhes^V^^.tiine^^rj^uestr 
ing thai Tom migh t ait beside <luin>[ • •: 

Wi2eD;TQai wa*. ^llpB;lpIwi for |;1h» pufh 
pose, he was req9este4 \fy th^ WwiO xi^r 
late more particularly the^fl^tf ntj^iQ^yeftei^ 
day; and as he iiad .i>a;t^ighert pljst^m^e 
than to make his master the .l^r^^of his 
tale^ he proceeded^ with Qo^tflq/pifqunilcrr 
jcution^ to detail all t,he daqger^ sif Bdw^d 
.encountered — all the ^^xclamatipos ipade 
by the landlady and the chambermaids^ 
against such ahandsome;gentleman drown- 
ing himself for the sake .o£;|t:fhUd that >^as 
none oC his own » jando, n^oreoy^r; h«i ovrn 
share in giving his. master a lift ; and; the 
wonderful joy that was expressed by every 
body on their jsafe landing. 

^' But how can you call it si «(i/% landings 
Tomj when you considered the poot child 
completely dead }*' 

'' JEvery one's for his telf, fny lady, in 
thisworldji I take it; and as I'd got hb 
honnor'— ( tho^ ,to be zurCj I was sony to 
zee {K><Mr. Jittle: jn^ter bere^.like a dead 
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' th«se brfi'^ft^f af •■ sl^''gbbd"ti«e }'•)' Isiif.'if 
lHa^t«H!|iad B^, <»««%' |8fie'9(f'M%est of 
•bit Atip<i'iai^hki>jiiki[A^Myhtcn sht)ckitTg 
■pair>-e^lfr5»"Wlh|rf» Sbteh d-ttany ' dn us 
-WdtfM'V bitofei4iffiite(t'f 'torye may be sure, 
imy Y<t</jiV''ttJt VJW /ft'iiil^-dlme ihlo my head*, 
•and iraMi'Hiit''kifoV; 'axiirg pardon for 
Ispesifcfiig'sof -fi*^; ■ H>H't I didn^t'kttbw w*e** 
ther yi» or I WoriW ha been . riiaist to be 
/pitied, madam/*^ •: 

GriseWa smiled at Tom's concTusiorr, 
^hifeshe twhAIed away a tc^r that his re- 
cital had1>rbught**iB'td'her'i^5^e;'She now 
looked towards the wiftdow^and perceived 
that it was beginning to ^in, and remarked, 
that from the unusual gloomy it looked 
m ore 1 ike & tli ii ntlei^-etor n1 th an November 
rain^, <i ml; she wished that sir Edward- v^as 
in the house. As the little boyhfid dropped 
asleep oit th e- safe/ Tom ^ rose to Ibiafk '.but 
for his masler ; »nd as this rhin' in^fbased 
'evef y nidmen t/ he prUd^ri^y? ~ptof the 
hordes in the carriage, tfild'^W^^otfP^a ihe 
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t * 

road to the colliery in quest of him ; at the 
same time, he sent the farmer-boy down- a 
lane, which sir Edward sometimes used foi^ 
nearness, with an umbreHa. 

These servants were scarcely dispatched, 
when the rarn descended in torrents, and 
the darkness of the clouds intercepted the 
little daylight which remained : every mo-' 
ment Griselda listened with impatience fdp 
(he sound of the horses feet, or the ciar- 
riage wheels, but iieither were heard : the 
farmer and gardener were sent out, but, 
l?ke the first, they returned not : an uni- 
versal alarm pervaded the house; and the? 
female servants, throwing gowns and aprons 
over their heads, were running out perpe^ 
tually on every side, and shouting aloudy 
but no voke answered them : a kind of^ge* 
neral silence and despair sat on every 
countenance ; while their alarmed lady rati 
from door to door, inquirin^g on every aide^ 
and listening to-every sound; with difficult/ 
prevented by Miss Templemah from fol^* 
lowing the farmer in his search' "in IfiiB? 
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park. .While in this state of dreadful anx- 
kty^i jt flashed upon her mind that sir £d* 
ward had sometimes cut his road short by 
crossing a little dingl^i at nQ great distamce 
ffoin the bouse, but extremely bad for a 
horse to pass ; at the moment this struck 
her. the house-maid, who had been listen* 
ing at the back gates, returned into the 
bouse, with a large lantborn in her band-r- 
*.' Follow me, Anne/* ' cried Griselda> 
snatching the lantborn, and darting out 
of the house with incredible speed, 
. Anne follQwed, as weH as she was ablc^, 
having the advantage of the light to ^uide 
ber. Twice her mistress fell on the slip- 
pery path, and Anne screamed aloud, but 
the voice of her lady, was not heard; in 
sfknt and suspended 9gon<y, she reached 
the dingle, wbea a sound first broke 09 the 
silence around; it n^as that of a horse 
struggling with the br^MM^bes of tre^s, 
vhi^b.l^^^i^S caught his bridle, intercepted 
hjs'iligbt. Griselda saw her fears realized ; 
s^^ rushed, forward, with jn^Te& strung for 

es^ertion 
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exertion by the presi^uf'^ o^ distress. In ^ 
fe.w nipfn^nts, she saw sir Edward o)^ the 
^r^mvlf Jtpf A Clint bftlf-uttered pbriek cs-- 
c^pedf ber 4»,ph^ pressed forward ; ihc i^ijp* 
pery saiL:^j^yi> hfBtVayed.bfjr ftret^'^ud shfi 
^U ujv^jpb^tip groiiijd; the lantijiprn <lrop- 
p^g froflj hipr bijiidL Tj^U ,J^o.n sir Edward^ 
^^^*?f i^*.t)ffp^f, tQ^fiftve ^^ at t4i9,j(4fi^ 
*4i»?..???^w|pg]Tr';^jf^^.9^^^ .. QrU 
?fJfi^.L?»^h3f Ijrin^SiypWibes?,^;.:;;,, , . : , , 

*??^r^4*.iT^yiYd *^y hearing. his,yoipe> fJii 
'' I Fear my leg is broken ; where ^n^.tbQ 

. Apoe ^X this mpoiejcU as^jsted her »i%n 
tr£53 ; but the violent paAnth^. baronet 
experienced/ and the ^xfapus^edtSt^tp-be 
was in^ -occasioned hiioi to faint^.andthe 
alarm Griselda felt left her in a state little 
J>ettef. Anne rent the air wit^ .her cries, 
which happily attracted bqtb, the gardener 
and the farmer, though in difl^er^int direc- 
tions; and both, in a shorj^,time>..di:ew Jo- 
wards 



\vards the spot, thecring the dfefressrf 



oWtVe ^rouhd/ hof(Iini?'hiV'hS5ad*'o^ hti 
bi-eakf; VfiiP^ A'ntifelfe'cfiiafliig Iris tcinj)^ 
and his Haiicis i though exiieiiikfjf ill, the 
consciou^e^ 'lira t she was^^ 

rfitf 'bf iier M 'mi,^ ikiliat-tf thi Httlfc 

Befx)g/\v!^d&'yxkftiie*1i 
such an ovei^\?iitiiH'^'QMereih Ih his heart; 
at once rudfJfeS' db hi^ miiidf^ afl'd with the 
little^stri^i'gth'raniaTnihg he -pixVheir'Trbm 
him, and commanded heir'to^tttkii^'care of 



• • *^ • ♦• 



" My love, my life!" cried 'Gtfsi&Ida; 
''''do not fepiilse hrexlitji ; irt pVes'^rving 
you, i am tatirig care; ihe/only care of 'my* 
self iHat'is possiWe/*' ' ' - . ^ / > 
' '" 'SfoTi^aFea'Tobt,* 'said the^'barorief, 

•' Woundetltb'the' very heart', Griselda 
arose, and the'hien ina few moments ap- 
peai-ing, she idirecited them, rather by signs 

thin wbrds/hbv/ to carry fiiih^home/ lead- 

■ *'.'■ 



irifg'herself the Vay- At a short dis^aiicief 
from the house, she was met by Miss Tern- 
pieman and Tom ; the latter immedhKtfeiy 
assisted in carrying his master, vrhiiief'^tfif^ 
fcnrmi^t fleW back- to thcf-hcms^'to dibjdlitlfl} 
the bailiff for medical assistance, and'pre* 
pare a couch for the baf bnet, iWho now 
800B zmvwd?i :siAd fiaviftg' dfarrik 'a* ViH9S 
warm. wine, anid l)eing* pttlWto a 'warnf 
bed, was so far»rievived as to give s6me ac* 
count of his accident. • • " * ^ 

Sir Edward said, that during the? whtoW 
bf iiis ride, be was much troubled 'ivitH 
cold shudderings; but- being 'unwilling io 
relinquish his design; 4ie* rode roiiAd' the 
colliery, when the rain warned him tore* 
turn speedily ; that on its increasing 'ftfeti 
he determined to gain home ai soon as 
possible, as he found violetit pains in all 
his limbs, ^nd a vertigo in his head ; that 
in crossing the dingle, these symptoms in- 
creased to such a degree, that he believed 
they occasioned him to fallfrom his horse; 
as he did not recojlect any circumstance 

rcsQccUxv^ 
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Xfspecting tii€ fall, until h^ f^mi^d himself 
gfi the ground^ and tnfferln^ vidlenf pain 
ia h^foot and ancle^.whic^ uuerl^y tncapa^ 
cj^te4 bifn fcoqor ri^ttgf tb^t .bivwg ealled 

foft J^^ Vf^tU^tusfistrcngth w;a( emirely ex^ 

hausted, he had, fit labt, laid quietly dowti, 
ui the hcgpe th^l he shoutd Iht f^upd by 

•RW «f &WiSfM^ail«PEli)«»g fd«ictt»e»i jrf- 
^^ted by y^plfpt pajQ. ftd^ qihtm, tnsikt 

v^g iiUo,a|^li)|e vpien6ii>iUt:)ri ' 

From this account^ given vfilh difficulty, 
and at cq^siderable intervals, it was appre- 
l^en^e^ t^at a fever h^ already seized 
< lipon hfifk previous; to th^ aocidtat, ivbich 
i^ust hfkv^ gr?.2^tly acceler^.ted. its course ; 
lUMT were these conjectures ill fotinded. 
Qn: the arrival of the surgeon and physi* 
^hn, it waa found that hfs leg was not 
Vrroken, but dreadfully sprained, and that 
he had strong symptoms of violent rhcu* 
inatic fever p which, in a few hours, pro* 
duced every evil that could be . feared by 
affection, or. expected by skill. 

Although this complaint had been in a 

great 
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great ni^asirre brought on by carelessness, 
yet it would not yield ta a contrary treat- 
ment; the .most unremitting medical at- 
tention, the most unwearied vigilance in 
nursing, for many days arppeared unable to 
make any impnession-:bnth^ violence of 
the disease* Racked by incessant paimr, 
tormented by perj)eiual heat, or intoler* 
able chilliness, unable to move, and yet 
^ver restless, the bart)net was an object of 
the slncerest pity ' to ' even the most 
thoughtless of bis domestics^ what then 
was the situation of her who felt his every 
pain with an accuteness those only know 
who live in the joy$ and sorrows of those 
they love, and who have a sensibility in 
this dearer self more exquisite than words 
can describe, or indifference conceive ? 
But the sorrows of lady Langdale, at this 
afflicting period^ were rendered more 
dreadful, by the strange effect this severe 
suffering seemed to produce on the mind 
of her husband : far from finding that her 
care» eould Aooth bis patns^ or her exer- 

tions 
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tions cpntribute to his comfort^ she could 
seldom do any thing that he approved ; 
and yet her absence appeared to distress 
and irritate hjm. He always insisted upon 
her leaving, bifn every night at a certain 
hour^ and yetj! during the time she was ab- 
seil t. his- attcn^tant9 observed that his feve): 
always increased> from his anxiety for her 
return; and yet if they ventured to fetch 
her^ this opposition Ip his will never failed 
to increase theeviiitheyisought to remo-vd. 
He would frequentlj^ refut^e all food or 
medicine from any h^nds but hers ; yet rf 
he observed the least tn^mor in her hand, 
or redness in her eye, he would angrily 
reject her services, and insist on her quit- 
ting the apartment; thus exhibiting a spe- 
fcies of consideration which was kind in in- 
tention, but cruel in effect;' and which 
spared the person, while it wounded the 
heart of its object. 
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